
Election victory for Martin
Browne as Sinn Féin surge
The Easter Rising 1916 scarf
was rolled out, the tricolour
unfurled and a rousing
rendition of Oro Sé Do
Bheatha 'Bhaile heralded the
election of Sinn Fein's
Martin Browne at the count
centre on Monday after-
noon.

Surrounded by jubilant
supporters, emotional family
members and two other
elected Sinn Féin TDs David

Cullinane (Waterford) and
Maurice Quinlivan (Lim-
erick), he was lifted shoulder
high in celebration of an in-
credible achievement.

It representedan amazing
transformation in political
fortunes for Browne, who
just last May failed to hold
onto his seat in the local elec-
tions.

He had turned local elec-
tion failure into a stunning
electoral general election
performance, which saw him

elected to the 33rd Dáil.
Browne, riding high on

the Sinn Féin surge that
swept the whole country, re-
ceived an astonishing vote in
Tipperary.

The Cashel man, who put
housing and mental health
services in Tipperary as two
of his top priorities, received
more first preferences than
four sitting TDs. He out-
polled the sitting Mayor of
Clonmel Garret Ahearn in
Clonmel and in Carrick-on-

Suir he took a huge chunk of
a vote that would normally
have gone to Seamus Healy,
who lost his Dáil seat.

Independent poll-topper
Michael Lowry, Mattie Mc-
Grath, Labour Party's Alan
Kelly and Fianna Fáil's Jackie
Cahill were also elected by
the Tipperary public to the
33rd Dáil.
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‘Very proud’ Martin Browne elected to Dáil Éireann
In previous elections,
Seamus Healy would have
benefited greatly from the
distribution of votes from
Sinn Fein.
However, on this occasion
that trend was reversed with
the eliminated Healy's votes
providing the Sinn Fein can-
didate with massive boost of
over 2,000 votes in the
eighth count to crucially
keep him ahead of both Alan
Kelly and Jackie Cahill in
the race for seats.

The figures tell the story of
the election. Martin Browne
out voted Healy in the Carrick
on Suir LEA with 19% of the
vote compared to 13% for
Healy in an area, particularly
in the urban area, in which
Healy had established a
strong network for a long
number of years.

Browne took Healy's seat
and that Carrick outcome
had a huge bearing on that.If
he took Healy's seat, Browne
was also responsible for
holding off the challenge of
Fine Gael hopeful Garret
Ahearn. Ahearn would have
been looking to both
Clonmel, where he is the
serving mayor, and Cahir as
his strongholds, but Browne
outpolled him in both, by a
very narrow margin in
Clonmel,(14.8% to 14.1% in
Clonmel) and in Cahir (13.6%
to 11.2%).

Married to Helen, they
have four children:
Gavin,Cathrine, Molly and
M a rt i n .

Browne was co-opted onto
a Cashel town council seat in
2013 when his late brother
Michael passed away. His
brother Michael was an un-
successful general election
candidate at a previous elec-
t io n .

He won a seat on the amal-
gamated Tipperary County

Council in 2014, a seat he lost
last year. He is very involved
in his native Cashel in the
Meals on Wheels service and
in the local camogie club.

After his election, he said
that "people are fed up with
Fianna Fail and Fine Gael for
decades, we will bring a fresh-
ness to it, people wanted
change, we will not let people
d ow n ."

He said: "I am a very proud
man today to be elected to
Dail Eireann one hundred
and two years after the Pearse
McCann was elected. I am
very proud to be a member of
the Pearse McCann Sinn Fein
cumman in Cashel."

Browne maintained Sinn
Fein's connections to the IRA
was not an issue on the door-
step during his general elec-
tion canvas

He claimed Sinn Fein's
links with the IRA didn't come
up on the doorsteps as an
issue during his election can-
vass. It wasn't on the agenda,
he said. It was an issue that
concerned RTE and the na-
tional media. He said young
people had more pressing is-
sues on their minds.

When asked if he was
happy with Sinn Fein's sup-
port for violence in the past,
he said: “We have never said
we have supported violence.
We understood what was
going on in the North. We are
not going to condemn what
people had to do."

Referring to the questions
over Sinn Fein's connections
to the IRA, he asked when
does it stop, 20 years, 50
years, 100 years. “There is his-
tory in all parties. It's time
people realise, especially in
the national media that young
people have better issues to
think about. We have never
denied people that were in
the struggle. There was
trouble on both sides and
both sides suffered.”

Looking back to last May
when he lost his seat to first-
time out Sinn Fein running
mate Tony Black, Bowne said
it was a very low day for him.
“It was a very difficult time, it
was particularly hard for my
family. I felt it more for them
when it happened. I had been
a councillor for seven years, it
is hard when you lose,” he
s a id .

It was a very different
story on this occasion. What
astounded people on tally
watch for the mainstream
parties from 9am on Sunday
morning was the scale of the
support from Sinn Fein in
every part of the county.

“Martin received massive
votes in areas where they
would not know Martin from
Ad a m ,” said Muiris Suille-
abhain, Sinn Fein tally ex-
p e rt .

To him, the stand out
figure to reflect the Sinn Fein
vote came in the Ro-
screa/Templemore area.

“Sinn Fein received 13.5%
of the vote there. We just have
one cumman in Roscrea.

They would not know
Martin Browne at all, that was
an incredible vote to get
th e re,” said Mr. Suilleabhain.

Martin Browne celebrating after being elected to the Dáil at the Tipperary general election count centre

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1g

Count 
2

Count 
1

Count 
3

Count 
4

Count 
5

Count 
6

Count 
7

Count 
8

Count 
9

Count 
10

TIPPERARY

Total Electorate - 126,781
Invalid Ballot Papers – 635

Valid Poll - 81,788
Quota – 13,632

Number of seats - 5

Lowry Michael (Ind) 14802
Browne Martin (SF) 10004 10126 10304 10834 11207 11805 11964 14046

+122 +178 +530 +373 +598 +159 +2082
McGrath Mattie (Ind) 9321 9533 9815 10152 11147 11727 12478 15127

+212 +282 +337 +995 +580 +751 +2649
Cahill Jackie (FF) 7940 8171 8948 9114 10809 11684 12118 12535 12939

+231 +777 +166 +1695 +875 +434 +417 +404
Kelly Alan (Lab) 7857 7979 8445 9282 9618 11390 12135 12773 13222

+122 +466 +837 +336 +1772 +745 +638 +449
Ahearn Garret (FG) 6206 6273 6327 6553 6837 7034 10626 11086 11,499

+67 +54 +226 +284 +197 +3592 +460 +413
Healy Seamus (Ind) 5829 5866 5950 6306 6656 6936 7058

+37 +84 +356 +350 +280 +122
Newman-Julian Mary (FG) 4926 5054 5149 5518 5730 6206

+128 +95 +369 +212 +476
Hannigan Joe (Ind) 4715 4826 5133 5313 5461

+111 +307 +180 +148
Goldsboro Imelda (FF) 4082 4139 4631 4749

+57 +492 +118
O’Donnell Rob (Green) 3170 3201 3315

+31 +114
Farrell Sandra (FG) 2233 2275

+42
Cahill Dolores (Ind) 521 527

+6
Marese Skehan (Ind) 182 186

+4
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Mattie McGrath ‘deeply humbled’ by Tipp vote
Independent Mattie Mc-
Grath showed the huge vote
he attracted in the 2016
election wasn't just a flash
in the pan by once again
clinching the second of the
constituency's five seats.
The Newcastle TD was joy-
ously hoisted shoulder high
surrounded by a large con-
tingent of family and sup-
porters after being declared
elected on the eight count
with an overall vote of 15,127
more than 1000 clear of
Sinn Fein's Martin Browne,
who was elected on the
same count.

Chants of “Mattie, Mattie”
competed with the celebra-
tions from the Sinn Fein con-
tingent elsewhere in the
count centre following the
announcement of the count
result early on Monday after-
noon.

“I am deeply humbled by
the vote I got from the people
of Tipperary despite the Sinn
Fein tide and the vote for
change,”deputyMcGrathtold
The Nationalist.

“If you look at the vote
transfers, I got a huge amount
of 2, 3, 4 and 5 preferences.
People made a huge effort to
get out to the polling booth
during Storm Ciara and put
their trust in me.”

His first preference vote of
9321 represented 11.4% of
first preferences cast by Tip-
perary's electorate.

It was 2916 lower than his
massive 11,237 vote of 2016
but he was happy with his

performance in view of the
huge voter swing towards
Sinn Fein.

“I am down a couple of
thousand votes but much
more high profile figures
than me fell under the Sinn
Fein tsunami,” he declared.

“If you look at the vote
transfers, I got a huge amount
of 2, 3, 4 and 5 preferences.

People made a huge effort
to get out to the polling booth
during Storm Ciara and put
their trust in me.”

Deputy McGrath be-
nefited greatly from 995
transfers he received from
the distribution of Fianna
Fail's Imelda Goldsboro votes
and 751 transfers from the
distribution of Fine Gael can-
didate Mary Newman-Ju-
lian's votes.

The most significant haul
of transfers he received was
2649 from the distribution of
Seamus Healy's vote on the
eight count.

It was 547 more than the
2082 transfers Cashel's
Martin Browne received.

Deputy McGrath blamed
the surge in support for Sinn
Fein on the confidence and
supplyarrangementbetween
the outgoing Fine Gael led
government and Fianna Fail.

The only effective opposi-
tion in the last Dail were some
left wing parties, Sinn Fein
and the rural independents

He was critical of Leo
Varadker and Micheál
Martin's pre-election state-
ments about refusing to go
into government with Sinn
Fein.

He didn't want to see a
scenario where a government
couldn't be formed and an-
other election being hoisted
on voters.

“Imagine telling the elect-
orate of Tipperary that you
can elect them if you like but
we won't talk to them. Those
days are gone,” he said.

He called for a national
government to be formed.

“I feel the best people
should be put into cabinet to
sort out the problems of the
country to deal with the
bankers, the conglomerates
and vulture funds and do the

things to allow ordinary
people have a reasonable
modicum of life.

“The people who get up in
the morning and go to work;
the people who run the full-
timeserviceshavebeenaban-
doned by the last number of
governments.”

Deputy McGrath is noted
asaTDforholdingthegovern-
ment to task on its failures.

When asked if he would
lend his support to a govern-
ment coalition, led by his
former party Fianna Fail, he
indicated he would provided
the programme for govern-

ment gave credence and a
hearing to issues of concern
to him such as health,
housing and mental health
services as well as rural
proofing, which is where the
government assesses the im-
pact of its policies on rural
areas.

Deputy McGrath paid
tribute to defeated Inde-
pendent Seamus Healy for all
the work he did for the people
of South Tipperary during his
35 year career, especially his
campaign for improved ser-
vices at South Tipperary Gen-
eral Hospital.

“I will miss him as a col-
league. We worked well to-
gether and I wish him well,”
he said.

Deputy McGrath pledged
to work hard to represent the
people of Mr Healy's ho-
metown of Clonmel, which is
also a key part of his constitu-
ency heartland.

“I have a full-time office in
Clonmel for 13 years... We
have an open door policy.

"It's a pity (Seamus has lost
his seat) but that is the way it
is. It's a changed situation but
we have to respect the vote of
the electorate.”

Independent TD Mattie McGrath celebrates his re-election with family and supporters at the Presentation Thurles general election count centre

Cahir Area
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‘You have to get up and dust yourself off’ - Seamus Healy
Seamus Healy's failure to re-
tain his Dáil seat has left Tip-
perary's county town,
Clonmel, without Dáil rep-
resentation and almost cer-
tainly brought to an end his
35 years of public service as
an elected representative
for his home town and
county.
The elimination of the
founder and leader of the
left-wing Workers and Un-
employed Action Group
(WUAG) after the seventh
count on Monday afternoon
was greeted by a rare show
of unity by supporters and
candidates of all political
colours.

The large crowd gathered
in the Presentation Sec-
ondary School sports hall in
Thurles broke out into a
spontaneous round of ap-
plause as a show of respect to
Mr. Healy's contribution to
the people and political life of
the county after returning of-
ficer James Seymour an-
nounced the veteran

politican's election race was
over.

Family members and sup-
porters shed tears as rival
Dáil candidates, councillors
and their supporters queued

up to shake his hand and wish
him well.

It was a fitting and moving
tribute to the Clonmel man
noted for his hard work on be-
half of constituents encoun-

tering difficulties negotiating
government bureaucracy.

Mr. Healy shares similar
republican political views to
Sinn Fein but ironically it was
the huge electoral swing to-

wards Sinn Fein in this elec-
tion that cost him his Dail
seat.

His first preference vote of
7,452 was 1,633 lower than in
the 2016 election, when he

clinchedthefourthseatinthe
final count.

The 2,855 transfers he re-
ceived from eliminated SF
candidate Seamus Morris ef-
fectively secured his election
in the 2016 race. It was a re-
versal of fortune this time
around.

A massive 2,082 of Mr.
Healy's transfers pushed
Martin Browne over the
quota in the eight count to se-
cure Sinn Fein's first Dail seat
in a century.

Tally results from Carrick-
on-Suir, WUAG's biggest
voting heartland outside of
Clonmel, illustrate the im-
pact of the swing to Sinn Fein
on Healy's vote. Browne se-
cured 15% of the vote in the
town while Healy secured
10%.

The 69 year-old Clonmel
man was philosophical about
losing his seat to the Cashel
based Browne. “This is disap-
pointing but life is like that;
you win some and lose some
but you have to get up and
dust yourself off and con-
tinue to do what you believe
in,” he told South Tipp Today.

He said he would consider
running for the Dáil again if
there is a second general elec-
tion this year in the event a
government couldn't be
formed, which is a possibility.
If such an early election
doesn't arise, he conceded it
was unlikely he will contest a
general or local election
again.

But he stressed that this
doesn't mean he is retiring
from politics. Since his
teenage years, he had been a
political community and
trade union activist in the tra-
dition of James Connolly and
JamesLarkin.“Iwillcertainly
not be retiring, I will continue
in that vein until the day I
close my eyes,'' he declared.

Mr Healy was also
adamant that this wasn't the
beginning of the end for the
socialist WUAG,, which at one
stage held five seats on
Clonmel Borough Council.

He said the WUAG is still a
very vibrant organisation and
will field a candidate in the
next general election and will
continue to contest local elec-
tions and advocate for more
jobs and investment in
Clonmel and in the county
and solutions to the country's
health services and housing
problems.

The group currently has
one councillor, Pat English,
on the county council. He
wished Sinn Fein and Martin
Browne well.

“Clearlytheelectoratefelt,
not just in Tipperary, but
right across the country that
Sinn Fein was the most cred-
ible vehicle for change and
obviously they have got be-
hind the party in significant
numbers. I certainly hope the
change the public has voted
for here and in the country
will come about.”

Outgoing Independent TD Seamus Healy, who lost his seat in the election, pictured with his family and supporters at the count in Thurles

Cashel Area
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Saorview’s
frequencies
are changing

We are here to help

To avoid service disruption you may need
to take action before the 4th of March.

Go to saorview.ie/changes
Email info@saorview.ie
LoCall 1890 222012

01-2583540

Some customers will need to
rescan their Saorview box or TV.

Some will need to get in
contact with us.

TIDY TOWNS GRANT SCHEME 2020
Applications are invited from Tidy Towns/Community Groups, under the above Scheme for
projects/work carried out in 2020, which will enhance the appearance of the local area/
village/town.

Eligibility:

• Applicants must be a recognised Community/Tidy Towns Group involved in activities
to enhance and improve the appearance of the local area/village/town.

• All applicants must submit a one page Action Plan for their area.

• Grants will be awarded on the basis of the number of applications received, the
funding available and evidence of expenditure incurred.

Grant Qualifying Criteria:

• Registered with the Tipperary Public Participation Network (PPN Registration No.)

• Copy of current Bank Statement

• Copy of Insurance Cover Certificate

• Evidence of expenditure incurred

Closing date for completed applications is Wednesday, 11th March, 2020.

Please return to the relevant Municipal District highlighted on your application form.

Forms for New Applicants Only are available from: Aine Brett, Environment Section, Tipperary
County Council, Civic Offices, Clonmel, County Tipperary.

Tel: 0761 06 5000 aine.brett@tipperarycoco.ie and also on the Tipperary County Council
website www.tipperarycoco.ie

BURIAL GROUND MAINTENANCE GRANT 2020
Burial Ground Committees in Tipperary are invited to apply for Maintenance Grants under
the 2020 Scheme. The purpose of the Grant Scheme is to provide funding to Burial Ground
Committees who carry out burial ground maintenance works. The Local Authority would like
to acknowledge the excellent work undertaken by these voluntary committees.

Each Burial Ground Committee will be awarded a grant on the basis of the number of
applications received and the funding available.

Grant Qualifying Criteria:

• Registered with the Tipperary Public Participation Network (PPN Registration No.).

• Copy of current Bank Statement

All applications will be assessed during the Summer of 2020.

Closing date for completed applications is Wednesday, 11th March, 2020.

Please return to the relevant Municipal District highlighted on your application form.

All works in burial grounds carried out under the Scheme must comply with Department of
Arts, Heritage and Gaeltacht – Historic Monument Service requirements. These are detailed
in a booklet called “The Care and Conservation of Graveyards” available on the Tipperary
County Council website www.tipperarycoco.ie

Forms for New Applicants Only are available from: Aine Brett, Environment Section, Tipperary
County Council, Civic Offices, Clonmel, County Tipperary.

Tel: 0761 06 5000 aine.brett@tipperarycoco.ie and also on the Tipperary County Council
website www.tipperarycoco.ie



8 SOUTH TIPP TODAY www.tipperarylive.ie Thursday, February 13, 2020

Clonmel Area

Carrick Area

How your area votedGENERAL ELECTION 2020



9SOUTH TIPP TODAYTh ursday, Februar y 13 , 2020 w w w.tipperar ylive.ie

N EWS Have you got news for South Tipp Today?
Email dylan.white@iconicnews.ie

Strike action in Clonmel over 'pay discrimination’

“The next government needs
to look at the inequalities
across education,” said a
Clonmel tutor on strike over
pay inequality.
A dozen staff at the Tip-
perary Education and
Training Board's Adult Edu-
cation Centre in Clonmel
were among the 19,000
members of the Teachers’
Union of Ireland (TUI) in
centres of adult and further
education, colleges, insti-
tutes of technology, and sec-
ondary schools on the picket
line across Ireland on Feb-
ruary 4 over “pay discrimin-
at io n .”

According to the TUI, the
strike related to a two-tier pay
system unilaterally imposed
in 2011. At second level, a
teacher employed after Feb-
ruary 1, 2012, earns 14% less
on initial appointment and
10% less over the first ten
years of their career, which
amounts to over €50,000 at a
time when they most need
the money.

“Those taken on prior to
2011 are on a different pay
scale to those taken on after
2011. People are doing the
same work with the same
terms and conditions and yet
their pay is completely dif-
ferent. People are trying to
catch up with others in terms
of getting mortgages and
keeping up with the cost of
living, which is extremely dif-
ficult at the moment,” s a id

Adult Education Centre tutor
Pat Hoban.

Mr. Hoban said the union
has made numerous efforts
to resolve the issue. Last au-
tumn, TUI members voted by
an overwhelming 92% to 8%
to engage in a campaign of in-
dustrial action, up to and in-
cluding strike action, on this
issue, with the union sig-
nalling in November its in-
tention to take strike action
in February.

“The union has stated that
this could be one of many
strikes, which is going to be a
challenge for the incoming
government. The union has
knocked on a lot of doors and
h a s n’t gotten through to
anyone. If people won’t listen,
we have recourse to strike
and our membership has
voted overwhelmingly to
s tr i ke,” he said.

Mr. Hoban said the two-
tier pay system is stopping
teachers taking up posts. The
findings of a survey of sec-
ondary school principals last
week showed that almost
four in five schools have ad-
vertised positions for which
no teacher has applied, while
over half have unfilled vacan-
cies due to recruitment and
retention issues.

“Most new teachers are on
very short hours, the nature
of the work is precarious and
a lot of them are on social wel-
fare over the summer. There
are a lot of schools who have
advertised posts and can’t fill
them, which is down to the
precariousness of the situ-
ation and lack of pay,” con -

tinued Mr. Hoban.
“In terms of adult educa-

tion, there is other pay dis-
crimination in terms of
contracts. For example, there
are no terms and conditions
negotiated for adult literacy
tutors. We are on hourly rates
and social welfare during the
summer, at Christmas and
Easter. It’s an ongoing issue
across the whole of educa-

t io n .”
The TUI expressed regret

for any inconvenience caused
to students and their families
over the strike action, but
stated that a continuation of
pay discrimination risks in-
flicting further damage on
the education system. Mr.
Hoban said students at the
Adult Education Centre in
Clonmel supported

Tue s d ay ’s strike action, high-
lighting that the two-tier pay
system is damaging staff
m o ra l e.

“It affects staff morale
when you have two teachers
doing the same work but on a
different pay scale. And it af-
fects your self-esteem when it
comes to day-to-day work,” he
s a id .

He called on the next gov-

ernment to invest in Ireland’s
education system. “If the next
government really wants to
value students and education
in this country, they have to
treat it with respect. That
means treating the dedicated
people, who go through years
of training to teach as a voca-
tion, with respect. It will pay
d iv id e n d s ,” he added.

Strike action at Tipperary Education and Training Board's Adult Education Centre in Clonmel over pay inequality

‘Integration with communities key’ for Syrian refugees
Sixteen families of Syrian
refugees will arrive in new
homes in Clonmel between
late March and the end of
s u m m e r.
The refugees, the majority
of whom are under 25, will
be accommodated in council
houses and are among 230
people in 45 families who
are also coming to Tip-
perary town, Nenagh and
Te m p l e m o re.

The Syrians have fled war-
torn areas of their own
country and Padraig Ryan,
senior social worker with
Tipperary County Council,
told a meeting of Clonmel
Borough District that they
had all been security-vetted
by Gardaí and deemed to have
been refugees by UNHCR
(United Nations High Com-
mission for Refugees).

The Department of
Justice had also liaised with
people on the ground in
Sy r i a .

Mr. Ryan said that a sim-
ilar programme in Thurles
had been very successful and
families had integrated into
the local community.

Two resettlement workers
and two integration workers
(one of whom speaks fluent
Arabic) would work with the
f a m i l ie s .

Youth Work Ireland Tip-
perary, an organisation with
vast experience working with
young people, particularly
the disadvantaged, will work
with the refugees on behalf of
the county council.

They will actively support
all of the families to access
services and integrate into
the community, both through
government agencies and
local community and volun-
tary organisations.

Cora Horgan, CEO of
Youth Work Ireland Tip-
perary, said that resettlement
and intercultural workers
will spend time with families,
on both an individual and

group basis, determining
their needs, as well as
working with agencies and
local groups to identify avail-
able supports and to en-
courage a positive integration
experience for all.

She said that obviously
there would be challenges,
but she was very excited
about the resettlement pro-
gramme, which would help
the families build better lives
for themselves.

Families would have ac-
cess to English language
classes and GP care, educa-
tional support, intercultural
training and they would get to
know the local community.

“Integration with com-
munities is key,” she stated.

These were families who
left their homes and travelled
across the world for the safety
of their children, she said.

They had spent three to four
years in camps in Jordan and
had also spent some time in re-
ception centres in Ireland.

Cllr. Niall Dennehy said
they all wanted to work with
and not against the pro-
g ra m m e.

He asked if there would be
consultation with residents
in areas where the refugees
would be resettled, and how it
would impact on their
already strained resources in
terms of health and housing.

He said they would want to
embrace the notion of
equality through consulta-
t io n .

This would only work if
there was consultation.

“If there’s any secrecy
around where they are going,
and if it happens on Friday
evening and people only find
out about it on Monday
morning it won’t work”, he
s a id .

Cllr. Pat English said he
would welcome the families
but a lot of people wouldn’t,
and the devastation that had
occurred in Syria was
something they would have to

get across to people.
He asked if the resettle-

ment programme would dis-
place anyone on the council’s
existing housing list.

District Mayor Garret
Ahearn said it was important
that they took responsibility
and showed leadership in
welcoming the refugees, and
that they were open and
willing to do so.

It was important that they
sent out a positive message,
while stressing that the Syr-
ians had been vetted and as-
sessed.

Cllr. Richie Molloy said he
was sure people would want
to know that the refugees had
been checked out properly
regarding Garda vetting, but
the vast majority would wel-
come the fact that Ireland was
playing its part.

Ireland was a very small
country and couldn’t accept
too many refugees but people
would accept that these
people were coming from

very difficult situations.
It behoved all of us to en-

sure they were properly in-
tegrated into society and Irish
people had done that over the
yea r s .

Cllr. Molloy said he didn’t
envisage any real difficulties.

County Council housing
officer Sean Lonergan said
there would be consultation
with the elected members
and the people of the town.

The council would con-
tinue to house people who
were most in need and they
wou l d n’t be inconvenienced
by this programme.

During a four-year plan
currently operating, the
council would provide 1,000
new housing units
throughout the county by
2 02 1 .

The refugee programme
would account for only one
per cent of the tenancy alloca-
tions during this four-year
programme, Mr. Lonergan
s a id .

BY DYLAN WHITE
e-mail: d y l a n .w h i te @ i c o n i c n ews . i e
Twitter: @Tipperar yLive

Teachers call for end to two-tier pay
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T i p p’s Abbey students
take action for the
e nv i ro n m e nt

T ransition year
students from
the Abbey School
in Tipperary
Town have been

taking an active role in pro-
tecting biodiversity and
helping reduce the impact
of climate change.

As part of their Green-
Schools programme, they
have planted a mini forest on
the grounds of their school.

They were coordinated by
their teacher Miss Ryan. She
normally teaches French but
comes from a farming back-
ground and is no stranger to
being outdoors in the natural
world. Thanks also to the
Abbey School principal Mr.
Kiely for facilitating the
p l a nt i n g .

The trees were funded by
Tipperary County Council’s
environment section under a
joint neighbourhood. This is a
great example of the type of
project and cooperation that
can make a real difference to
the environment. The stu-
dents can also see that their
actions can make a positive
contribution to protecting
n atu re.

In total 26 trees were
planted in a matter of a few
hours. Oak throughout its
long life supports over 500
different species. Hazel and
birch reach old age at a hun-
dred years, but collectively
are a home for as many spe-
cies as oak. Spots pine is one

of our native evergreen and
the cones are packed full of
seeds for birds.

All of the trees were over
two metres tall, which gives
an instant visual effect. It also
means that apart from a little
watering during dry weather,
the trees can look after them-
s e l ve s .

These species are also ex-
cellent for wildlife and when
the mini forest matures it will
provide shelter, food and
nesting locations for birds,
bats, insects and mammals.

Ireland has the least
broadleaf cover in Europe.
This is in stark contrast to a
few centuries ago when Ire-
land was covered in wood-
land. While we rightly protest
at the destruction of the
Amazon Rainforest and the
planting for palm oil, a sim-
ilar policy has taken place in
our own countryside.

The students were divided
up teams, learning the del-
icate art of handling a shovel,
pick and sledge. They soon
got the hang of it, especially
the technique of swinging the
sledge without burning out
the arms.

Each group had first to dig
a large hole, which was done
with great enthusiasm. The
ground was quite stony in
parts, but these were no
obstacles to the students.

Next, stakes had to be
driven to support the trees.
Lots of the staff came out to

see how the work was pro-
gressing and to offer advice,
but it was the boys who did all
of the work.

With the stakes secured,
the fun bit of planting the
trees could begin. Where
once there was just a barren
piece of grass, it has now been
converted into a wonderful
habitat for wildlife.

We were also joined by
Paddy O’Dwyer, executive
scientist with Tipperary
County Council and also a tre-
mendous supporter of pro-
jects that enhance the River
Ara and its environs. When
the new River Ara walkway
opens, this will be an im-
portant outdoor classroom
right on the doorstep of the
Abbey school.

Paddy was accompanied
by his colleague, clerical of-
ficer Salome Halpin. She is
new to the council and part of
her role will be working with
the green schools. She was
seeing how a project works on
the ground, and I wish her
well in her new role.

The Abbey is planning to
do planting with a focus on
pollinators now that the
green bug has bitten. If
anyone is interested in sup-
porting their work and spon-
soring a few trees, please get
in touch.

Comments/Questions to
albert.nolan@rocket -
mail.com or 089 4230502. Al-
bert is also available to give
walks/talks to schools, tidy
towns, youth and community
g roup s .

Wildlife Matters
Albert Nolan
alber t.nolan@rocketmail.com
Tel 089 423 0502

MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN THEIR ENVIRONMENT: Transition year students from the Abbey School are
playing an active role in protecting biodiversity and helping to reduce the impact of climate change

John M Lynch
● @ l y n c h s o l i c i to rs
● w w w. fac e boo k .c o m / Ly n c h S o l i c i to rs
● w w w. l i n ked i n .c o m /c o m pa ny/ l y n c h - s o l i c i to rs

Debt management -
facing the problem
head-on in 2020

As we continue our New
Yea r ’s Legal resolutions for
2020, one issue which people
may feel forced to face is
d ebt .

With a New Year comes a
resolve to clean the slate and
start afresh, but it is often dif-
ficult to face the burden of
debt and to know where or
who to turn to.

HOW DOES INSOLVENCY
WO R K ?

Being burdened with debt
is an extremely stressful time.

The Insolvency code is a
mechanism by which people
can come to realistic arrange-
ments to tackle debt and re-
turn to solvency.

The first port of call for
those who are insolvent –
cannot meet their debts as
they fall due – is to contact a
Personal Insolvency Practi-
tioner (PIP). A PIP will assess
their situation and advise on
which arrangement, if any,
would be suitable.

The PIP acts as a go-
between for the debtor, the
creditors, the Insolvency Ser-
vice and the Courts.

The second action people
must take is to gather all in-
formation. For everyone in-
volved it is essential that a
firm grasp is had on the cur-
rent situation to properly ad-
vise and take up the right
course of action.

One of the cornerstones of
the application for Insolv-
ency is the Prescribed Finan-
cial Statement (PFS). The

purpose of the PFS is to give
an accurate written account
of all assets, debts, income
and expenditure so that a
true reflection of the finan-
cial position of the person
seeking relief is outlined.
This will enable the PIP to re-
commend different options
for dealing with outstanding
debts and to recommend
which arrangement, if any,
would be suitable.

The PFS would form the
basis of calculating what re-
payments will be made to
creditors and what portion of
monies can be kept to main-
tain a reasonable standard of
l iv i n g .

The statement will con-
tain a Statutory Declara-
tion which must be signed by
the applicant and witnessed
by a Notary public, Commis-
sioner for Oaths, Peace Com-
missioner or a practicing
Solicitor. It will be an offence
to sign this declaration
without full disclosure or if
any of the details in the Pre-
scribed Financial Statement
are incorrect or misleading.

A considerable amount of
work can be involved in pre-
paring the PFS and vouchers
or receipts for all of the de-
tails provided will be re-
qu i re d .

 
HOW MUCH INCOME DO I
HAVE OR NEED TO HAVE ?

Initially there was much
debate about the minimum
standard of living that people
entering into insolvency ar-
rangements are entitled to. 

I have found that many cli-
ents who I have been dealing
with were living below the
reasonable standard of
l iv i n g .

However, there are many
situations where people have
assets and with the proper ar-
rangement, solvency can be
ac h ieve d .

Furthermore with the re-
duction of application fees for
arrangements, it is now less
costly than ever before to
avail of the opportunity to be
debt free.

 
ARE INSOLVENCY
ARRANGEMENTS DEALT WITH
IN THE COURTS?

Insolvency cases go before
Circuit court judges who are

specially appointed to deal
with them.

With the abolition of the
absolute veto by the Banks
where the family home was
involved , there has been
more involvement by the
c ou rt s .

It remains the case that an
Arrangment must be
presented that is fair to all
parties before it can be ap-
proved by the Courts. 

I WANT TO DEAL WITH MY
DEBT, WHAT SHOULD I
EXPECT FROM A PERSONAL
INSOLVENCY PRACTITIONER?

One of the first things a
PIP will do is get a Protective
Certificate for those who are
struggling financially.  This
would stop any creditors pur-
suing them for a limited
amount of time to allow time
for proposals and negoti-
at io n s .

Personal Insolvency Prac-
titioners will:

Help those who are
looking for relief under the
Act in preparing a detailed
financial statement.

Use this information to ad-
vise on what debts can be in-
cluded and put together
 proposals based on the indi-
vidual circumstances.

Submit proposals to their
creditors once the various op-
tions and consequences are
discussed.

Liaise with the creditors
to try to find a solution which
all parties can agree on.

Organise a meeting of
creditors to vote on the pro-
posals.

Organise the approval of
any agreed Arrangement
with the courts and the regis-
tration with the Insolvency
Service of Ireland.

A detailed plan will be
given to those availing of re-
lief under the Act setting out
their obligations and spe-
cifying the time frame within
which these obligations are to
be met. The practitioner will
also be responsible for monit-
oring the payment arrange-
ments for their duration.

For further info con-
tact reception@lynchsoli -
citors.ie or Tel: 052-6124344.

The material contained in
this blog is provided for gen-
eral information purposes
only and does not amount to
legal or other professional ad-
vice. While every care has
been taken in the preparation
of the information, we advise
you to seek specific advice
from us about any legal de-
cision or course of action.
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Planning permission refused for
65-foot Clonmel phone mast
An application for planning permis-
sion to instal a 20 metres-high tele-
communications support structure
at the GAA Centre on the Western
Road, Clonmel has been turned
down by Tipperary County Council.

Three Ireland (Hutchison) Ltd.
wants to erect the 65 feet-high
structure, carrying antennae and
transmission dishes, with associ-
ated ground level equipment units
and security fencing.

500 people have signed a petition
objecting to the installation of the
mast.

Billy Shoer, secretary of the Al-
bert Street residents committee,
which organised the petition, wel-
comed the county council’s decision,
although he said it will probably be
appealed to An Bord Pleanála.

“I t’s only the first step in a two-
step process,” he stated.

“Residents and others have real
concerns and fears for their own
health and particularly their chil-
d re n’s health, both now and into the
future, from this technology, and in
particular from 5G, which Three Ire-
land will also roll out this year.”

With permission granted for

masts of similar height at The Poppy-
fields retail park and at the fire sta-
tion, Clonmel is already adequately
covered, said Mr. Shoer, a former
Mayor of Clonmel.

“The mast at the fire station is 80
feet-high on an elevated structure
and there’s no need for another
m a s t”, he said.

Mr. Shoer was also concerned
that the county council’s decision
h ad n’t addressed the issue of the
zoning of the land.

He said the site at Western Road is
zoned for community facilities, agri-
cultural-type buildings and for
camping and caravans.

Mr. Shoer said those who signed
the petition in protest against the
mast were seriously concerned
about living and working under an-
tennae/dishes that would transmit
24 hours a day, 365 days a year.

“They will continuously beam ra-
diation into our school yards, homes
and workplaces, increasing the
health risks for individuals who may
already be very vulnerable, both
physically and mentally,” he stated.

He said that four primary schools,
a creche, before/after school clubs,
churches, South Tipperary General
Hospital, the community health

centre, two medical centres, the Na-
tional Learning Network, Tipperary
Education and Training Board of-
fices, Irishtown Day Care Centre,
The Cottage Nursing Home, a dental
surgery and surrounding residential
areas were located nearby.

He said there had been no con-
sultations with residents or people
working in the area or the com-
munity, either by the GAA clubs
(Clonmel Commercials and St.
Mary’s) or Three Ireland for the mast
proposed for the GAA Centre, along-
side the handball alley.

In a statement, Three Ireland has
said “to improve coverage for our
customers in the Clonmel area,
Three has a planning application for
the development of a mast in the
GAA grounds. As with all infrastruc-
ture roll out, we will adhere to
guidelines from the International
Commission on Non-Ionising Radi-
ation Protection (ICNIRP).”

I t’s understood that the structure
was previously located at the former
Fair Oak Foods plant in Upper Ir-
ishtown, Clonmel, from where a
number of buildings have been
cleared and the site levelled in recent
m o nth s .

Tipperary County Council sign contract for 28 new homes
Tipperary County Council
has signed a contract for
the development of 28 new
homes at Knockanrawley.
The scheme, which com-
prises sixteen two-bedroom,
ten three-bedroom and two-
four bedroom homes - that
will be known as Aherlow
Meadow - has a construc-
tion value of €5.67 million.

Cathaoirleach of Tip-
perary County Council Cllr.

Michael Murphy welcomed
the signing of the contract.
“This scheme at Tipperary
will deliver high-quality
homes to families and people
from Tipperary County
C ou n c i l ’s housing list. These
units will be finished to the
highest standards and will
provide people with a place
they can be proud to call
h o m e,” he said.

Cathaoirleach of the Tip-
perary Cashel Cahir Muni-

cipal District Cllr. Michael
Fitzgerald said proposed new
scheme will be of “great be-
nefit to local families and will
provide these families with
an opportunity to become an
established part of our com-
mu n i ty.”

K & J Townmore Con-
struction Ltd. has its head of-
fice in Dublin with regional
offices in Mallow and Dublin.
“We ’re delighted to get this
contract to build 28 new

houses for Tipperary County
Council. It’s great to see
houses built in this area,” s a id
Seamus Quirke.

“Construction has already
started on site on January 6
and we’re currently working
on the foundations. We’ve a
12-month programme for de-
livery so our completion date
is the end of this year.”

Sinéad Carr, director of
services for housing with Tip-
perary County Council,

thanked the design team led
by Van Dijk Architects. “We
are delighted to be working
with K & J Townmore Con-
struction Ltd. on this
scheme, who will construct
these much needed homes.
This development comple-
ments schemes already
under construction across
the county with further
schemes planned for Cahir,
Thurles and Borrisokane to
commence construction in

early 2020.”
Tipperary County

C ou n c i l ’s chief executive Joe
MacGrath added: “T i p p e ra r y
County Council is eagerly an-
ticipating delivery of these
homes and will continue to
work with the Department of
Housing, Planning and Local
Government, developers,
builders, and other stake-
holders to continue the de-
livery of new social housing
across our county.”

‘New housing estate won't interfere
with plans to extend graveyard’
A planning application proposing
a new housing estate on a site
next to Carrick-on-Suir's St.
Mary's Cemetery won't interfere
with future plans to extend the
graveyard, a meeting of Carrick-
on-Suir Municipal District council-
lors was told.
District engineer Willie Corby as-
sured Fianna Fail Cllr Kieran
Bourke that the planning applica-
tion proposes building houses on

2 acres of residential zoned land
on the 2.7 acres site off the Dun-
garvan Road. There is no housing
proposed for the remaining 0.7
acres, which the meeting heard is
zoned amenity and earmarked for
a future extension of the town's
c e m ete r y.

He gave the assurance at Car-
rick-on-Suir Municipal District's
monthly meeting where Cllr
Bourke called on Tipperary Co.
Council to explore as soon as pos-
sible the acquisition or com-

pulsory purchase of the 0.7 acres
site for use as an extension to the
c e m ete r y.

The Carrick-on-Suir councillor
asked at what stage were the
Council's plans for the cemetery
ex te n s io n .

Cora Morrissey of the County
Council's environment and climate
change section responded that an
executive engineer had been
looking into this. She promised to
come back to Cllr Bourke with an
update on the progress of the

cemetery extension.
Meanwhile, Cllr. Bourke and

Cllr. David Dunne praised the
Council for the recent improve-
ment works carried out to foot-
paths in St Mary's Cemetery. Cllr.
Bourke, however, highlighted that
there was a serious issue with the
disposal of waste from graves at the
cemetery. He said there used to be a
skip in the cemetery where old
wreaths could be disposed of but
the Council had to remove it be-
cause some people were dumping

household waste there.
He acknowledged the Council

has directed people visiting the
cemetery to bring home their
waste but some people due to age
and infirmity were not capable of
taking their waste home.

Ms. Morrissey said she would
talk to Council officials about what
was the best option to deal with the
waste problem raised by Cllr.
B ou rke.

N EWS Have you got news for South Tipp Today?
Email dylan.white@iconicnews.ie

Agnes Hyland with granddaughter Evie at the recent Grandparents Day in Our Lad y
of Mercy Primary School, Cahir. Picture: Maria Taylor

‘T h e re’s no one
quite like Grandma’
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Take a walk on the wild side with Siúl Eile
Earlier this month, 150
walkers gathered at the
Blueway in Kilsheelan for an
invigorating hike along the
riverbank to Clonmel.
It was organised by the Siúl
Eile social walking move-
ment, which is in line this
month for a national award
for its work in getting thou-
sands of people across Co.
Tipperary out exercising in
the fresh air.

This hike along part of the
East Munster Way is one of
Siúl Eile’s Trail Walking
series that brings hikers
along sections of three of the
national waymarked trails
that pass through Co. Tip-
p e ra r y.

The huge popularity of the
Siúl Eile network of walking
groups has earned the social
enterprise a finalist place in
the Best Community Health
Initiative category of the All-
Ireland Community &
Council Awards that will be
announced at a ceremony in
Croke Park on February 15.

Siúl Eile founder Liam
Fleming from Clogheen says
he is delighted and amazed
with the award nomination
and the growth of Siul Eile

groups around the county.
The life coach and father-

of-five set up the first Siúl
Eile walking programme in
Clogheen in 2016. It was a 12-
week series of social sum-
mertime hikes in the scenic
surroundings of the Knock-
mealdown and Galtee
Mountains and Vee Valley.

The walks were billed as
the Couch to Mountain Top
walks and were targeted at
people with low fitness level.
They started off by doing
rounds of the local GAA
pitch and gradually got more
challenging with Liam
building in hills as the parti-
cipants' fitness levels im-
p rove d .

“The aim was to bring
local people out to show
them what was on their
doorstep. Very few people
have been up the mountains
but there are hundreds of
walks around Clogheen. At
the end of the 12 weeks we
went up to Galtee Mór. There
was a great response to the
p rog ra m m e,” he recalls.

Due to the success of the
Couch to Mountains walks,
Liam was invited by Tip-
perary Co. Council Sports
Partnership, which pro-

motes recreational sport in
the county, to do a Bnest So-
cial Enterprise course at the
University of Limerick.

After completing the six
month course, Tipperary
Sports Partnership helped
Liam to set up Siúl Eile
walking groups in other
communities around the
c ou nty.

“We now have 13 Siúl Eile
groups all doing different
walking programmes, “ s ays
Liam. “When we initiate a
programme, it can be a bit
slow to take off at first. We
d o n’t go in with any great fan-
fare and start with handy
numbers and soon you have
up to 60 walkers coming
out .”

Rural communities and
towns where Siúl Eile groups
are up and running include
Clogheen, Ardfinnan, Ah-
erlow, Clonmel, Carrick-on-
Suir, Cahir, Slieveardagh,
Moycarkey/ Littleton,
Drom/Inch, Thurles,
Nenagh and Arra.

Liam coordinates the
walks, which are run and led
by volunteers in all the parti-
cipating communities. Most
Siúl Eile walks are free of
charge for participants. The

Kilsheelan to Clonmel walk
on Sunday is one of the few
with an entry fee to cover the
cost of bus transport from
Clonmel to Kilsheelan.

“We run 20 walks per
week between all the groups.
You are looking at about 500
people out walking in Siúl
Eile walks weekly. We vary
the walks so people are doing
a different walk every night.”

Some groups host two to
three to three walks a week
either in the evenings or on
weekends. The How’s She

Cutting night-time walks
have been very popular over
the dark winter months. Liam
said these walks last one hour
and take place on quiet rural
roads. The Community Hall
Crawl walks are another
series that ran over 12 weeks.

Liam says the Siúl Eile
walks were started as a way to
get people fit and enjoy the
countryside but the oppor-
tunity they offer to socialise
with friends and neighbours
is just as important an attrac-
t io n .

“Most people come ini-
tially for the health benefits
but it's actually the social side
that keeps them coming.”

The next hill to climb for
Siúl Eile will be to set up
walking groups in neigh-
bouring counties.

“We hope to expand out-
side of Tipperary,” says Liam.

“We have people inter-
ested in Cork, Limerick and
Waterford. What started out
as a single walking pro-
gramme has taken on a life of
its own.”

Ber Nugent, Martina Cliffe, Liam Fleming, CEO and founder of Siúl Eile, and Geraldine Morrissey.

Maureen O’Reilly, Maria Dempsey and Marie White ready for the Siúl Eile walk from Kilsheelan to Clonmel Theresa O’Loughlin, Kathleen Ryan and John O’Lo u g h l i n

Valerie Hogan, Colette Hogan and Declan Blanchfield all set for the Kilsheelan to Clonmel Siúl Eile walk Siúl Eile walkers Marie Dempsey, Denise Power, Tony Horne, Theresa Tobin and Marie Kennedy at Kilsheelan
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Family fundraise for operation to help
two-year-old Heidi walk unaided
A South Tipperary family
are campaigning to raise
funds to send their two
year-old daughter to the
United States in April for
life-changing surgery that
will give her the chance to
walk independently.
Little Heidi Griffin from
Rathdrum, Fethard, suffers
from a form of Cerebral
Palsy called Spastic Di-
plegia, which effects her
legs and means she can't
stand correctly or walk un-
a id e d .

Her parents Pamela and
Tom Griffin received news
nearly three weeks ago that
due to a cancellation a place
has become free for Heidi to
undergo Selective Dorsal
Rhizotomy (SDR) surgery at
St Louis Children's Hospital
in Missouri in the US on April
3 0.

The surgery, which will
cost €60,000, will be carried
out by the renowned
neurosurgeon Dr TS Park and
will enable Heidi to stand and
walk unaided.

Pamela, who is an ac-
countant, and Tom, who
works in Glanbia at Derry-
grath, learned on January 17
that Heidi was suitable for
SDR and were offered the sur-
gery date. After a weekend of
consideration, they launched
a fundraising campaign to as-
sist them pay for the opera-
t io n .

Cloneen native Pamela
(née Burke) said they decided
to take the cancellation date
offered to them because the
earlier Heidi undergoes the
surgery the better the out-
come for her health.

“The longer the spasticity
is in your muscles, the greater
the chance you have of suf-
fering orthopaedic issues
with your hips and knees, and
some children can develop
S c o l io s i s ,” she explained.

She pointed out the
€60,000 fee must be paid 45
days before the operation.
After looking into the possib-
ility of securing a loan , the

Griffins concluded the only
option they had to come up
with the money in such a
short space of time was to
f u n d ra i s e.

Pamela admits it was a dif-
ficult decision for her and
Tom to go down the fun-
draising route as it meant
putting Heidi and their
family “out there” in public.

However after talking to
families in similar situations
and seeing the success they
had with setting up a Go Fund
Me page they took the
p lu n ge.

They set up Heidi's Happy
Feet GoFundMe page on
Monday, January 20 and
their first fundraising event
was a coffee morning in
Clerihan Community Hall on
Sunday, which attracted a
huge crowd and raised over
€5,0 0 0.

Pamela said her family are
overwhelmed and extremely
grateful for the generosity
shown by family, neighbours,
friends and strangers to the
fundraising campaign so far.
The Go Fund Me page has so
far raised €27,019 just two
weeks since it was set up.

“People have really been
terrific. They immediately
rallied around us and pulled
together to show their sup-
p o rt .”

Two other upcoming fun-
draising events are an auc-
tion at The Final Furlong Pub
in Clerihan on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 29, and a tractor run in
the Clerihan area on Sunday,
March 1.

Pamela and Tom, who
have two older daughters
Sadie (6) and April (4),
learned that Heidi suffered
from Spastic Diplegia around
her first birthday.

“When she was around
nine months old, we could
see she wasn't able to sit cor-
rectly and noticed there was
something wrong between
her hips and knees. She
couldn't stretch out her legs,”
Pamela recalled.

She brought Heidi to a
neurological paediatrician in
Cork and she underwent a

series of tests including an
MRI scan. After being dia-
gnosed, Heidi began under-
going daily physiotherapy
and stretching exercises to
help with her condition.

Pamela says through the
physiotherapy Heidi suc-
ceeded in crawling correctly
but she is not able to stand or
walk independently. “Her
knees are almost bent. She is
not able to get into the full up-
right position, which can
mean so much.”

Through her own re-
search and contact with
other families who have chil-
dren with the condition,
Pamela found out about the
Selective Dorsal Rhizotomy
surgery being carried out by
Dr TS Park in Missouri.

The family applied for
Heidi to undergo the surgery
in early December and she
underwent a series of tests to
establish whether she was a
suitable candidate for the op-
eration. When the Griffins'
received the news on January
17 that she was suitable and
were then offered the cancel-
lation date, Pamela recalls
she and Tom felt excitement
but also panic at the prospect
of having to come up with
€60,000 in such a short space
of time.

The Griffins will spend
five weeks in the US for
Heidi's operation. The three-
and-a-half hour long pro-
cedure will involve surgery
on Heidi's spine. Pamela ex-
plains that the nerves

sending the wrong messages
to Heidi's muscles causing
the spasticity will be cut.
“Once the spasticity is gone it
will allow her muscles to
move more freely.”

After the operation, Heidi
will have to undergo in-
tensive physiotherapy, which
Pamela says will always be a
part of her life.

Since setting up the fun-
draising campaign, the
Griffins have been contacted
by another family in a similar
situation to them, who they
have been able to point in the
right direction. She says it's
unfortunate that families of
children like Heidi have to do
their own research into SDR
surgery and fundraise to ac-
cess the operation. “Eve n

though you may pay thou-
sands a year in health insur-
ance, it doesn't cover you
because the surgery is out-
side the EU.”

Pamela's goal is to have
Heidi walking independently
within 12 months of the oper-
ation. Her wish is for Heidi to
be able to walk into primary
school in two years time and
do the physical activities that
are part of school life.

She describes Heidi as a
typical two year-old full of
chat and very charming.

“She is a beautiful little girl
and she loves her sisters. I
truly believe she will do
whatever she wants to do in
life. She just needs this little
bit of help now.”

Pamela and Tom Griffin from Rathdrum with their daughters (from left) April, Heidi and Sadie

Coláiste Chluain Meala students make the mind-body connection
Coláiste Chluain Meala students spent a day
recently working on their physical, social
and mental health.
Facilitated by Health Fitness Ireland (HFI),
the programme was delivered in a fun and
practical yet informative fashion.

They worked with the school as part of Col-
áiste Chluain Meala’s wellbeing programme,

delivering five one-hour workshops to all stu-
dents from 1st to 6th year. Students particip-
ated in workshops in quality sleep and
recovery, high intensity interval training,
health psychology, quality nutrition, and
home training and circuit training. Teachers
did preparatory and aftercare work with the
students to ensure that they got the most from
the programme.

“It was a very practical, challenging, fun-
filled and educational day for our students,
where year groups worked together in a
friendly, active atmosphere. The community
spirit of the school was highly visible
throughout the day with teachers joining the
students in their activities,” said school prin-
cipal John McCarthy.

“All the indicators of wellbeing, which is a

key part of the school’s curriculum, were met,
with students being active, aware, connected,
responsible, resilient and respectful.

“HFI also worked with our sister school
Gaelcholáiste Chéitinn on a similar pro-
gramme. Feedback from our students has
been positive, despite a few complaints about
aching muscles, especially from the teachers,”
he adds.
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‘Tipperary Tourism building awareness of our wonderful attractions’
Tipperary Tourism’s new
website, www.tip-
perary.com, was launched
this month in front of a
large audience of stake-
holders from the tourism
sector across the county.
It is hoped that the new
website will position Tip-
perary as a more attractive
destination for tourists to
visit, stay and enjoy the
unique treasures of the
a rea .

Whether your interest is
culture, heritage, sport, gast-
ronomy or leisure, Tipperary
has a lot to offer and this ex-
citing new online portal gives
holidaymakers all they need
to plan and enjoy a great visit
to the county.

With 12 sample itineraries
catering to all tastes, this mo-
bile-optimised website show-
cases what a holiday in
Tipperary could feel like and
provides helpful tips on how
to find the authentic Tip-
perary experience.

At the launch event in the
Excel Centre in Tipperary
Town before an audience of
commercial, recreational and
community service providers
from right across the county,
cathaoirleach of Tipperary
County Council Cllr. Michael
Murphy said: “This new web-
site will boost Tipperary’s on-
line presence and encourage
many more visitors to come to
stay, play and support our
local businesses.”

Attendees at the launch
also received details of Tip-
perary Tourism Membership
2020, a scheme supporting
tourism-related businesses,
community groups and indi-
viduals across Tipperary to
attract tourists to the county.

“Tipperary Tourism is
building awareness of our
wonderful county’s attrac-
tions and all our members
will benefit from our annual
marketing campaign and this
dynamic, new website,” s a id
Tipperary Tourism chair
Luke Murtagh.

Tipperary County Council

chief executive Joe MacGrath
said the website is a “vital part
of our strategic plan to posi-
tion Tipperary nationally and
globally as a leading holiday
d e s t i n at io n .”

He said Tipperary County
Council is committed to en-

hancing Tipperary’s reputa-
tion and valued position
within Ireland’s Ancient East
and Ireland’s Hidden Heart-
lands in partnership with
Fáilte Ireland and supported
by our strong tourism sector
through Tipperary Tourism.

The recent upgrading by
Failte Ireland and Tipperary
County Council of the historic
town signage trail in Tip-
perary Town was also pro-
filed.

The signs were redesigned
and reworded to align with

I re l a n d ’s Ancient East and to
include Tipperary Town in
the Butler Trail, a tour of Tip-
p e ra r y ’s medieval towns that
now incorporates Carrick-
on-Suir, Clonmel, Cahir, Ro-
screa and Tipperary.

N EWS Have you got news for South Tipp Today?
Email dylan.white@iconicnews.ie

Tourism development officer Marie Phelan, Tipperary Tourism chair Luke Murtagh, Cllr. Michael Murphy and Tipperary County Council chief
executive Joe MacGrath at the launch of www.tipperary.com

Andrea appointed president at Women in Business Network
South Tipperary Women in
Business Network has an-
nounced the appointment of
Andrea Keenan as its new
p res i d e nt .

Owner of the Foot Care
Centre at Oakville in Clonmel,
A n d rea’s priority for the
coming year will be to en-
courage new members to the
network, especially anyone

who has just set up their own
business in South Tipperary
or is in the process of doing
s o.

Current network mem-
bers operate businesses in a
wide range of sectors in-
cluding retail, healthcare,
beauty, travel, tourism, ca-
tering and coaching. Andrea
hopes to encourage women
from these and other sectors

to get involved, to share their
stories and experiences of
being a woman in business.

South Tipperary Women
in Business Network was es-
tablished in 2003 to provide
opportunities for business-
women to network and share
ideas, providing support,
training and mentoring along
with increasing business con-
tacts in a supportive environ-

m e nt .
The group, which is sup-

ported by the Local Enter-
prise Office, meets monthly
at Clonmel Park Hotel. Guest
speakers at these monthly
meetings range from inspira-
tional entrepreneurs to ex-
perts in a variety of business
fields such as sales and mar-
keting, public relations,
branding, finance, and busi-

ness development.
For further information

on South Tipperary Women
in Business Network, contact
Ita Horan at the Local Enter-
prise Office Tipperary on
ita.horan@leo.tipperary -
coco.ie or 052-6129466.

New members can also
contact the network via Face-
book. Clonmel's Andrea Keenan is the

new president of South Tipperary
Women in Business Network

‘We wanted to ensure that
the polling station stayed
open in the community’

A hospitable host, a cup of
tea and freshly baked
scones awaited voters in a
unique polling station in Tip-
perary on Saturday.
Sean O'Donovan's home in
Coolmoyne, situated
between Fethard and
Cashel, was the only private
house in Tipperary to be
used as a polling station in
the general election.

Voters throughout Tip-
perary, who had to wait until
Wednesday evening (Feb-
ruary 5) to be sure if they
would be given the oppor-
tunity to vote in the general
election, came out in force to
register their vote despite the
inclement weather.

Minister for Local Govern-
ment Eoghan Murphy had

signed a “special difficulty”
order allowing the election in
Tipperary to go ahead. The
order was signed late on
Wednesday night after ex-
tensive legal consultations.

The vote had been post-
poned after the sudden death
of Independent candidate
Marese Skehan.

Polling station host Sean
O'Donovan welcomed the
first voter to his home shortly
after 7am and like voters who
called throughout the day,
was offered a cup of tea,
scones and tart as voters
availed of the opportunity to
have a chat about the elec-
t io n .

“It is a very social day. We
put on a cup of tea and people
enjoy meeting one another
for a chat about the election,”

said Sean.
The number registered to

vote at Sean's home is 242 and
by tea time the station was on
course to reach up to a 70%
tu r n out .

“It was very quiet during
the rugby game between Ire-
land and Wales, and the half
hour after the rugby was the
busiest time of the day,”
added Sean.

He took on the responsib-
ility of hosting the vote in
Coolmoyne in 2007. “We
wanted to ensure that the sta-
tion would stay open in the
community. It used to be held
in Coolmoyne National
School next door to me but
the school closed in 1967. The
school became a private res-
idence and the vote con-
tinued to be held there, but in

2007 it could not be held there
and rather than leave it go out
of the community I decided to
take it on,” he said.

“We had lost a creamery, a
post office and three shops in

the area so it was important to
ensure the polling station
stayed in the community.”

A neighbour, Monica
Ahearne, was the presiding
officer in the station, Sean's

daughter Aisling was the
clerk and another daughter
Theresa supported Sean in
hosting the voting.

Sean O'Donovan with presiding officer Monica Ahearne at the polling booth in Sean's house



15SOUTH TIPP TODAYTh ursday, Februar y 13 , 2020 w w w.tipperar ylive.ie

Carrick-on- Suir
Credit Union - come
and talk to us first!

Spring is officially here –
and the change of season is
one of the best and most pop-
ular times of year for home
i m p rove m e nt s .

Home upgrading is a trend
which has seen somewhat of a
surge in popularity in recent
years – and for good reason. A
refurbishment can com-
pletely transform a home. A
nationwide survey by the
Irish League of Credit Unions
(ILCU) found that a signi-
ficant two thirds of adults had

carried out home improve-
ments between 2014 and
2 0 1 7.

We all know that getting
work done at home can be
very stressful so let us make
getting your home improve-
ment loan as easy as it can be
with Carrick-on-Suir Credit
Un io n .

Whether it’s a state of the
art kitchen, the walk in
shower of your dreams or
new carpets and floorboards:
the Carrick on Suir Credit

Union Home Improvement
Loan is what you need. Let us
turn your dreams into
rea l i ty.

There are no fees, no
transaction charges, no pen-
alties for early repayment
and the loan is insured at no
extra cost.

Come talk to us today or
apply online.

Terms and Conditions
apply. Carrick-on-Suir Credit
Union is regulated by Central
Bank of Ireland.
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Cahir Credit Union
serving all in our
Common Bond area

Cahir Credit Union were
delighted to celebrate 50
years of service and we thank
our members for the great re-
sponse to our big birthday!

We want to continue to
grow this important service
not only in Cahir but in Ard-
finnan and the surrounding
communities in our Common
Bond

To do so we ask you to Con-
nect to Cahir Credit Union for
your lending needs!

D o n’t worry if you are not a
member as you can become a

member if you live or work
within a ten mile radius of our
Cahir or Ardfinnan office.

You can join and apply for
a loan on the same day as the
main consideration is
“Ability to Repay”.

You can phone us 052 74
41843 or email
info@cahircu.ie with any
loan enquiries.

In 2019 we approved 98%
of loans and we gave our
member’s back 12.5% of the
total interest that they paid
on standard rate loans.

Check out the Loan Calcu-
lator on our website and re-
gister for free on-line
banking, our app is available
on Google Play or Apple
Sto re !

Also check your account is
active and that you are eli-
gible for the free insurances
that we provide on your be-
half as terms and conditions
ap p l y.

We ask you all to support
Cahir Credit Union your local
Credit Union and we will sup-
port you!

Gleeson Floor Sanding
- bringing floors to life
Based in Nenagh, Gleeson Floor Sanding is a
floor sanding company that offers the
highest standard of service to customers in
Tipperary, Offaly, Limerick, Clare, Laois,
Carlow, Cork & Kilkenny.

By offering our customers the ultimate
floor finish we can assure a freshly restored
look for domestic and commercial flooring

that has endured the wear and tear of everyday
l iv i n g .

Using the highest quality of materials and
equipment we promise to restore your
flooring to its original finish.

We provide a professional & affordable ser-
vice with satisfactory results every time.

We guarantee no dust, no odour, no hassle.

A well-sanded floor not alone brings the floor to life but enhances the whole room. Gleeson Floor Sanding
(Nenagh) are a company that offers the highest standard of service to customers over a wide area
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CLONMEL CREDIT UNION
- for your flexible loan of any size

Spring is officially here –
and the change of season is
one of the best and most pop-
ular times of year for home
improvements. Home up-
grading is a trend which has
seen somewhat of a surge in
popularity in recent years –
and for good reason. A refur-
bishment can completely
transform a home. For many,
it is also the only affordable
option if they find they have

outgrown their home and
need more space for the
f a m i l y.

A home improvement loan
with Clonmel Credit Union
can help you achieve your
v i s io n .

We approve over 95% of all
loan applications and we will
work with each individual
borrower to structure repay-
ments in a way that will suit
their circumstances. There

are no hidden fees or admin-
istration charges and we
provide life cover on loans at
no extra cost. Borrowers are
also free to repay the loan
early, should they wish,
without any penalties.

And by the way, our bor-
rowers received 30% cash-
back on interest paid in 2019!

“So, whether your plans
include building on an exten-
sion, overhauling the kit-

chen, laying new carpets or
floorboards, or just giving
your home a fresh lick of
paint, talk to us here at
Clonmel Credit Union. You’ll
find we are happy to provide
flexible loans of any size to
suit your grand designs”

For more info Freephone
us on 1800945987 or visit
w w w.c l o n m e l c u .c o m

Clonmel Credit Union: Come and talk to us and we can make your dream home become a reality with our flexible loan plans.
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Weston Electrical
Supplies
Peter Street, Clonmel
Brian Weston is a fully qualified
and registered electrician.

He and his wife Carmel run
Weston Electrical Supplies a rel-
atively new and welcome addi-
tion to Peter Street in Clonmel.

Their primary focus is to look
after the clients needs whether
its a rewire or change a light
s w i tc h .

Carmel has been working in
an interiors shop last 12 years
and she can offer a service/ad-
vice to the table. At the very start
we offer for a customer to book
in and we can go through what
they needed or advise them on

what to pick from, go through
house plans, etc.

As Brian says most stores will
just sell you a light and then it
might get left in a box for a
month or two until an electri-
cian is organised to install it.
Brian and Carmel offer a joined
up service expert advice and in-
stallation. A new light fixture is a
quick and easy way to modernize
any room in your home.

Brian also specializes in New
houses, Rewires, Extentions,
Fire alarms, Emergency
Lighting, Maintenance, Callout
Service and much more on 086
2 27 7 0 02

Premier Bathrooms
- where quality and
service come first
Premier Bathrooms and
Tiles are proud to be one of
the largest bathroom and
tiles suppliers in County Tip-
perary and are based in
C as h e l

Since launching in 2009
we've worked extensively to
ensure that we provide bath-
rooms of only the highest
quality. Our commitment to
this mission has meant that
we've not only made a name

for ourselves in Tipperary
but also built a large and loyal
customer base in South of Ire-
land

With extensive ranges of
Bathroom Suites, Showers,
Baths, Toilets, Basins, Taps
and more, you're sure to find
everything you need to create
the perfect bathroom envir-
o n m e nt .

Although we're based in
Tipperary we've established a
very high standard of service
which serves all the local
counties of from Cork, Tip-
perary, Kilkenny, Waterford
and limerick.

Wherever you are in Mun-
ster Premier Bathrooms and
Tiles is the premier choice for
high quality bathrooms with
style and practicality: all
backed up by extensive war-
ranties and efficient, low-
cost delivery. With such a
wide range of products and
unbeatable low prices we're
confident that we stock the
best bathrooms Ireland has
to offer.

Thinking of fitting a new bathroom in 2020? Let Premier Bathroms and Tiles (Cashel) quote you first!
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Clonmel Kitchen &
Bedroom Centre
Kitchens are the heart of every home and it
is vitally important to find the right kitchen
that suits both your needs and your style.

Whether you are planning a renovation or
building a custom kitchen, we will create the
kitchen that suits your lifestyle and reflects
the latest advances in kitchen design & tech-
nolog y.

Clonmel Kitchens & Bedrooms is a family
run business, headed up by Jim Kirby who has
25+ years experience in the industry and is
ably assisted by his daughter Niamh who
brings a level of enthusiasm and fresh
thinking to the business.

Not only have CKB succeeded in becoming
one of the region’s largest suppliers of kit-
chens, but have also succeeded in making
people happy with our kitchen design and
keeping in line with our policy of serving our
customers with respect, integrity and fair-
ness.

Call in today to our premises in Ardgaoithe
Business Park Clonmel and see a sample of our
bespoke kitchen designs and speak to Jim or
Niamh about a style and fit that suits your life-
style needs and budget.

Clonmel Kitchen & Bedroom Centre have years of experience to guide you in making the correct decisions
regarding your new kitchen and bedroom choices

Clonmel Kitchen & Bedroom Centre Ltd

Unit 2H, Ard Gaoithe Business Park, Cashel Road, Clonmel, Co. Tipperary.
Tel: 052 61 25788. Fax: 052 61 25853. Email: info@clonmelkitchens.com
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Meeting kick-starts Biodiversity Action Plan
More than 50 people at-
tended a public meeting to
devise a Biodiversity Action
Plan for Carrick-on-Suir at
the town's Sean Healy Lib-
rary on January 29.

The meeting was organised
by Carrick-on-Suir and Dis-
trict Lions Club, which has
been awarded funding from
the Community Foundation
for Ireland to draw up a plan
involving local groups and
the wider community to
tackle biodiversity loss in
the town and district.

Ecologist Michelle O’Nei l l
from Cluainecology Ltd., who
will lead the project, de-
livered an illustrated talk on
local and global biodiversity
issues at the meeting.

She outlined the import-
ance of retaining a natural or-
ganic habitat for native fauna
and flora, which is fast disap-
pearing due to urbanisation,
drainage, pollution, chemical
use and invasion of alien spe-
cies such as Japanese Knot-
weed, Giant Hogweed, grey
squirrels and 2Dace fish,
which push out native spe-
c ie s .

She spoke of how more
than 100 plant species are

now endangered with 20 of
them in critical danger of be-
coming extinct.

The loss of natural hab-
itats and decline of wood-
lands and meadows are also
impacting on the lives of
flora, insects, birds and an-
imals, all necessary to bal-
ance the delicate ecosystem
essential for all life forms.
Librarian Carol Delany gave
an illustrated presentation
on the biodiversity garden in
the Library's grounds and
how it is developing with
fruit trees and wildflowers, a
bug hotel, mixed berry wild-
life hedges, herb planting and
a fernery.

These nature projects
have developed under the
guidance and help from
Debbie Murphy, Carrick-on-
Suir Town Council and her
team along with help from
students and pupils from
local schools who have been
involved in many nature
themed workshops at the lib-
ra r y.

Carol thanked Carrick
M e n’s Shed's members for all
their assistance and willing-
ness to help out with mater-
ials and construction.

Lions Club member Brian
White then outlined the

various biodiversity activities
undertaken by the Lions Club
in recent years.

The projects include a
clean up of the Bog Field in
Carrickbeg where Japanese
Knotweed had to be profes-
sionally removed and the re-
moval of 6 tons of rubbish
from the river bed and the on-
going development of the Suir

Blueway which promotes a
strong environmental mes-
sage with educational panels
along the way, regular organ-
ised clean-ups and com-
munity based events for all to
e n joy.

President John Mc-
Namara encouraged all
groups to come on board with
the community biodiversity

plan that will cover four key
areas habitat maps, invent-
ories of species, actions to be
taken and linkages to various
state agencies, groups and so-
c iet ie s .

The action plan will in-
volve the entire community of
all ages and aims to re-estab-
lish natural habitats which
will in turn nurture and pro-

tect native species and flora.
The Lions Club will now

undertake habitat and spe-
cies surveys and talk to other
agencies, community organ-
isations and individuals who
may lead activities to improve
local biodiversity from next
year. Any organisation or in-
dividual interested may con-
tact Brian or any Lions Club
m e m b e r.

Lions Club members, speakers and members of the public who attended the meeting at Carrick-on-Suir's Sean Healy Library
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‘Our angel Sarah Dillon will never be forgotten’
On February 29 and March 1,
a group of leisure cyclists
will gather at the Clonmel
Park Hotel to embark on a
two-day cycle to honour the
memory of beautiful Sarah
Dillon who passed away sud-
denly in April 2014, aged just
n i n e.
This cycle is organised each
year as a training spin for
the annual Tour de Munster
Cycle, which is celebrating
its 20th year this year and
takes place from August 6-9.
Then, 150 cyclists will com-
plete a four-day, 640 kms
tour through Munster to
raise vital funding for the
six Munster county
branches of Down Syn-
drome Ireland.

Sarah, along with her par-
ents Trish and Brian, have
been an integral part of both
events and Paul Sheridan, or-
ganiser of Tour de Munster,
said: “Sarah has touched so
many lives in a very special
way that it was only fitting
that her beautiful memory
should be honoured and re-
membered, and therefore
this cycle weekend is dedic-
ated to her memory.”

An open invitation has
been extended to all cycling
enthusiasts to join in the

cycle in a fortnight’s time and
share the journey to honour
Sa ra h’s memory. People may
join this cycle for one or both
d ays .

Day one will see cyclists
travel from the Clonmel Park
Hotel to Killenaule, Dualla,
Cashel, Cahir, Ardfinnan and
back by Knocklofty to the
Park Hotel. The two routes on
Saturday include a 60 kms
and 90 kms cycle.

Day two will take cyclists
to Carrick-on-Suir, through
Rathgormack and back to
Clonmel in a 65 kms loop,
with an option to climb Se-
skin Hill.

Registration, which begins
at 9.15am, is free, and volun-
tary donations to Down Syn-
drome Ireland’s Tipperary
branch will be gratefully ac-
c e pte d .

Both stages will com-
mence at 10am and all cycling
enthusiasts are welcome.

All interested cyclists
should check out the Down
Syndrome Tipperary Face-
book page for cycle routes and
further details.

Down Syndrome Ireland
Tipperary is a voluntary or-
ganisation and its main ob-
jective is to ensure that each
individual has the oppor-
tunity to develop to his/her
full potential and ability.

The services provided in-
clude speech and language
therapy, educational tu-
toring, fitness and art
therapy, literacy and nu-
meracy, dance and yoga
classes and opportunities for
socialisation and independ-
ence, along with a host of sup-
port and resources for
members and their families.

This all takes funding and
through the support and
great work of the cyclists,
more people with Down Syn-
drome will be helped in a
practical way.

Sarah was so full of life.
She loved to dance and was a
member of the On Your Toes
dance group in Clonmel, win-
ning many trophies for her

dancing. She loved the cos-
tumes, the glitz and the
sparkle of it all. Sarah was so
proud of herself having
mastered the one-handed
c a rt wh e e l .

She also played football
with Clonmel Town Football
for All and was a member of
the Dolphin Swimming Club,
Clonmel.

Sarah had such ability and
brought mischief and joy to all
who knew her. Her parents,
Trish and Brian are grateful to
everyone who helps to or-
ganise this special event every
year, and to all the cyclists
who take part in memory of
Sarah. “Our angel will never
be forgotten,” they said.

Organisers are looking forward to Sarah’s Cycle, the headquarters for which is the Clonmel Park Hotel, on February 29 and March 1
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Brewery Lane wins six Green Room drama awards
Brewery Lane Drama
Group's thespians won an
impressive six awards for
its recent productions of
Gaslight and The Real McCoy
at the inaugural Green Room
Awards in Waterford.
And Carrick-on-Suir Mu-
sical Society's well known
musical director Fergal Car-
roll won the Best Musical
Director gong at the awards
that recognise top perform-
ances in musicals, drama,
comedy, choral and panto
p ro duc t io n s .

The awards ceremony
took place at the Theatre
Royal in Waterford on Sunday
night. More than 140 nom-
inees gathered at the gala ce-
remony for the event at which
36 awards were handed out.

Brewery Lane was nomin-
ated for 11 awards and won six
in the amateur drama cat-
egory including the two top
acting awards for its produc-
tion of Gaslight.

Neill Bourke won both the
Best Actor Award for his per-
formance as the lead Jack
Manningham in the thriller
Gaslight and Best Comedy
Award for his portrayal of
Martin Daly in 1960s Irish
comedy drama The Real
McCoy. Suzanne Dunne re-
ceived the Best Actress prize
for her portrayal of Bella in
G a s l i g ht .

Gaslight director
Roseanne Glascott received
the Best Director award while
Colm Power received the Best
Play award for Brewery Lane's
production of The Real
McCoy. Walter Dunphy won
the Best Supporting Actor
award for his performance as
Tom Molloy in The Real
M c C oy.

Meanwhile, Fergal Carroll
won the Best Musical Dir-
ector award for his work on
Carrick-on-Suir Musical So-

ciety's production of Chicago
last March. He is the musical
director of the society's up-
coming annual show Ok-
lahoma.

Mr Dunphy said Brewery
Lane Drama Group was de-

lighted and honoured with
the recognition the awards
accorded their members for
their work on these two
p l ays .

The Drama Group isn't
resting on its laurels though.

Mr Dunphy said prepara-
tions are underway to stage
their next drama Eclipse
about the Magdalene Laun-
dries at Brewery Lane
Theatre at the end of March.

Brewery Lane
Drama Group's
Green Room
Awards recipients
Roseanne Glascott,
Neill Bourke and
Suzanne Dunne at
the Theatre Royal
in Waterford
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‘I remind everybody at the school to vote
for my sister on Dancing with the Stars’

A special needs assistant based at a
County Tipperary school says her
sister is "loving life" on hit RTÉ
series Dancing with the Stars.
Rathkeevin National School is ral-
lying behind Miss Universe Ireland
2018 winner Gráinne Gallanagh,
whose sister Gemma is currently
working at the school.

Donegal native Gemma says the
children and staff at the Tipperary
school are voting for Gráinne every

week. "I remind everybody at the
school on Fridays to vote. Hopefully
Gráinne will come down to Rath-
keevin to meet them all after Dancing
with the Stars finishes," Gemma
smiles.

Gemma says winning Miss Uni-
verse Ireland 2018 has presented
Gráinne, whose dance partner is Kai
Widdrington, with many opportun-
ities. “She went to Bangkok for Miss
Universe in 2018, finishing in the top
20 in the world and in the top five in
Europe. She had been juggling mod-
elling and nursing in London since
then, and moved back to Donegal this
year and got the call for Dancing with

the Stars," says Gemma, who is living
with her Tipperary partner in
Clonmel.

Gemma says the Gallanagh family
is "shocked" by Gráinne's dance
moves. "We had never seen her dance
before so it has been a shock to us as a
family watching her," she says.

" T h e re’s a lot of training involved,
a lot of early mornings and long days.
When she started training, she was
so nervous and found it hard to do the
steps, but every week she is getting
better and better. She’s loving it and
gets on great with the other dancers.
I t’s a fantastic experience and is def-
initely something different to

nu r s i n g ,” Gemma laughs.
Gemma says her sister will con-

tinue nursing after Dancing with the
Stars, but didn't rule out further TV
appearances. "You never know. If the
opportunity arises to go on to other
shows, she would love it. But for now,
she is just enjoying the moment,
living week-to-week and hoping to
get through,” she adds.

Dancing with the Stars contestant Gráinne
Gallanagh with her Tipperary-based sister
Gemma

BY DYLAN WHITE
e-mail: d y l a n .w h i te @ i c o n i c n ews . i e
Twitter: @Tipperar yLive.ie
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JOHN BYRNE
HEATING SYSTEMS AND SOLUTIONS

✔ Pellet and Log Wood Gasification Boilers
✔ Solid Fuel Stove Installations
✔ Solar Panels and Tubes
✔ Bathroom Refurbishments
✔ S.E.A.I. Approved Oil and Gas Boiler Upgrades
✔ R.G.I.I. Regst Gas Installer
✔ Oil and Gas Boiler Servicing

Tel: (086)8476308 or (052)7465391

Cleaning Specialists
W: www.proclen.net

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

Pat O’Brien 087 4115127 - 052 614 8888 - 062 77983
Prices Quoted are for complete Job, No Hidden Extras

Over 25 years experience, covering all of South Tipperary

Suite €150, Room1 €60, 2 €100, 3 €140, 4 €160, Stairs & Landing €70
Free Dust Mite Eliminator & Fabric Protection

Floor Tiles & Grout Cleaned & Sealed * Timber Floors Cleaned & Polished

www.moroneysfootwear.com

T:052 6121552
49/50 O’Connell Street,

Clonmel

MORONEYS
FOOTWEAR

shoes 2 choose

CLONMEL
BUDGETS

CHOICE
FFERS

OUTDOORS
WORKWEAR

OP

SAFETY
FOOTWEAR
ALL BUDGETS
HUGE CHOICE
GREAT OFFERS
OUTDOORS
WORKWEAR
FIRSTSTOP

SMITH
CABS

24hr service
365 days a year

Reliable family run business

086 0529500
Prop. Eddie & Alice Smith

Antique Clock
Repair & Restoration Service

Over 30 years experience
Call Michael Crotty on

087 6565892

BLITZ CHIMNEY
CLEANING

SERVICE

For a Clean Professional
and Prompt Service

Contact
CON DONEGAN

(087) 6839920

New Powersweeping System

CAHARCLOUGH TARMACADAM

Prop: John Madigan
• Machine Laid Tarmac/Asphalt

• Private Driveways/Roadways

• Tar & Chippings

• Brick Paving/Kerbing

• Tennis Courts/Carparks (supplied & fitted)

No Job Too Small - Free QuotationsNo Job Too Small - Free Quotations

C2 Registered - Fully Insured

Fethard Road, Clonmel, Co. Tipperary
Mob: 087 8339423 Office: 052 61 84455
Email: info@caharcloughtarmac.com

ALL WORK
GUARANTEED!

Trader Contact Gemma Foran
gemma.foran@nationalist.ie

052-6172500

Contact Grainne Ryan

grainne.ryan@nationalist.ie

052-6172500

Contact:
Gemma Foran 052-6172537 | gemma.foran@nationalist.ie
Grainne Ryan 052-6172521 | grainne.ryan@nationalist.ie

1 Hour Express Service

CAHIR CARPETS LTD.
Cahir Business Park, Cahir, Co. Tipperary.

Tel: 052 7443333

Quality Carpets from Brinton, Ulster,
Cormar, Westex, Navan, Furlongs,

Flanagans.
Contract/

Domestic Vinyl
Flooring

• COMPETITIVE PRICES
• EXPERT INSTALLATION GUARANTEED

AGENTS FOR AMTICO AND
KARNDEAN - LUXURY VINYL

FLOORING

Cormar, Westex, Navan, Furlongs, 

Domestic Vinyl

• COMPETITIVE PRICES

Quality Carpets from Brintons, Ulster,
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FOR ALL YOUR TILING NEEDS
CERAMIC PORCELAIN

OR MARBLE
FREE QUOTATIONS OR ADVICE

Fully Insured
Contact Paul (086) 2231178 or Don (087) 7735932

P & D Tiling
Contractors

Trader Contact Gemma Foran
gemma.foran@nationalist.ie

052-6172500

Contact Grainne Ryan

grainne.ryan@nationalist.ie

052-6172500

Contact:
Gemma Foran 052-6172537 | gemma.foran@nationalist.ie
Grainne Ryan 052-6172521 | grainne.ryan@nationalist.ie

Mini • Standard • Large
Mattress Disposal
Covering South Tipperary
Mill River Business Park, Carrick-on-Suir, Co. Tipperary.

Tel: 051-645445 or 087-9677797
Vat registered • Permit reference: WFP-TS-12-0001-01/NWCPO-08-02499-03

SKIP HIREJOHN PHELAN

Don’t let homework control your life!
Take control over your homework.

@Are you worried
about your upcoming
Junior Cert?

@Does homework
take up too much of
your time?

@Does your child find
homework hard to do?

In just 6 weeks your child can learn how to do their
homework more efficient and get better results.
Check our website for all the possibilities.

Cash Paid ! Scrap Cars bought for Cash !!
Car Breakers, Ballinure, Thurles
Phone Mike : 087 2676867

We buy Cars, Vans & Trucks
Certs Issued
Vehicle Collection Arranged

Covering Thurles, Killenaule,
Cashel, Clonmel, Carrick-On-Suir, Cahir etc.

WINDOWS REPAIR SERVICE
Drafty Windows serviced, Hinges, Handles etc,

Doors Locks Replaced,Patio Door Rollers

Fogged up & Broken Glass

Phone WINDOOR @ 087 2707428

PREMIER COUNTY QUALITY 
FOLDING ATTIC STAIRS

Supplied & 
Fitted with

Steel Handrail & 
Insulated Door

Flooring Supplied 
& Fitted

Attic Insulation

CALL DJ on 
(087) 4608566(087) 9941578
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HOUSEKEEPER /
CLEANER wanted
in Cahir Town, 2-3
mornings per week. 
References essential.
Email:
t ipperaryhouse@
gmail.com or tele-
phone 087 7960808.

160 ROUND
BALES OF STRAW
for sale. Tel: 086-
8766316

PAINTING AND
DECORATING
interior/exterior.
Michael O'Leary,
Ardfinnan. VAT Reg. 
Fully Insured. Free
quotations. 
Tel:(052)7466331
(086)3285846  

W O R K S H O P
T E C H N I C I A N
R E Q U I R E D
Clonmel area.
Duties to include:
Assembly of new
machines, repairs
and servicing. Train-
ing can be given.
Full and part-time
work available.
052 6180441

C H I L D M I N D E R
REQUIRED to mind 
school going aged
children in children's 
own home, 3-4 after-
noons per week.
(School collection
included), Horse &
Jockey/Cashel area.
Must have full driv-
ing licence, car and 
references.
Phone:089/9754982

ELAINE HUNT
Clonmel Town
Centre Certified
Registered Practi-
t i o n e r " U n i v e r s a l
Contour Body
W r a p , M a s s a g e ,
Re f l e xo l o g y, V H I ,
Quinn & Aviva
approved, Reiki Mas-
ter,Indian Head Mas-
sage. Gift Vouchers. 
Ladies for appoint-
ment. 
Tel:(086)8514650

PROFESSIONAL
PAINTING &
D E C O R A T I N G
Interior, exterior, free 
quotation, free
colour consultation,
hand painted
kitchens. Local
friendly service. 
Call: Kevin 
(086)0726436

Cooper,Mycro,
Spare Parts,
Cultec &
Ash Hurleys
Hurley Bands,
Gloves,Grips
Sloiters,

Mouthguards,
Golf Balls.
Darts &
Accessories.

HURLING
HELMETS

WRENN’S
35 IRISHTOWN
CLONMEL

Tel: (086)8788113

FOR SALE
British Friesian heif-
ers (calved and
incalf), Jersey cross 
heifers high EBI,
(calved and incalf)
Due from early Feb-
ruary. 55 maiden jer-
sey cross heifers,
Ph:086-8599443

CARS FOR CASH
I buy any cars from 
'07 onwards. 
Mechanical prob-
lems
No NCT or Crashed.
Tel(089)2114666

G R O U N D W O R K
SPECIALISTS Tar-
macadam, Paving
and Patios. For free 
estimates please
contact Daniel on
(087)2024696 or
(085)1925640

Ace chimney
sweep  Expert in
stove chimney
sweeping. Power
sweeping system,
spotless work. Open 
fires, cookers, cowls 
fitted. Call Seamus
087-7794047. E:
seamus@eircom.net

2010 TOYOTA
AVENSIS 2.0.
D-4D.  153Kmiles. 
NCT:07/20. Taxed:
03/20. Navy-blue.
€2,990euros
Phone:(086)2414669  

HONEST CLEAN
LADY SEEKS
HOUSE OR FLAT
TO SHARE Granny 
flat or ensuite room. 
Clonmel town area. 
Must be centrally
located. Box Number 
325 c/o South Tipp
Today, Queen Street, 
Clonmel.

B R O A D B A N D /
INTERNET 
High Speed and
Local.  Tippbroad-
band.ie 
Covering all the
Galtee and Vee Valley 
Areas, from Bally-
macarbry to Ballypo-
reen, Clonmel  to
Mitchelstown. Free
Site Test.  No Eircom 
Line required.  No
download limits.
Local Company.
Local       Fitters. Calv-
ing Cameras/Security 
Cameras.  No hidden 
charges, Free Advice.  
052 6146006  www.
Tippbroadband.ie 

ELAINE HUNT
Clonmel Town
Centre. Certified
Registered Practi-
tioner Universal
Contour Body Wrap, 
Massage, Reflexolo-
gy, VHI, Layla & Avi-
va approved, Reiki
Master,Indian Head
Massage. Gift Vouch-
ers. Ladies for
appointment. 
Tel:(086)8514650

P R E M I E R
P A I N T I N G
SERVICES Room
ceiling and walls
from €90euros.  Hall, 
stairs and landing,
ceilings and walls
from €150euros. Free 
quotations. Over 30 
years experience.
Phone John Paul
(086)4416728

FIREWOOD FOR
SALE
Large load-€100euro 
small load-€60euro
Turf €5euro per bag.
Trees wanted for fire-
wood.
Liam-086/1632682

ASH & BEECH
seasoned blocks for 
stoves and open
fires-different sized
trailer loads priced
from €70euros.
Clonmel area. 
Tel:(087)1611648

WINDOW CLEAN-
ING SERVICE
Windows cleaned on 
a regular basis or
one-off-service. Also       
Gutters and Facia
cleaned. 
Phone:Graham 
(086)3388423
(052)6170987  

RELIEF MILK
wanted Ardfinnan
area .  Ca l l
(087)9860057

A BLITZ
CHIMNEY
CLEANING
SERVICE

Brush & Vacuum
System.

Guaranteed
Clean

Professional
Service.

CON DONEGAN
(087)6839920

New
Powersweeping

System
Guaranteed

Clean
Professional

Service.

'97 TOYOTA STAR-
LET 4DR, green
(Irish car) only
60,000 miles, excel-
lent condition,
NCT:04/20, 
€1,250euro.
Tel:052/6126037
087/6686009
SEAN 
O'DONOGHUE LTD
Motor Parts, Number 
1 for parts and 
accessories in 
Tipperary, Carrigeen 
Business Park, 
Clonmel.
Tel 052 612 5678.

P E R S O N
REQUIRED to feed 
calves 2/3 hrs in the 
morning. Ardfinnan
area
Call (087)9860057

I, Margot O’Gorman, intend to apply to the 
above authority for outline permission to 
construct a dwelling house, garage, drive-
way, treatment system, percolation area 
and new entrance at Rathkeevan, Clonmel, 
Co. Tipperary.  The planning application 
may be inspected or purchased at a fee not 
exceeding the reasonable cost of making a 
copy at the offices of the Planning Authori-
ty during its public opening hours. A sub-
mission or observation in relation to the 
application may be made in writing to the 
Planning Authority on payment of the pre-
scribed fee, €20, within the period of 5 
weeks beginning on the date of receipt by 
the authority of the application, and such 
submissions or observations will be con-
sidered by the Planning Authority in mak-
ing a decision on the application.  The 
Planning Authority may grant permission 
subject to or without conditions, or may 
refuse to grant permission.

TIPPERARY COUNTY COUNCIL
ATTENTION LEAK-
ING ROOFS All
types of flat roofs
sealed instantly.
From €20euros per
square metre. Also
lead valleys and
chimneys repaired or 
replaced. Unbeata-
ble prices on fascia, 
soffet and gutters.
Full roofing service
carried out from
minor repairs to new 
replacement. Aqua-
seal and membrane 
treatment for old
slate roofs. For free 
estimates and advice 
throughout Tipper-
ary contact Kevin.
Fully insured, public 
and employers liabil-
ity available on
request. No job too 
big or too small.
Contact Kevin (089) 
2094228 email kevin-
sheridankps@gmail.
com. KP Sheridan
Services Ltd. 

MATURE WOMAN
AVAILABLE for
overnights with
elderly person.
Honest and        trust-
worthy. Garda
vetted.  Phone
(087)7697471

'07 MINI COOPER
1.6 beautiful condi-
tion, red/white, rear-
view mirrors, extras, 
leather interiors,
NCT:11/20  
€1,750euro.
Tel:052/6126037
087/6686009 HEDGES CUT AND 

TREES TOPPED
grass cut. Flower
beds attended to.
Gutters cleaned.  Ful-
ly insured. Free
estimates. Phone
Ken (087)4669180

GAS/OIL BOILER 
SERVICE/REPAIR
AND REPLACE-
MENT Plumbing & 
C/H work.Emergency 
Service. Work Guar-
anteed.086 832 5963 
John Burke R.G.I.

FOR SALE

ROOFING SERVICES

HAY SILAGE & 
STRAW

PLANNING NOTICES

SITUATIONS 
VACANT

CARS FOR SALE

FOR SALE

HEALTH

LIVESTOCK 
GENERAL SITUATIONS 

WANTED

CHIMNEY 
SWEEPING

PUBLIC SECTOR

GARDENING & 
LANDSCAPING

GARDENING & 
LANDSCAPING USEFUL SERVICES

FARM SUPPLIES

AGRICULTURAL & 
GRAZING LAND

ARTICLES FOR SALE

ACCOMMODATION 
WANTED

THERAPISTS

CARS FOR SALE

USEFUL SERVICES

Classifieds
Post to: South Tipp Today, Queen Street, Clonmel, Co. Tipperary

Tel: 052-6172500
email: sales@southtipptoday.ie
Deadlines: Bereavement & Family Announcements, Classifieds,
Planning Notices, etc., Tuesday at 10am
Display Adverts Monday at 5pm
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AHEARNE
(1st Anniversary)

Fred Ahearne

Late of Brookway & Slievenamon Road,
Clonmel.

9th February 2019.

May the winds of Heaven blow softly, 
and whisper in your ear, how much we 
love and miss you and wish that you 
were here. 

We know you are up in Heaven, and we 
hope you realise, how much you are 
loved by all of those you left behind.

Love Billy, Bridget, Samantha, Rachel, 
Kayleigh, our Ellie and Billy. xxx

Memorial

and
Acknowledgement

Cards

Nelson Street,

Clonmel, Co. Tipperary.

T: 052 6122839

E: sales@sureprint.ie

Call or email

for a sample book.

Cards personalised to

your specification

SUREPRINT

Clonmel Ltd

BURKE
(6th Anniversary)

In loving memory of Michael Burke, late 
of Weirview House, Glenegad, Clonmel 
who died on 18th February 2014 RIP.

Deep are the memories, precious they 
stay, no passing of time can take them 
away.  They bring a smile, sometimes a 
tear, but always a wish that you were still 
here.

Always remembered by your loving wife 
Mary, Sarah, Vincent, Sarah and Brooke.

Anniversary Mass in St. Josephs,               
Ferryhouse at 5.15pm on Tuesday 18th          
February 2020. 

O'MEARA
(Acknowledgement & 1st Anniversary)

Margaret O'Meara

Old Bridge, Clonmel.

20th February, 2019.

On Margaret’s First Anniversary her 
daughter Kay, son-in-law John, grand-
children Rebecca and John would like to 
thank all those who sympathised with 
them on their recent loss.

Thanks to Fr. Hegarty for celebrating 
Mass. Sincere thanks to our family, 
neighbours and friends for their support.

Thanks to Condon’s Undertakers,           
Paramedics, Gardaí and gravediggers for 
their professionalism.

As it would be impossible to thank 
everyone individually please accept this 
acknowledgement as a token of our       
gratitude.  Mass has been offered for 
your intentions.

Anniversary Mass 12.00 noon on Sunday 
16th February in St. Oliver’s Church.

AHEARNE
(Acknowledgement & 1st Anniversary)

Fred Ahearne

Late of Brookway & Slievenamon Road,
Clonmel.

9th February 2019.

The family of the late Fred Ahearne 
would like to thank most sincerely all 
those who sympathised with them on 
their sad loss.

A sincere thanks to relatives, friends and 
all the staff in South Tipperary General 
Hospital for looking after Fred.  To Patsy 
and James and all their wonderful staff 
and friends in the Day Care Centre for 
the enjoyment Dad had there.  To Richard 
who was his pal but also the nicest bus 
driver ever.  To all the carers who called 
to Dad and were so kind to him.  To Fr. 
Michael Toomey who delivered a lovely 
Mass, vocalist Gillian Fennessy and         
Condons Undertakers, we are extremely 
thankful.

Special thanks to Clonmel Fire Brigade 
who went above and beyond to give Dad 
the send off he deserved.

As it would be impossible to thank 
everyone individually, please accept this 
acknowledgement as a token of our         
sincere gratitude and appreciation.

Fred's First Anniversary Mass took place 
on Sunday 9th February in St. Mary's 
Church, Irishtown.

COSTIGAN
MEMORIALS
Mitchelstown Road,
Cahir, Co. Tipperary

• HEADSTONES

• CLEANING

• INSCRIPTIONS

Catalogues
Available

052 74 41283
087 7981767

AHEARNE
(1st Anniversary)

Fred Ahearne

Late of Brookway &
Slievenamon Road, Clonmel

Died on 9th February 2019

Will those who think of Fred today,
a little prayer to Jesus say.

Sadly missed by your daughter-in-law 
Sharon and grandchildren Claire, Marc, 
Jake, Meg and great-grandchildren Molly 
and Leah.

HEALY
(Months Mind)

John Healy

Willow Park
Clonmel

Died 15th January 2020

John's Months Mind Mass will be                
celebrated in St. Oliver's Church on 
Friday 14th February at 7.30pm.

AHEARNE
(1st Anniversary)

In loving memory of a much-loved father, 
grandfather and great-grandfather Fred, 
late of Brookway and Slievenamon Road, 
Clonmel.

Dad, I know Heaven has a garden and 
that's where you will be.  Surrounded by 
all the Angels from our family.

Love you loads Dad and miss you so 
much - Ali and PJ xxx

Grandad, we will never forget you, 
because you were the best Grandad we 
could have had.  You left us with such 
lovely memories that we will keep        
forever in our hearts.

- Stef, Jasmin, Stephen, Marco and your 
great-grandaughter Lauren xxx

GREENE
(Birthday Remembrance)

Birthday remembrance of a dear father, 
grandfather and great grandfather Peter 
Greene, Oakland Drive, Clonmel whose 
birthday occurs on 21st February.

We cannot send a birthday card, your 
hand we cannot touch.  But God will take 
our greetings to the one we love so 
much.

Sadly missed by your daughter Tina and 
family. xxxx

AHEARNE
(1st Anniversary)

In loving memory of a much-loved father, 
grandfather and great-grandfather Fred, 
late of Brookway and Slievenamon Road, 
Clonmel.

Dad, there is not a day that goes by, 
when I don't think about you Dad.  All 
the times we shared together, all the fun 
we had.  I love and I miss you. Each and 
every single day.  You left a hole no one 
can fill, when Angels took you away.  But 
I hold onto the memories and hold them 
forever in my heart.  I keep a little piece 
of you with me, so we are truly never far 
part.

Loved always and never forgotten your 
daughter Trisha, son in law Brian. xxx

If I could bring you back Grandad for just 
one single day, then time would go so 
fast I'd have so many things to say.  I'd 
say what's always true, there's never 
been a Grandad quite as wonderful as 
you.

Loved always and never forgotten your 
grandchildren Callum, Fred and Hope 
xxxx

AHEARNE
(1st Anniversary)

Fred Ahearne

Late of Brookway & Slievenamon Road,
Clonmel.

9th February 2019.

Dad, you held my hand when I was 
small, you caught me when I fell.  The 
hero of my childhood and the latter years 
as well.

Everytime I think of you, my heart just 
fills with pride, and although I always 
miss you Dad, I know you're by my side.

In laughter and in sorrow, in sunshine 
and in rain.  I know you're watching over 
me, until we meet again.

Love Marguerite, Ralph and Jimmy xxx

Those we
love,

We never
lose,

For always
they will be,

Loved,
remembered,

treasured

Always in
our memory.

Safely Home I am home in heaven, dear ones;
oh, so happy and so bright!
There is a perfect joy and
beauty in the everlasting light.
All the pain and grief is over,
every restless tossing passed;
I am now at peace forever,
safely home in heaven at last.
There is work still waiting for you,
so you must not idly stand,
do it now, while life remaineth-
you shall rest in God’s own land.
When that work is all completed,
He will gently call you home;
oh, the rapture of that meeting
oh, the joy to see you come!

BIRTHDAY MEMORIES

IN MEMORIAM IN MEMORIAMACKNOWLEDGMENTSACKNOWLEDGMENTS

FAMILY
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Tel: 052-6172500
Email: sales@southtipptoday.ie
Post or Call to Queen Street, Clonmel, Co. Tipperary
Deadline: Tuesdays @ 11.00am
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FAHEY
(1st Anniversary)

Philip Fahey

Ard-na-Greine
Clonmel

Who died on 19th February 2019 RIP

A whisper that February night, you heard 
a gentle call.  You took the hand of Jesus 
and quietly left us all.

Your loving brother Jackie, Ester and 
family.

LONERGAN CAVARRETTA
(1st Anniversary)

Caroline

Precious memories of my darling sister.

Loved, missed and thought of everyday

                   - Tracy and Dave. 

FOX
(22nd  Anniversary)

In loving memory of Peggy, late of 
McDonagh Crescent, Old Bridge, 
Clonmel, whose anniversary occurs 28th 
February.

Sadly missed by her daughter Della, 
son-in-law Kieran, grandchildren, Aisling, 
Eoghan and Deirdre, great-grandchildren 
Fiadh and Cian

           "Safe in the Arms of Jesus"

              Masses offered in Naas.

LONERGAN CAVARRETTA
(1st Anniversary)

In loving memory of Caroline Lonergan 
Cavarretta, who passed away on 22nd 
February 2019. 

Beloved wife of Guiseppe and daughter 
of Michael and Claire, sister of Tracy, 
Michael and David and sadly missed by 
her extended family. 

Late of Templenacroha, Clonroche, Co. 
Wexford and formerly of Cashel Court, 
Clonmel.

The happy times we once shared, how 
sweet their memory still.  But death has 
left a vacant place, this world can never 
fill.

Anniversary Mass on Friday 21st        
February in St. Oliver's Church at 7.30pm.

Always loved, never forgotten, 
                   forever missed. 

GUIRY
(nee Whelan)

(5th Anniversary)

In loving memory of our dear mother 
Nora (Nannie) Guiry, Knockaune, Nire       
Valley, who died on 15th February 2015 
RIP.

You gave us years of happiness Mam, 
then sorrow came with tears.  You left us 
lovely memories, we will treasure 
through the years.

Always loved and remembered by your 
loving family - Mary, Michael, Pat, 
Bridget, Theresa, Rita, Thomas and 
extended families. 

Anniversary Mass on Tuesday 18th          
February in St. Helena's Church, Nire 
Valley at 10am.

FITZGERALD
(Anniversaries)

In loving memory of our dear parents, 
Jimmy and Nan Fitzgerald, late of 8 
Glenegad Road, Old Bridge, whose 
anniversaries occur at this time.

Lovingly remembered by Jim, Mary, 
Brid, Ann, Frances, Ronnie and families.

Anniversary Mass on Thursday 13th      
February at 10am in St. Oliver's Church.

FAHEY
(1st Anniversary)

Philip Fahey

Ard-na-Greine
Clonmel

Who died on 19th February 2019 RIP

As each dawns we think of you.  As each 
night falls we pray for you.  Throughout 
our lives, no matter where.  In our hearts 
you are always there.

Your loving sister Margaret, Michael and 
family.

CONNOLLY
(3rd Anniversary)

In loving memory of Sheila Connolly 
(nee Clancy), late of Marian Court,      
Morton Street and formerly of Laganore, 
Clonmel who died on 27th February 2017.

Also remembering Sheila's sister Betty 
Kennedy (nee Clancy), Dublin, whose 
third anniversary occurs on 20th 
February.

God looked around His garden, and saw 
an empty space.  He then looked down 
upon the earth and saw your tired face.  
He put His arms around you and lifted 
you to rest.  God's garden must be       
beautiful, He only takes the best.

Always remembered with love by your 
nephew Liam, Norma and family.

Anniversary Mass for Sheila and Betty in 
Ss Peter and Paul's Church on         
Wednesday 26th February at 1pm.

BURKE
(29th & 20th Anniversaries)

PYKE 
(10th Anniversary)

In loving memory of Mam and Dad, Nan 
and John Burke late of 7 Sheehy Terrace, 
Clonmel, whose anniversaries occurred       
recently. 

Also remembering my uncle George 
Pyke, late of Marion Court and Sheehy 
Tce., Clonmel, whose anniversary 
occurred recently.

Will those who think of them today, 
        a little prayer to Jesus say. 

Always remembered by Janice, Denis, 
Brian and Denis Óg. 

                   Masses offered.            

GRACE
(6th Anniversary)

In loving memory of Mary, 22 Beech 
Park, Tramore and late of College Avenue, 
Clonmel, whose 6th Anniversary occurs 
on 20th February. 

Your life is a lovely memory, your 
absence a silent grief, but now you rest 
in God's garden, beside a rose called 
peace.

Always loved and missed - Cora, Conor, 
Wade and Reece  xxxx

GRACE
(8th & 6th Anniversaries)

In loving memory of Patrick (Paddy) and 
Mary Grace, 22 Beech Park,  Tramore and 
late of College Avenue, Clonmel, whose 
anniversaries occur on 18th July and 
20th February. 

It does not take a special day, to bring 
you both to mind. A day without a 
thought of you is very hard to find.

- Caroline, Cyril, Christopher, Gillian and 
Niall.

Happy memories we keep forever, of 
days when we were all together.  They 
bring a smile, and often a tear and 
always a wish that you were still here.

     - Fiona, Frankie, Kevin and Coia.

Time will pass and fade away, but silent 
thoughts and memories stay.  No longer 
in our lives to share, but in our hearts 
you are always there.

           - Tony, Siobhan and Dillon.

The happy hours we once enjoyed, how 
sweet their memory still, but death has 
left a vacant place, this world can never 
fill.

- Patricia, Loucas, George, Christopher 
and Alex.

Anniversary Mass in Fethard Parish 
Church on Saturday 22nd February at 
7pm. 

I am
Still

With You
If it seems that I
am far away on
this empty and
solemn day,

Just open your
heart and know
it’s true,

that I am still
right here with
you.

If during the day
things are going
wrong,

please don’t feel
sad and alone.

Just open your
heart and know
it’s true,

that I am still
right here with
you.

When nighttime
falls and the day
is done.

If you are feeling
alone and sleep
won’t come,

Just open your
heart and know
it’s true,

that I am still
right here with
you.

Close your eyes,
and feel the warm
embrace.

Sleep peacefully
in the wings of
grace.

If sadness finds
you in the
morning light, if
you feel alone,

don’t give up
trying!

Hold this feather
close and know
it’s true,

that I am always
here with you.

Rest in Peace

IN MEMORIAMIN MEMORIAMIN MEMORIAM IN MEMORIAM

FAMILY
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O'DONNELL
(3rd Anniversary)

In loving memory of Grainne O'Donnell, 
late of South Clonmore, Cahir, whose 
anniversary occurs on 16th February.

If love could have saved you, you would 
have lived forever.

Loved and missed daily by Dad, Mam, 
Eoin, Kate, Brian, Brian, Emma and      
Kieran, nieces and nephews.

Anniversary Mass at 7.30pm on Saturday 
15th February in St. Mary's Church, 
Cahir.

MCGRATH
(2nd Anniversary)

In loving memory of Denis McGrath, late 
of Suir Castle, Golden, who died on 14th           
February 2018.

A loving husband, father and grandfather 
too. Each one thought the world of you.  
For us you always did your best.  God 
grant your soul eternal rest.

Always remembered by your loving wife 
Brigid and all the family.

Anniversary Mass on Saturday 15th         
February at 7.30pm in the Church of Our 
Lady Queen, New Inn.

O'DONNELL
(6th Anniversary)

14th February 2014

Sixth anniversary of Adam O’Donnell,      
treasured son and much loved brother, 
late of Willow Wood Lane, Moorstown, 
Fethard. 

Though we no longer hear the sound of 
your laughter, nor see your quirky smile, 
with every breath we take, we hold you 
in our hearts with love as strong as the 
moment you were born. 

Always Remembered, 
Always Treasured, 

Always Loved. 

      - Mam, Dad, Rebecca and Leah.

Adam's Anniversary Mass takes place on 
Saturday evening February 15th at 
7.30pm in St. Michael’s Church Clerihan.

LONERGAN CAVARRETTA
(1st Anniversary)

Caroline

In loving memory of my dear sister       
Caroline Lonergan Cavarretta, who 
departed this life on 22nd February 2019. 
RIP

Always loved and remembered by her 
brother David, Catherine and Hazel. 

O'BRIEN
(11th Anniversary)

In loving memory of our beloved son 
and brother John, late of Farnagark, 
Ardfinnan Road, Cahir, who died on 10th 
February, 2009.

Will those who think of John today, a     
little prayer to Jesus say.

Love and miss you always R.I.P - your 
heartbroken parents Maureen and Liam, 
Hugh, Michelle and family, Norman, 
Helen and family, Caroline, John and 
family, Rose, Liam and family.

Anniversary Mass in St. Mary's Church, 
Cahir on Saturday 15th February at 
7.30pm.

WALSH
(4th Anniversary)

In loving memory of Tracy Walsh (nee 
Ryan), late of Fethard and Ard Gaoithe,        
Clonmel, who passed away on 8th       
February 2016.

You fought your illness bravely and 
always with a smile.  Our lives are lonely 
without you.  We love and miss you 
everyday.  So when we see a dragonfly 
we know that you are always near.

Sadly missed by Mam, Dad, Derek, Ann 
Marie, sister-in-law, brother-in-law, 
nieces and nephews.

                     Mass offered.

SWEENEY
(4th & 17th Anniversaries)

In loving memory of our parents Mary 
and Eddie Sweeney, late of Merlin 
Lodge, Coleville Road, Clonmel, whose 
anniversaries occur at this time.

Just a prayer from the family who loved 
you, just a memory fond and true.  In our 
hearts you will live forever, because we 
thought the world of you.

Always remembered by your daughter 
Geraldine, son Eamon and all the family.

Anniversary Mass offered.

MEEHAN
(6th Anniversary)

In loving memory of Mick, late of             
Lismortagh, Fethard who died on 11th 
February 2014.

In Heaven you rest, no worries, no pain.  
In God's own time we will meet again.

              - Kathleen and family.

                    Masses offered. 

LONERGAN CAVARRETTA
(1st Anniversary)

Caroline

Precious memories of my dear sister       
Caroline Lonergan Cavarretta, who 
departed this life on 22nd February 2019. 
RIP

Always loved and remembered by her 
brother Michael, Kit, Elva and Finbarr.  

PROUT
(4th Anniversary)

In loving memory of John (Seanie) Prout, 
late of 28 Wilderness Grove, Clonmel on 
his 4th Anniversary away from home on 
7th February RIP.

We miss you in so many ways, we miss 
the things you used to say, and when old 
times we do recall, it's then we miss you 
most of all.

- your loving wife Bridget and family.

Anniversary Mass on Saturday 15th       
February at 1pm in Ss Peter and Paul's 
Church.

WALSH
(4th Anniversary)

Treasured memories of a loving son and 
brother Kieran Walsh, Kilnockin, Fethard, 
whose fourth Anniversary occurs on 12th             
February.

Those special memories of you will 
always bring a smile.  If only we could 
have you back, for just a little while.  
Then we could sit and talk again, just like 
we used to do.  You always meant so 
very much and always will do too.  The 
fact that you're no longer here, will 
always cause us pain, but you're forever 
in our hearts, until we meet again.

Loved and missed every day by your 
heartbroken parents Owen and Maureen.

Kieran, you always had a smile to share, 
a laugh, a joke and time to care.  A 
wonderful nature, warm and true, these 
are the memories we have of you.

No words could ever say, how much we 
love and miss you everyday xxx

- your brothers Eugene, Donal, Patrick 
and Michael.

Sympathy
Prayer

Dear Lord,
please comfort
those in grief,

Love them,
lift them, give
relief

For loss
they’ve
suffered,
sadness felt,

Make this
sorrow slowly
melt.

Lord, let
happy
memories ease,

Creating
peace like a
gentle breeze,

And as you
help them
make it
through.

Draw them
closer, Lord,
to you.Another leaf has fallen,

another soul has gone.
But still we have God’s promises,
in every robin’s song.
For he is in His heaven,
and though He takes away,
He always leaves to mortals,
the bright sun’s kindly ray.
He leaves the fragrant blossoms,
and lovely forest, green.
And gives us new found comfort,
when we on Him will lean.

When someone
you love becomes
a memory, the
memory becomes
a treasure.

Author Unknown
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County Tipperary students heading to
Kolkata with the Hope Foundation
This Thursday will see over
nine months of hard work
coming to fruition when Tip-
perary students from
schools including Rockwell
College, CBS High School in
Clonmel and Cashel Com-
munity School travel to
Kolkata, India, with the
Hope Foundation.
Each student was required
to raise €2,400 as a donation
and a further €1,000 from
family donations or work
payment to cover their
costs.

Fundraising activities in-
cluding golf classics and
coffee mornings as well as the
sale of Hope Bars were all car-
ried out by the students.

The money raised will go
to improving the life chances
of some of the most impover-
ished children on earth
through Hope projects.

Students will visit the

Hope Hospital, the Chetla
Slum as well as the Howrah
Station on their travels.

The visit will take one
week in total and the Rock-
well students will be joined by
three students from CBS High
School in Clonmel.

Cashel Community

School fifth year student
McKayla O’Dwyer, who hails
from New Inn, will also be
taking part in the pro-
gramme. She raised the funds
by hosting events such as a
Halloween novelty dress
party, while also babysitting
and helping out at home.

McKayla O’Dwyer with Cashel Community School principal John Gallagher Rockwell College and CBS High School students all set for Kolkata with the Hope Foundation

BT Young Scientist award
for Cashel CS students
Three fifth students from Cashel Com-
munity School were awarded first place in
the senior Social and Behavioural Sciences
category at the recent BT Young Scientist
and Technology Exhibition.
The group leader Diarmuid English, his
brother Finbarr and fellow student Kiril
Kariov were delighted to receive the
awa rd .

The project titled ‘Don't miss a day of
school’ is a rigorous statistical analysis of
the relationship between school attendance
and attainment of Leaving Certificate
points. The correlation between Leaving
Certificate results and whole-day absences;
half days, morning and evening absences;
absence for activities; and whether students
presented notes for absences were ex-
amined. They started their work transition
yea r.

The boys worked with mathematicians
from University College Cork during their
analysis. The findings were recently
presented to an assembly of the 6th year
group in the school to highlight how ab-
sences were potentially affecting points.
The information and insight gained is of
particular interest to students, parents and
management in any similar school.

The young scientists impressed the
judges with both their display and interac-
tions throughout the vigorous judging pro-
cess.

Principal John Gallagher expressed his
profound admiration for the effort and com-
mitment shown by all the students, who had
the support of their teachers and parents.
“We as a school community are delighted

that the students’ commitment and dili-
gence has been recognised and rewarded at
a national level, and of course we are enorm-
ously proud of the students for bringing a

national title of this magnitude and prestige
back to our school. Well done to all involved,”
he added.

Diarmuid and Finbarr English with Kiril Kariov at the BT Young Scientist and Technology Exhibition in Dublin

N EWS Have you got news for South Tipp Today?
Email dylan.white@iconicnews.ie

‘No progress’ on
Tipperar y's
mental health
ser vices
The committee of Tipperary’s Fight for Mental
Health Services says that nothing has changed
since its formation two and-a-half years ago, des-
pite two public marches and a public meeting held
during that time.
“There has been no progress on beds and there
has been no progress on non-existing services
that were promised to us,” the committee has said
in a statement.

“We welcome the Jigsaw project (the national
centre for youth mental health) coming to Tip-
perary but we would like to highlight that this will
not be the be-all and end-all of the problems. Jigsaw
caters for 12 to 25 year-olds and we must also re-
member people over that age. As of yet we still don’t
know the full extent of what services will be avail-
able to Tipperary with regards to times, days and
how the service will be rolled out.”

With regard to beds for mental health services,
the committee says previous governments and the
candidates who represented Tipperary people
“have failed each and every one of us in getting acute
and crisis beds back to Tipperary”.

They say that committee members met with out-
going Minister of state for Mental Health Jim Daly,
who told them that they would not see beds in Tip-
p e ra r y.

“The committee of Tipperary’s Fight For Mental
Health Services acknowledge the great work of all
frontline staff for mental health services in Tip-
perary, who do amazing work.

“And also we must not forget the staff who work
in Ennis and Kilkenny psychiatric units that serve
our county, and as a committee we stand with you all
in these difficult times on services that you have to
deliver to people who are either six or 86.”
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No roundabout or traffic lights in the pipeline for ‘problem’ junction
There are no proposals for a roundabout or
traffic lights at the junction of Western Road
and Glenconnor Road in Clonmel.
District engineer Eoin Powell told a meeting
of Clonmel Borough District that a very de-
tailed study had been carried out at the
junction.

That study determined that there were
currently no problems at the junction and
wouldn’t be for a long number of years.

However, Cllr. Pat English said that the
junction had been a problem for several
years.

With the number of planning applications
granted for that area, this junction would get

way busier, and he said it should be looked at
again.

Cllr. Michael Murphy said there were a
number of large-scale planning applications
for theGlenconnor areaandheagreedthatthe
junction should be examined again in the con-
text of those.

Cllr. Siobhan Ambrose said there had been

accidents at the junction and they should keep
this issue alive.

It was very difficult for traffic coming from
the Glenconnor road to turn right onto the
Western Road because of the speed and
volume of the traffic coming from the Cahir
direction, she stated.

‘Long sections of ancient native hedgerow
destroyed without any obvious purpose’
A group opposed to the de-
struction of hedgerows has
called on Irish Rail to halt
hedgerow removal works on
sections of the railway line
between Cahir and Clonmel.

A spokesperson for the
newly formed Save Our
Hedgerows group based in
Cahir, PJ O’Meara expressed
disappointment that Irish
Rail has not agreed to sus-
pend their controversial
hedgerow removal works
along sections of the railway
line between Cahir and
Clonmel.

A written request to Irish
Rail by the group was sent on
January 15 to call a
moratorium on further de-
struction pending an expert
review and meeting with
Irish Rail officials.

Mr. O’Meara told South
Tipp Today that there is
mounting frustration about
the methods being employed
by contractors working for
Irish Rail.

“Instead of the traditional
method of hedge cutting
along the railway embank-
ment, long sections of an-

cient native hedgerow have
been destroyed without any
obvious purpose.”

In response to an email
from the group to Irish Rail,
communication spokesman
Barry Kenny claimed that the
work was in line with legis-
lative requirements to erect
new fencing and he agreed to
meet with the group in “the
coming weeks.” He also indic-
ated that replanting would
take place.

However, members of the
group, including some
landowners along the railway
line, are adamant that new
fencing could be erected
without hedgerow destruc-
tion, and they point out that
in taking such a heavy handed
and drastic approach, Irish
Rail has breached the recom-
mendations of the All Ireland
Pollinator Plan.

“This document to which
Irish Rail are prominent sig-
natories is clear that all ef-
forts should be made to
minimize interference with
hedgerows which are recog-
nized as a vital haven for wild-
life including songbirds,
pollinating insects and a di-
verse range of threatened

native plant species,” said Mr
O'Meara.

Save Our Hedgerows point
out that even if Irish Rail do
replant with new saplings,
that the replacement of a 150-
year-old hedgerow with a new
planted hedge takes no ac-
count of the massive loss to
the environment of such a

richandestablishedsourceof
wildlife.

Secretary to the group
Alan Moore quotes research
showing the proven value of
established hedgerows in
flood control and carbon se-
questration, as well as shelter
to stock.

He points to the clear dis-

connect between such ex-
amples of unnecessary
destruction of native habitat,
and the stark warnings from
97% of climate scientists that
we have perhaps ten years to
address climate breakdown.

“Ireland has the lowest
tree cover in Europe, and
much of what we have is in the

form of hedgerows. Unfortu-
nately, Irish Rail is not the
only culprit in hedge and tree
destruction. We’ve seen in re-
cent months ongoing ripping
out of hedgerows on farms
around the county, which ap-
pears to be associated with a
new industrial style of
farming,” said Mr. Moore.

‘Invest in the lines or you will not make money’
Train timetables linking Tip-
perary town with Limerick,
Cork, Dublin and Waterford
didn't properly serve the
town, a senior Irish Rail offi-
cial was told at a meeting of
Tipperary- Cashel-Cahir mu-
nicipal council.
Irish Rail's Barry Kenny
heard councillors complain
about the lack of con-
nectivity and suitable train
times.

Mr. Kenny had briefed
councillors on plans for the
county's network, including
an investment in a new fleet
of carriages with the first to
come on line in 2024. But he
wastoldthatexistingservices

didn't work for passengers.
Cllr. Michael Fitzgerald

said people cannot use the
trains for hospital appoint-
ments. “If you’re going to
Dublin or Cork, you will not
be in before 9am in the
morning. We depend a lot on
those links for bringing
people here. We really need to
look seriously at timetables,
and to link to Limerick com-
muter services. It’s not just
for older people,” he said.

Cllr. Ann-Marie Ryan gave
the example of a train to Wa-
terford that leaves at 9.55am
and doesn't suit students re-
turning to college. “Students
come back on Fridays but
cannot go back on Sundays.
Unless you invest in the lines,

you will not make money,” she
told Mr Kenny.

Cllr Andy Moloney said
the timetables are just not
good enough. They need to be
more accessible, he said. He
also mentioned the group
Save Our Hedges that claim
hedgerows along the rail lines
had been decimated.

Cllr Mary Hannah
Hourigan highlighted Cahir
station where there is no tick-
eting machine.

Cllr Roger Kennedy said
commuters cannot get a good
transfer from the Dublin to
Cork line. What is the de-
mand, and what should the
usage on those trains be, he
asked.

Cllr Tony Black said he

knows people living in Cork
who want to return to live in
Tipperary town but they
cannot get to work. As a
result, they are not spending
money in the area.

“Tipperary is losing out on
investment. If the timetables
were better, we would see
more people coming to live
here. They’re not able to get
back to Waterford on
Sundays. It’s not feasible,” he
claimed.

Cllr. Máirín McGrath said
she had just finished a three-
year degree and could never
get a train from Cahir even
though it’s only up the road
from her.

“The connectivity just
does not exist. So much of the

rail infrastructure is focused
on Dublin. It needs to enlarge
into rural Ireland, into
smaller towns,” she re-
marked.

Cllr. Marie Murphy said a
lot of landowners along the
line between Clonmel and
Cahir had received intimid-
ating letters from Irish Rail,
saying they would be legally
responsible for accidents
caused by hedgerows.

“Why did Irish Rail adopt
such an aggressiveposition?,”
she asked.

Cllr Declan Burgess said it
was very expensive to travel
by train. “I certainly miss my
student rate in recent years,”
he told the meeting.

Mr. Kenny replied that

timetabling is a balancing act
when services are stretched
and Irish Rail cannot take
away services from areas that
need them more. He said
trains are Dublin-focussed
because that's where the de-
mand is.

He said that capacity was
at a premium and while there
had been a recruitment em-
bargo, there are now more
train drivers coming on
stream.

He said he had received
correspondence from Save
Our Hedgerows, but denied
that letters sent to
landowners was intimidating
in any way.

MEMBERS OF THE HEDGEROW
GROUP PROTESTING IN CAHIR
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C LO N M E L
Tina Turner
tribute night
The unmissable Totally
Tina Turner tribute will
take place at Hotel Minella,
Clonmel, on March 7 at
8pm. There will be a sup-
port act before the show
and a disco afterways.
Strictly over 18s. Unre-
served seating. Tickets are
€30 from reception.
Ten years have passed since
the UK’s official number
one Tina Turner tribute
first sprang to life in the vi-
brant city of Liverpool, but
a Lifetime Achievement
Award and many other
prestigious accolades along
the way have earned
Justine Riddoch’s Totally
Tina a deserved top spot in
the musical tribute world.
Justine admits she has
been observing her beloved
muse from the start, con-
stantly honing her imper-
sonation with passion and
an unrivalled attention to
detail, to deliver the most
authentic recreation of the
rock and roll Queen’s live
p e r fo r m a n c e s .
S h e’s determined the show
will always be known as
Simply The Best.
The cast and crew of
Totally Tina are pulling out
all the stops this year for
the Hotel Minella perform-
ance, with the promise of a
brand new, custom-made
performance featuring a
whole host of fresh ideas,
coupled with the band’s
now famous humour.
The show is designed to
make the audience feel that
the legendary performer is
right back in front of them,
strutting her stuff on the
most famous legs in show
bu s i n e s s .

Whist
This Sunday, February 16,
at 2.30pm in the Bridge
Centre. New players wel-
come. Refreshments
s e r ve d .

Spring into Health
A men’s wellbeing pro-
gramme will be held at
Place4U from February 21
to May 22. It involves
gym/fitness, nutri-
tion/cookery and general
healthy wellbeing. Limited
places available. Contact
0 8 7-4 4 07 9 3 5.

CA H I R
Social and
Historical Society
A lecture will take place in
Cahir House Hotel on Feb-
ruary 13 at 8pm. Pat Hol-
land will talk about The
History of Mountain
Rescue in Ireland.
Margaret Galvin’s The
Finer Points collection of
poems is available from
Cahir Post Office for €1 0.

Tidy Towns
There is growing concern

about the increase in dog
poop on our streets. Dog
owners should carry a bag
and dispose of it carefully.
“I t’s a huge concern for
wheelchair and pram users.
There is also extra litter in
the Inch Field area from
parties at night and now
that the gardaí have com-
menced foot patrols in
town, this might decrease,”
a Tidy Towns spokesperson
s a id .
The group would like to ex-
press sympathy to Dermot
O’Connor on the recent
death of his brother-in-law
Tom Kearney.

Heart Foundation
The Irish Heart Foundation
will hold its annual collec-
tion in Cahir on February 14
for Go Red for Women.
There will also be a free
blood pressure and pulse
checks at the Mobile Health
Unit, which will be at Cahir
Library from 10am to
1.45pm.

Safety concerns

There have been concerns
about the speed of traffic on
the Clonmel road with the
amount of children cycling
down to the schools is in-
creasing. Cllr. Andy Mo-
loney has asked council
engineers to provide a
proper crossing on the
Clonmel road and also a
raised crossing on the link
road from Butler Court to
Coláiste Dún Iascaigh.
“At present, there are no of-
ficial crossings from the
Rosemount estates to link
up with the town and a safe
crossing is badly needed,”
he said.

Welcome to Cahir
The Servant Sisters were
formally welcomed to the
parish of Cahir by Bishop
Alphonsus Cullinan at Mass
last Sunday. Four religious
sisters have already moved
into the Parochial House.
Sisters Anne, Therese and
Elizabeth along with
Mother Anna said they were
overwhelmed by the kind
gestures and warmth of the

local people.

Credit Union quiz
Congratulations to the win-
ners of Cahir Credit Union
Quiz 2020. The fun schools
competition took place in
Coláiste Dún Iascaigh last
Saturday night.
The winners of the Senior
Team B were Clogheen Na-
tional School, with second
place going to Cahir Na-
tional School.
The winners of the Junior
Team A were in Ardfinnan
National School, with
second place going to
Ballylooby National School.

Active Retirement
Annual spring lunch will be
in Cahir House Hotel on
February 18 at 2.30pm with
mass in the hotel at 1.30pm.
The cost for lunch, enter-
tainment and raffle is €30
per person.

Parish news
Last week’s offertory collec-
tion was €1,770 and the
renovation fund was €5 5 5.

Mass on Ash Wednesday
times are 7.30am, 10.30am
and 7pm. During Lent,
weekday Mass will be celeb-
rated at 10.30am. That will
also be the Mass at which
funerals will take place.

Cahir Park AFC
Cahir Park AFC academy
training for non-compet-
itive players will resume on
February 14 at 6pm from
under 6s and 7s, and on
February 15 at 9.30am for
under 8s, 9s, 10s and 11s.
Cahir Park will host an FAI
9v9 coaching workshop on
February 25. Book online on
the FAI website.
All entries for the South
Tipperary FAI Primary
School 5s being held at
Cahir Park must be in by
February 14.
Fixtures -On February 16,
the A team are away to
Peake Villa in the Premier
League with a 2.30pm start,
while the B team are away
to Rosegreen Rangers with
kick-off at 11.30am.
New coaches are needed to
assist with academy players
for the coming season.

Cahir GAA
Minor footballers will play
Commercials in the second
round of the championship
in Fethard at 12pm this
Su n d ay.

CA R R I C K- O N - S U I R
Camera Club
Carrick Camera Club's next
meeting will take place in
the Carraig Hotel at 8pm on
February 25.

Retirement Club
Carrick-on-Suir Active Re-
tirement Club will meet in
the Nano Nagle Community
Resource Centre on Feb-
ruary 13 from 2pm to 4pm.

Medjugorje Night
A Medjugorje Night will
take place at Glencomeragh,
Kilsheelan, on February 13
at 8pm. All are welcome.

Bridge Club
Tuesday Bridge Club, Car-
raig Hotel, January 28: 1st
Vera O'Donnell and Tess
O'Shea, 2nd Aileen Brett
and Rosaline Dowley, 3rd
Kitty Lalor and Joan O'Sul-
l iva n .
88 Bridge Club, Carraig
Hotel, January 30: 1st
Bernard Flood and Pat
Duggan, 2nd Mary Arrigan
and Ita Power, 3rd Oonagh
Kelly and Joan Shannon, 92
Bridge Club, The Old Mill,
February 3: 1st Liz Brennan
and Breda McCarthy.

Swan Club
The Swan Club will be
presented with a hurley and
medals belonging to one of
its late great stars Jack
Murphy. Jack was a
majestic midfield player
who played with Tipperary
at minor championship
level in 1936 and 1937. He

was also a member of the
Tipperary senior hurling
teams of 1947 and 1948.
Jack won six South senior
hurling medals in
1945/46/47/48/49 and 1952
and of course was instru-
mental in our county senior
hurling championship win
in 1947. The presentation
from the Murphy family to
the club will take place in
the new club meeting room
at 6.30pm on February 14.
All are invited to attend.

Awa rd
A Carrick-on-Suir student
has received a national
Lions Club youth award.
Berkna Musse, a Junior
Cert student at Carrick's
Scoil Mhuire Secondary
School, was presented with
a Youth Exchange award at
the recent national final of
the Lions Club's Youth Am-
bassador competition in
Dublin. Carrick-on-Suir and
District Lions Club selected
Berkna to represent Car-
rick-on-Suir in the regional
final of the Youth Ambas-
sador competition last
Nove m b e r.
The competition recognises
young people between the
ages of 15 and 19 for their
community service, leader-
ship and speaking ability.
Brekna was nominated for
the competition by Foroige's
Neighbourhood Youth Pro-
ject in Carrick-on-Suir,
which is involved with.

G ra nt
Tipperary County Council
has approved grants
totalling €46,900 to Car-
rick-on-Suir's Sean Kelly
Sports Centre, Brass Band
and two community devel-
opment groups.
The Sean Kelly Sports
Centre, located on the Pill
Road, is getting the largest
grant of €40,000 to assist
with its running costs.
Carrick-on-Suir Develop-
ment Association is re-
ceiving €3 , 5 0 0.
A grant of €1900 has been
approved for Carrick Brass
Band while Carrick Tourism
& Economic is getting
€1 5 0 0 0.
The grants were approved
by the elected members of
Carrick-on-Suir Municipal
District at their latest
monthly meeting. Carrick
Cllrs Kieran Bourke and
David Dunne proposed and
seconded their approval.
The former Carrick-on-Suir
Town Council paid grants to
these local organisations
and since the Council's ab-
olition in 2014 they have
continued to be allocated
a n nu a l l y.
The grants are allocated
subject to the accounts of
the organisations and the
minute of their AGMs being
provided to the Council.
Carrick-on-Suir Brass Band
must also provide four free
public performances in the
town during the year.

LOCAL SPOTLIGHT

Ann Keane recently nominated Dualla National School to benefit as part of the Tesco Community Fund blue
token initiative. She is pictured presenting a cheque for €171 to school principal John Manely, along with
students John, Luke and Margaret Keane

Rockwell Rovers under 13 county camogie shield winners at a club medal presentation ceremony
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New Inn/Rosegreen under 10 girls took part in a basketball blitz at Rockwell College last Sunday. Back: Chloe
O’Keeffe, Lucy Quinn, Rosie Callery, Lucy Morris, Shona Moloney, Emma Durkin, Sarah Stafford. Front: Mia
O’Callaghan, Saoirse Hartnett, Brid Quinn, Maria Durkin, Holly McNamara

LOCAL SPOTLIGHT

Tim and Margaret Lyons with granddaughter Tia Cameron, along with Mary Kiely and Sheila and Wilie O’Brien with granddaughter Aoibheann Kiely at Grandparents Day in Our Lady of Mercy Primary School, Cahir

GROW offer weekly peer support meetings for adults challenged by any aspect of their mental health. Call
1890 474 474 and visit grow.ie. GROW wish to thank Belle Voci Choir for its generous donation of €1, 0 0 0 ,
which was raised at its Christmas carol service in Ferryhouse

Maxi Zoo campaign raises over €38,000 for Dogs Trust
I re l a n d ’s largest pet retailer Maxi
Zoo is pleased to announce that it’s
annual Friendship Connects, Give
Paw fundraising campaign raised a
phenomenal €38,252 for the 2019
charity partner Dogs Trust.

The campaign, which ran from Oc-
tober to January, was launched by
top Irish Model and TV personality
Glenda Gilson and her very own
four-legged friend Yazz.

The funds raised in the cam-
pa i g n’s fourth year saw Maxi Zoo sell
limited edition Give Paw bracelets
for €2.50 each across their 20 stores
nationwide, with 100% of the pro-
ceeds going to Dogs Trust. These
vital funds will be used to provide all
of the dogs in their rehoming centre
with the resources they so deserve,
from food and dog treats, to inter-
active toys.

Following on from the success of
the Give Paw campaign, Glenda
Gilson commented: “As a true dog

lover I’m delighted to have been part
of this campaign which raised an in-
credible amount of money for Dogs
Trust. Every dog deserves a second
chance and Dogs Trust works so
hard to find them their forever
home, which is why this campaign
was so special.”

Maxi Zoo marketing manager
Anthony Cremin said: “We ’re so
grateful to everyone who supported
our ‘Give Paw’ campaign for Dogs
Trust and are very pleased to be able
to contribute the outstanding
amount of €38,252 to our very de-
serving charity partner. As a nation
of pet lovers, it’s no surprise that the
public really gets behind this cam-
paign every year, so we’d like to
thank our customers, first and fore-
most, for helping us to make a real
difference in this way.”

Louise Sherwin, philanthropy
and corporate fundraising at Dogs
Trust, added: “We are thrilled with
the amount that Maxi Zoo’s ‘G ive
Paw ’ campaign has raised for the

dogs and puppies in our Rehoming
Centre. Maxi Zoo shares our passion
for giving our dogs the very best care
we can, and their efforts, and those
of their customers, will go a long way
towards ensuring that the dogs in
our care are as happy and comfort-
able as possible. On behalf of all our
furry friends here in Dogs Trust, I
extend our sincerest thanks to all
those who supported this amazing
Maxi Zoo campaign.”

Friendship Connects, Give Paw is
an annual campaign that is run by
Maxi Zoo and the Fressnapf Group
across Europe. The 2019 campaign
raised a total €1.3 million for animal
charities across Europe.

For further information about
getting involved in Maxi Zoo’s 2020
charity initiatives, chat to the pet ex-
perts at Maxi Zoo Clonmel at Unit 1
Poppyfields Retail Park. Visit
@MaxiZooIreland on Facebook,
www.maxizoo.ie and www.dog-
s tr u s t . ie.
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