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LEADER EDITOR

WE have never been in a
situation like this before and
there is quite rightly huge
concern as the coronavirus
starts to take hold here.

Thankfully, as I write this,
nobody has died from the
virus in Ireland, but sadly
deaths seem inevitable.

We are all disappointed,
but there is no doubt that the
decision to cancel the St
Patrick's Day parades in

Limerick city and in towns
and villages in the county is
the correct one. As is the
decision by RTE to postpone
the Late Late Show from
Limerick on Friday.
Everything should be
done, and hopefullyis, to stop
the spread of Covid-19.
Universities, schools and
businesses are preparing to
work from home, if the
situation deteriorates.

Yes, local businesses
including hotels, restaurants
and pubs will lose millions
not only in Limerick but all
over the country. But if this
decision saves just one life, it
is the right one. We are in
unprecedented waters; no
one really knows what is
going to happen. Whatever,
we should all be responsible
and heed the advice from HSE
and government.
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Elaina Fitzgerald-Kane

MyLimerick

Sales director, Woodlands House Hotel, Adare
President of Irish Hotels Federation
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What’s your idea of a perfect day, or a
perfect weekend, in Limerick?

My perfect day starts with breakfast in the
Riverside in Croom. My three boys love the
playground there and we often enjoy a stroll
after against the soothing backdrop of the
river Maigue. Adare also offers somefabulous
breakfast experiences (I couldn’t pick one
over the others!) Adare also has an amazing
playground and some beautiful walks such as
through the village, the riverbank or doing
laps in the Manor Fields. I love meeting
people when we are out strolling and the
chats with my boys who have so many
questions! The younger two love exploring so
inevitably we are bird spotting or animal
spotting and gathering twigs as we go! From
there, we love the Milk Market in Limerick
city - the buzz, the flavours, the friendliness
and itsauthenticity. We are so lucky to have it
on our doorstep. With the makings of a
picnic, Curraghchase Forest Park offers so
much asdoes Knockfierna on afine day. After
allthe going, welove dining as afamily and we
are blessed to have some many great options
in Adare. We also love to cook at home using
some of the organic produce from our own
garden in the grounds of our hotel. There is
nothing to beat the taste of our own
organics.

What’s your first Limerick memory?
Going to Curraghchase. My siblings and I
couldn’t wait for Sundays when after lunch
service, we would hit off to Curraghchase
with our parents and grandparents. Weloved
walking around the loop, exploring the trails,
going to the playground and feeding the
swans even though truth be told, we were
afraid of our lives of them. The sense of
freedom was amazing. With imaginations
running wild, we were everything from
superheroes to shark hunters to animal
rescuers. There were epic games of hide and
go seek. When we were good, we were taken
to Nolan’s shop on the way home for bags of
penny sweets. One of this, two of those - we
must have been tormenting.

What’s your favourite part of the
county and why?
I am totally biased as I am born and raised in

Adare. I love its quaintness and intimacy. I
love that everything is nicely contained and
easily accessible. I love its sense of history
and natural beauty. I love our fabulous
shopping vibe and the amazing restaurants
and cafes that we have. However, most of all, I
love our community spirit. We have some
super people leading by example across so
many clubsand organisations from the Men’s
ShedtotheRed Crosstothe Tidy Townstothe
local GAA clubtoourlocal soccer club,among
others. So many people are so giving of their
time. Having lived overseas, I absolutely
appreciate how lucky I am to live in Adare. I
alsolove the fabulous mix oflocals like myself
who are part of the fabric of Adare and the
great dynamism of the many who have made
Adare their home. We also have some great
schools for families looking to settle here.

What do you think gives Limerick its
unique identity?

History, sport, music, art, culture, rich
landscape, community and its people. We are
proud. We are hardworking. I also love how
our food community has developed both in
terms of local producers and dining
concepts! Again, the Milk Market is a
wonderful celebration of the food culture in
our county.

How would you describe the people of
Limerick?

Energetic, ambitious, proud, hardworking,
appreciative, sporty, culturally rich and full
of enthusiasm. My mother is a Ryan - the
Ryan family motto in her eyes is ‘Die Rather
than Surrender’. We are resilient people. We
are passionate people.

How important do you think sport is to
Limerick?

Hugely important. On a scale of 1 to 10 - I
would give it a 20! And moreover with the
#20x20 Sporting Initiative. Sport is part of
our DNA, for many and most children in our
county have a huge opportunity to get
involved in sport from a very young age which
gives immeasurable benefits from a fitness
and social perspective. We are blessed to have
so many ‘laochra’ and legends in sport in our
county.

TREAT YOUR MUM
THIS

/
A%

SUNDAY 22ND MARCH

4 COURSE LUNCH
fo include a fabulous Dessert Buffet
Every Mum goes home with a little gift
To avoid disappointment call 061-453033

For Reservations Please contact 061 453033
Email: info@greenhillsgroup.com

Fresh thinking that’s
future focused

Grant Thornton are delighted to announce the appointment of

Vic Angley as Partner in the Limerick Tax Practice. The appointment
of Vic reflects the significant and continued growth experienced by
Grant Thornton over the past ten years. At Grant Thornton we are
commitment to developing our presence across Ireland, working with
clients from all industry sectors to deliver solutions to all business
challenges.

grantthornton.ie

Head of Tax.

. . Pic (L-R): Michael McAs - M ing Partner,
o GrantThornton  Audit | Tox | Advisory oo s e

020 G ton Ireland. Al rights reserved. Authorised by Chartered Acc eland (CAI) to carry on investment business. Grant Thornton is @ member firm of Grant
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Masks on
statues
and ban
On Cups

AMID growing fears
surrounding the spread of
COVID-19 (coronavirus) in
Limerick, the city's iconic

statues took extra
precautions by donning face
masks this weekend.

The humourous sight was
spotted by a number of
people, including Twitter
userswhothen circulated the
images.

Statues such as that of
Terry Wogan, the Dockers
Monumentand the O'Connell
Street hurlers statue were all
snapped wearing masks
similar to those worn by
millions in recent weeks
worldwide.

According to the HSE,
"using masks is unlikely to be
of any benefit if you are not
sick."

"Sick people will be
advised by their doctor when
to use a mask," it has been
stated.

"Healthcare workers need
masks and other personal
protective equipment to
protect them from infection
during their work."

A council spokesperson
said: "Limerick City and
County Council is not aware
of who put the masks on the
statues. The Council would
remind members of the
public that the public statues
around the city are an
important cultural, societal
and tourist resource that
needs to be minded."

Meanwhile, a number of
Limerick cafés and coffee
shops have imposed a
temporary ban on customers
using their own reusable
coffee cups in attempts to
contain the spread of the
virus.

The ban is said to have
been imposed to limit the
spread of a contaminated
person’s body fluids (ie.
saliva) from their own
personal cup to the
equipment that's used to
prepare  other  people's
beverages, as well as to café
employees.
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Limerick braces itself as

coronavirus takes a hold

Covid-19: Further restrictions and cancellations are expected

DAVID HURLEY

david-hurley@limerickleaderie

LIMERICK is already feeling the impact
of the worsening coronavirus outbreak
with  further cancellations and
restrictions of movement expected.

With the number of confirmed cases
of Covid-19 in Ireland now in the
mid-20s, measures to combat the
spread of the virus have intensified
- with a cabinet sub-committee taking
thelead.

While Ireland  remains in
containment phase, public health
experts are predicting that in a
worst-case scenario, there could be
more than 70,000 cases of Covid-19 in
Limerick.

Members of the public are being
encouraged to heed the public health
advice such as regularly washing their
hands and exercising proper sneezing
and coughing etiquette.

In addition to the cancellation of the

St Patrick’s Festival, which would have
drawn up to 80,000 people to the city
centre, a significant number of smaller
community events have been cancelled
across the city and county.

Mass-goers are being
encouraged not to shake hands while
visiting restrictions have been
introduced at almost all nursing
homes.

The UL Hospitals Group has
extended the cancellation of almost all
elective surgeries and outpatient
appointments across all six of its sites
while avisitor ban is also in place.

A number of those who have
contracted the virus in the west of the
country, remain inisolation at UHL.

Pharmacies across Limerick have
been struggling to secure fresh supplies
of hand sanitiser while  some
have begun the process of stockpiling
medications.

“We don’t know what’s going to
happen so we are looking at having

Visit our
website for
the most
up to date
Nnews on
Covid-19

LIMERICKLEADER.IE

enough supplies to last three or four
months but you can’t have everything,”
one pharmacists told The Leader.

The hospitality sector has been
significantly affected by Covid-19 with
many bookings for large groups at
hotels and restaurants being cancelled
- tothe disappointment of some.

“The risk of contracting Covid-19
remains very very low. Of course, at risk
groups should stay away. The rest just
need to wash our hands and go about
our business. It’s a shame people love to
be dramatic, and secretly long for
panic,” said Pat O’Sullivan of
Masterchefsin a post on social media.

Meanwhile, it’s business as usual for
schools and colleges in Limerick
although contingency plans are being
drawn up in the event of closures being
required.

The Department of Education and
Skills said any decision to close schools
willbemade on publichealth advice and
that no such advice has been received.

Family tell of self-isolation fears

A FAMILY awaiting
COVID-19 test results
have spoken to the
Limerick Leader about
their experience since
they began
self-isolating last week.

The family of
four are in
self-isolation at home
following one member,
the father/husband,
being in contact with a
confirmed case of the
virus last week.

The man, who is a
member of the gardai,
was instructed by his
workplace to
self-isolate after
coming into contact
with a later-confirmed
case of the virus last
Tuesday, March 2.

The wife, who works
in the hospitality
industry in Limerick
city and has also been
told to self-isolate by

v

The family have been in self-isolation since Thursday after a member came into contact with a confirmed case

her workplace, said
how if it wasn’t for
social media, the
family would be
unaware that they
were in contact with
the confirmed case
until this weekend.

“This individual was
identified to us via
Twitter and Facebook
on Wednesday evening
around 8pm after RTE
broadcast the
confirmed cases in the
West,” she said.

”If we hadn’t found
out via social media
who the confirmed
case was, my husband
would have come into
contact with
potentially hundreds of
people over the week.”

On Thursday, the
couple were both told
to self-isolate by their
employers, and chose
to keep their two
children home from
school and university.

The family made

contact with the
national helpline that
evening, with the HSE
unable to confirm nor
deny that contact had
been made with a
confirmed case.

“We were told to stay
home, wash our hands
and relax,” she said,
“and that if my
husband was in contact
with the confirmed
case that they would be
in touch.

On Friday night, the

family were tested at
home for the virus by a
paramedic, and as of
this Monday, were still
awaiting results.

“On Sunday we were
called by the contact
team who told us that
my husband had been
in contact with the
person who had a
confirmed case. This
was four days after we
made contact ourselves
with the HSE to tell
them this. They are

about as useful as a
chocolate teapot.

“So either the test
comes back negative
and everything goes
back to normal, or it
comes back positive
and my husband is
admitted to UHL and
kept in isolation. From
which point I will have
to self-isolate for a
further 14 days with
the two kids and
disinfect the entire
house.”
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Late Late Show set for UCH
has been postponed

The Late Late Show, due to be
broadcast from Limerick this
Friday, March 13, has been
switched back to Dublin instead.

The director general of RTE told
the Limerick Leader, “As we are
now unable to bring you the show
that we had hoped, with great
regret it has been decided that the
Late Late Show due to be
broadcast from Limerick on Friday
March 13, will be postponed until a
later date.

“Ryan, the Late Late Show team,
and all at RTE and Failte Ireland
are disappointed that the
broadcast from University of
Limerick cannot proceed this
weekend, but we do look forward
to rescheduling this event at a
later date,” the statement added.

The television show's production
team tweeted on Tuesday, “We
cannot wait to be able to bring the
#LateLate to Limerick in the
future.”

Colaiste Nano Nagle Secondary School students, Iqra Mubarak and I-'atlma Bibi and CBS Sexton Street
Secondary School students, Alejandro Maximo Cervantes and Daniel Yermak with Grace Collier, Spice
Vintage, at the launch of TLC6 #TLC6Insta secondary school Instagram competition at Spice Vintage
store on Harvey's Quay, Limerick picTURE: ALAN PLACE

‘.f.

Students to send
sustainable snaps
for TLC competition

AINE FITZGERALD

aine fitzgerald@limerickleaderie

SECONDARY school students in Limerick are
being urged to snap shots of their sustainablelife,
as part of a competition ahead of TLC6.

Team Limerick Clean-Up have launched the
exciting Instagram competition with Grace
Collier, founder of Limerick’s Spice Vintage.

The competition was launched in the Spice
Vintage store, on Harvey’s Quay in the city.

To enter the competition, secondary school
students from fourth year to sixth year must
follow the Team Limerick Clean-Up Instagram
account (@teamlimerickcleanup) and post a
photo of themselves being sustainable whether it
be using a reusable cup, taking steps to remove
plastic from their lives, upcycling an outfit or
shopping vintage. The more unique, the better!

The students must tag the Team Limerick
Clean-Up account and wuse the hashtag
#TLC6Insta. If their account is private, they can
screenshot their post and direct message it to
Team Limerick Clean-Up’s account.

Commenting on the competition Grace Collier
said, “I am thrilled to be a judge for this exciting

competition; students are the people to make the
change towards a more sustainable life, they are
the next generation and are going to be the ones
making the difference. I can’t wait to see the ideas
that the students come up with!”

There are great prizes to be won, including
vouchers for Spice Vintage, a Fitbit and much
more.

Full information and terms and conditions
can be found on Team Limerick Clean-Up’s
website.

Heading into its sixth year, TLC is celebrating
how far the event as come since 2015 with a focus
on promoting the message of sustainability. Last
year’s record-breaking participation figures
exceeded 20,000 volunteers, with over 600
groups from across the county. A total of 470 of
these held tea and coffee gatherings to celebrate
their spring clean efforts.

Registration is open for the Good Friday, April
10 event across Limerick City and County. With
the closing date fast approaching volunteers are
urged to sign up as soon as possible at
www.teamlimerickecleanup.ie and join the
20,000+ volunteers expected to once again show
their support for their locality.

Coldiste Nano Nagle Secondary School students, Ajirah Hanifi, Iqgra Mubarak, Fatima Bibi and Marian
Sanjrani at the launch of TLC6 #TLC6Insta secondary school Instagram competition

€1099

The Zemira |
corner sofa

€30.52

a month for 3 years

O i No deposit and
AFTER EVENT €2339 APk i no interest - ever!

Come down to your local
DFS in Limerick today

DFS Limerick, Ballysimon Road, Limerick,
Ireland, V94 KR20. Tel: 061439 678.

Also find us at
Carrickmines and Blanchardstown, Dublin
and Mahon Point, Cork.

New store now open in Galway.

more comfortable

making everyday

dfs

Zemira corner sofa, a combination of 100% genuine leather and leather look fabric. Earlybird savings apply until
16.03.20. Event price €1169 from 17.03.20 to 12.05.20. After event price applies from 13.05.20 - see in-store or online
for details. Credit subject to acceptance. Credit is provided by external finance companies as determined by DFS. 3
years interest free credit from date of delivery. Delivery charges apply. DFS is a division of DFS Trading Ltd. Registered
in England and Wales No 01735950. Redhouse Interchange, Doncaster, DN6 7NA. dfs.ie



1HE LERADER

Www.ilmerickieader.ie

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11, 2020

6 I ; i 3 ; E I o o BE PART OF THE CONVERSTATION

Should St
Patrick's Day
events bhe
cancelled?

MORE than eight in
every ten people who
took a survey on the
Limerick Leader
Twitter page have
agreed with council’s
decision to cancel the St
Patrick’s Day
celebrations next week.
Early on Monday
morning, this
newspaper's Twitter
followers were asked
the yes/no question as
to whether the event
should be cancelled over
the outbreak, which has
caused chaos globally.
Some 606 people
voted by teatime on
Monday, with 81.7%
going in favour of the
cancellation.

No advice to close schools, says Dept. of Education

The Department of Education and Skills has
responded to speculation on social media that
schools across the country are to close for a
number of weeks from this Friday in response
to the coronavirus outbreak.

In a statement, issued this Tuesday
afternoon, a spokesperson said the
Department is liaising closely with the
Department of Health on a continuing basis.

“Any decision to close schools will be made
on public health advice. There is no such
advice at this point.

“It is essential that any decisions
regarding responses to Covid-19 are
proportionate, necessary and based on
specific public health advice. No other
response is appropriate.”

Prior to the statement heing issued, several
messages were circulating on WhatsApp and
on other social media platforms, suggesting
an announcement was “imminent” that all
schools and third-level institutions would not
reopen after St Patrick’s Day due to the
Covid-19 situation.

The Department of Education and Skills is
urging all schools to remain calm and to
listen to the advice they are given.

“Public health professionals will contact
schools if there is any action to he taken.
Schools should not take unilateral action.
Schools, pre-schools and higher education
settings have been provided with advice and
guidance in respect of Covid-19,” said a
spokesperson.

The Department says it is deeply conscious
of the significance of decisions concerning
school closures, and the potential impact any

such decisions would have on parents,
families and the wider community.

“This is an evolving situation and the
health advice is being updated on a daily
basis. The Department of Education and Skills
and Department of Health will continue to
work closely together on this issue,” reads
the statement.

Up-to-date guidance for schools and parents
can he found at www.education.ie/covid19.

Saint Patrick’s parade
axed as virus spreads

Celebrations: Festival was set to draw thousands to city

DAVID HURLEY & NICK RABBITIS

news@limerickleaderie

LIMERICK’S Saint Patrick’s festival has
been cancelled dueto the outbreak ofthe
coronavirus, it was confirmed on
Monday.

The move, which comes as a huge
blowtocity traders, takes place on foot of
the spread of the flu-like disease.

It wasannounced following ameeting
of a cabinet sub-committee which is
dealing with the Covid-19 situation.

Tens of thousands of people had been
expected to attend the Limerick city
parade on March 17 while large crowds
were also expected to attend the 50th
International Band Championship this
coming Sunday afternoon.

In a statement, confirming the
cancellation of the St Patrick's Festival, a
spokesperson for Limerick City and
County Council said public health and
safety has to be paramount.

“We would like to apologise to all the
clubs, community groups and
organisations, bands and street theatre
entertainers and businesses affected by
this decision but we are following the
guidelines set down by the government
and health officialsand actingin the best
interests of public health and safety,"
they said.

Mayor Michael Sheahan added: “We
sincerely regret that we have to cancel
this year’s parade and band
championship but the health and safety
ofourthousands of participants, visitors
and volunteers is paramount.

“We believe they are the correct
decisions based on the current situation
and most recent risk assessment which

There will be no repeat of colourful scenes like these in Limerick this March, as
the St Patrick’s Day parade is cancelled on safety grounds PicTURE TRUEMEDIA

considered the volume of visitors
expected to Limerick city and the
duration of the event.”

Dr Pat Daly, the chief executive of
Limerick City and County Council, said
the decision was not easy.

“Cancellation is not an easy thing to
do and this will bring disappointment to
many who had been working very hard
behind the scenes and were looking
forward to marching down O’Connell
Street with pride next week, but we have
taken this decision due to the possible
threat to public health from Covid-19.”

Labour councillor Conor Sheehan,
who first called for the cancellation of
the parades over the weekend has
welcomed the move.

However, he feels it doesn’t go far
enough.

“We don’t know how serious this
situation is going to be. We don’t know
howbadit’sgoingtoget,andIthinkwe’re
not taking it seriously enough,” he said,
“Some people thought I was being
alarmist making the call. But I wasn’t. It
is aworsening public health situation.”

It is with this in mind the northside
member has confirmed he will ring local
authority boss Dr Pat Daly requesting
the suspension of all council meetings
for the next fortnight.

“What I am also looking for is the
council to put in place measures so its
staff can work at home,” he told The
Leader.

some individuals
with coronavirus
attended Blindboy
podcast in Clare

RYAN 0'ROURKE

Ryan.orourke@limerickleaderie

A NUMBER of individuals, who tested positive for the
coronavirus, were in attendance at a performance of the
Blindboy Podcast in Clare last month.

Theindividuals attended the podcast at the Glor theatre
in Ennis, on the night of February 29.

The HSE has subsequently been in touch with those
audience members whom they have deemed may be
impacted, and have advised on precautionary measures.

Inastatement from Glor, aspokesperson said: “Glér can
confirm that there were individuals who subsequently
tested positive for Covid 19 in attendance at a performance
of the Blindboy Podcast which took
place in the venue on Saturday

February 29 at 8pm.
“In line with HSE
protocol, Gléor made

immediate contact with
health authorities once
we were made aware of
the situation and shared
all relevant information
with them.

“The HSE has
subsequently been in
touch with those audience
members whom they have
deemed may be impacted, and
have advised on precautionary
measures.

The spokesperson stated that no actionisrequired from
those who have not already been contacted by the HSE.

“Operations at Glor continue as normal after
management sought advice from the HSE, additional
hygiene measures and handwashing advice are in place at
the arts centre, and we ask all our staff and customers to
follow HSE guidelines on handwashing and respiratory
etiquette. Further information is available on the HSE
website.”

Blindboy confirmed to the Limerick Leader that he was
not one of those told to isolate. "I wasn't considered close
contact by any measure. I've to carry on as normal.”
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Time: 10am

ROUTE:

To: Parteen (By the Long Pavement), Ardnacrusha, Killaloe.
Returning in reverse order.

Stopping at the Lakeside Hotel, Killaloe.

Contact Pat Nolan on 086 347 1713
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Social Democrats councillor Elisa 0’Donovan and Labour councillor Conor Sheehan, who have hoth been targeted by online bullies

Gardai launch prohe into
® o
online ‘abuse’ of councillor

Web: City West member calls in gardai as she falls victim to cruel internet bullies

NICK RABBITTS AT CITY HALL

nick@limerickleaderie

SOCIAL Democrats councillor Elisa
O’Donovan says the online abuse she
hassuffered hasbecome sobad, she’s
reported it to the gardai.

The City West member confirmed
she has reported “professionally
damaging” and “targeted” abuse to
the law. She says although she has
“thick skin,” there are limits as to
what she can take in terms of
commentary online.

“I have started to call it out. There
was one comment made a few weeks
ago, and I did have to report it to the
gardai because I felt I had to. The
comments were quite professionally
damaging to my career outside the
council,” she told The Leader.

“I'm fine with people critiquing
my work as a councillor. But for
people to spread personal things
about meisjust not nice.”

In a lengthy series of Tweets over

the weekend, Cllr O’Donovan, who
works as a healthcare professional,
wrote: “Earlier this week, I was sent
on athread on an online forum about
Limerick which I'm the only
politician referenced in. I shouldn’t
haveopeneditandreadit,butldid.In
this thread over many months, I am
called unstable [and] a c***”.

She wasreferred to as “a complete
crackpot and verging on bipolar”.

“It's the most horrible, vicious
thing toread about yourself. T have no
problem if people have issues with
my work as a councillor, please call
meout onthis, but[am finding it very
difficult to hear completely untrue
and nasty comments about me since
last May. Please stop,” Cllr O’Donovan
added.

The member, who was first
elected last May, believes part of the
reason she has fallen victim to
internet abusers is because she is a
female.

“I don’t think a male politician

“It’s the most
horrible,

vicious thing
to read about

yourself”
CLLR ELISA 0'DONOVAN

would get that written about them.
On this thread, not one other
councillor is mentioned. A lot of it is
misogynistic in tone, there’s no
doubt about it.

“IthinkifIwasaman,Idon’t know
if 'd be getting this kind of targeted
abuse,” she said.

“There needs to be a shift in how
we look at women councillors and
how they are represented in society.”

Previous to this, Cllr O’'Donovan
said she was used to comments
online about her appearance
-something she feels has become
normalised, and something she is
“fine” with.

“Usually people talk about my
appearance, which is absolutely fine.
You get used to this. I'm a tall woman
—-when you're a six-foot one woman,
you get alot of comments,” she said.

Off the back of her tweets, ClIr
O’Donovan did receive support from
many quarters, including her own
party’s co-leader Catherine Murphy.

In a response, she wrote: “Elisa, I
know you cannot unread this
nonsense but it’s important you
know so many including myselfthink
you areinspirational. Just keep doing
what your doing.”

Former Labour TD Jan O’Sullivan
added: “Stay strong Elisa, these
people are abusive cowards, don’t let
them occupy any of your head
space.”

Another Labour councillor Conor
Sheehan also reflected on his own
experience of being targeted online.

Over the weekend, he felt forced
to ‘lock’ his Twitter account, so only
approved followers could see what he
postsabout.

Despite  this ordeal, ClIr
O’Donovan says she’s not going to
change the way she acts.

“It was really nice - people from
different political spectrums came to
me. It’slovely the support Iwas given.
I am not going to change what I am
doing,” she concluded.
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Comments from
online readers

What youTe saying about
stories on limerickleader.ie
and our social media platforms

LL

SELF ISOLATING FAMILY LAMBASTS HSE
RESPONSE TO COVID-19 CRISIS

Sinead Exrbayrakter

Shocking ... HSE chasing their tails , hope this
family test negative & get back to some kind
of normality , fair play to them for Isolating
themselves before ever getting instruction to do so ... This
story further enforces my lack of faith of our Health service&
current government !

Yar Stack
They told that doctor go back to work and his wife, after
coming back from Italy, they havent a clue

Tim 0'Keeffe Inr
What do you want them to do ffs send maid in to look after
ye. Most be will recover from in so stay home and relax .

Roisin Kennedy

And they refused to come to my house Andrea De Vito one
rule for some and a different rule for me amd I begged them as
I was so sick. Says it all really ffs

Agnes 0'Shaughnessy
Yet the HSE said at the press conference there was no delay in
testing when they were asked.

Sid Quinlan
Woudnt go near that hospital fecking joke it is anyway now its
going too get worse

UNA HEALY SPLITS WITH BOYFRIEND FROM
LIMERICK OF ONE YEAR

Ronan McKernan

Una has since deleted all pictures of herself
and David from her Instagram feed, though
took to the social media platform to share a
message of inspiration this International Women's Day.

The singer shared an Eleanor Roosevelt quote which read: A
woman is like a teabag, you never know how strong it is until
it's in hot water’

Must be devastating for him to be deleted from instagram.

Adam 0'Shea
Of one year is a really strange name

Fexrgal Cussen
Sad to hear Did the junior cert with the guy

DUKE AND DUCHESS OF CAMBRIDGE CHAT
ABOUT LIMERICK DURING ROYAL VISIT

Clodagh Hartigan
Great to see all your hard work being
acknowledged Laura

Daibhi MacGearailt

So chance of them visiting the graves of the 2 former mayors
that were brutally taken from their home shot in front of their
families on behalf of the British government...now that would
be nice to see ..

Daithi De Burca
Lock them in Limerick prison now that would be some good
news

www.limerickleader.ie
www.facebook.com/LimerickLeaderx
Limerick Leader
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Pictured at the Novas International Women's Day Lunch at the Savoy Hotel were Catherine and Kathleen 0’Connor,
Coxbally and Una Burns, Novas PICTURE: BETH PYM/ILOVELIMERICK

Concerns voiced over

Housing: Huge development set for Pa Healy Road

NICK RABBITTS AT CITY HALL

nick@limerickleaderie

A GREEN Party councillor has
criticised the number of buy-to-rent
apartments in a planned housing
developmentin the city.

City East councillor Sean
Hartigan was speaking after
members received a presentation of
the proposed Pa Healy Road housing
development, which could see
almost 450 homes constructed along
the Canal Bank.

In plans exclusively revealed by
our sister newspaper, the Limerick
Leader, Revington Developments
has sought planning permission to
build 442 units, comprising of 363
build-to-rent apartments in a mix of
studio, one bedroom and

two-bedroom apartments.

There will also be 61 student
apartmentsinamix oftwo, three and
four bedroom apartments, totalling
189 student bed spaces.

And as part of the huge proposal,
18 dwelling homes will be
constructed, according to the plans
which were shown to members ofthe
metropolitan district this week.

But Cllr Sean Hartigan feels the
buy-to-rent element of the plans will
lock any young couple out of owning
their own home.

“I'd have serious reservations
around the build-to-rent scheme,” he
said, “This will take away people’s
chances to own their own homes. A
site like this is an area where the
council should be building public
homes.”

And he warned that many of the
apartments lie idle, with an
institutional landlord only letting
them out if they can extract the
maximum value from them.

ClIr Hartigan also warned that the
site is “challenging”, as it contains
“contaminated soil” and is also a
known habitat for otters.

Cllr Kieran O’Hanlon
expressed concerns around the
traffic on the site, pointing out that
vehicle use on the Pa Healy Road is
already high.

“Lots of students will also be using
the canal and walkway.
Unfortunately we are without a
cycle-way and footpath,” he noted.

Planning official Stephane Duclot
said that 10% of the homes will be
designated as social housing.

Roadshow to get girls back on bikes

THE highly-anticipated
#andshecycles Roadshow will come
to Limerick City Hall on March 12,
following its successful launch in
County Mayo last month.

In 2019 Green-Schools worked
with teenage girls to develop the
#andshecycles campaign to shine a

light on the barriers currently
reducing the rate of girls choosing to
cycle.

Green-Schools would like these
events to give teenage girlsa
platform to speak about cycling
experiences and attitudes, explore
barriers and promote

empowerment among young women
who are cycling or want to cycle.

The event kicks off at 16.30pm
with an exhibition followed by a
screening of the #andshecycles
campaign and the panel discussion
will run from 17-18.00pm. Thisis a
public community event.
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The late Frank Hogan with his famous sign. He lived in and loved Limerick and was delighted when Declan Hannon lifted the Liam MacCarthy

Farewell Fxank and thanks
for the sporting memories

DONAL O'REGAN

donal. oregan@limerickleaderie

FEW GAA supporters have resonated
with so many as the late Frank Hogan
or as he was better known John 3:7.

It was a remarkable achievement
by somebody as softly spoken and as
unassuming as Frank was. Yet for
decades there was hardly a Sunday
that went by that Frank wasn’t
situated in the throng of a terrace.

And proudly out in front of him
was his bright yellow John 3:7 sign
meaning, “Do not marvel that I said
toyou, you must be born again”.

The Christian Evangelist was laid
to rest in Mount St Lawrence after
removal from Thompson’s funeral
home this Tuesday afternoon.

The 81-year-old was survived by
his wife Myrna, son Jason, and
daughter Natasha.

After the Leader broke the sad

news on Monday morning, tributes
flowed in for Frank. He was a little
part of every sporting fan.

Originally from Borrisokane he
made hishome in Castletroy and over
the last three decades he followed
Limerick through the good times and
the bad.

Sadly as his health failed in recent
years, Frank was not able to attend
the All-Ireland final between
Limerick and Galway in 2018.

Prior to his John 3:7 sign, Frank
had a John 3:16 sign. John Cregan,
chairman of Limerick GAA, said
wasn’t it ironic that Limerick scored
3-16in that game.

John 3:16 states: “For God so loved
the world that he gave his one and
only Son, that whoever believes in
him shall not perish but have eternal
life”

That All-Ireland final win did give
eternal life to so many.

Mr Cregan said as long as he is
going to matches hecan “vividly
remember seeing Frank and noticing
him on the train because he had the
big long placard with him”.

“You would always see him. He
persisted. Some of these things come
and go buthe was a constant. He
persisted in spreading his message in
a very novel kind of way,” said Mr
Cregan, who on behalf of Limerick
GAA expressed his sympathies to the
Hogan family.

“He was somebody who was
always there. He always managed to
get that shot on camera. Even if you
weren’t at a game you would see him
because hewas always picked
out from the crowd. He obviously
believed very much in spreading his
message.

“It was an ideal way of doing
it, travelling the length and breadth
ofthe country. From our point of view

he was quite an iconic figure,
standing with his placard all of the
time. Itissad that Frank haspassedto
his eternal reward but he will be
fondly remembered by everybody in
Limerick GAA and, indeed, the wider
sporting community throughout the
country,” said Mr Cregan.

Frank’s memory was honoured at
the monthly Limerick GAA County
Board meeting on Tuesday night.

In a moving graveside oration, his
long-time friend Gerry Nugent said:
“Frank Hogan, a husband, a father, a
brother, and for many years a loyal
servant of his Lord and saviour Jesus
Christ has gone home to heaven and
is in God’s wonderful presence right
now.”

To use Frank’s own words in an
interview with the Limerick
Leader, “People think that salvation
is difficult but Jesus makes it so
simple.”

Sponsored

Cardio
screening
at the
Radisson

Heartfelt Cardio Screening is
coming to your area soon,
with the BPro pulse wave
analysis device, providing
affordableand accurate heart
and artery screenings.

The BPro device is a
completely mobile test kit,
comprising a wrist sensor
and a laptop. It can be
brought to any location,
including your workplace or
organisation which makes it
ideal for sports clubs, health
centresetc.

Screenings are carried out
byacertifiedtechniciananda
full printout of the results are
given on the day. The
procedure is non-invasive
and completely pain-free.
The information provided by
our BPro screenings can help
doctors decide whether more
invasive investigations are
required thereby saving
patients further unnecessary
trauma. The process is a
major advance for
monitoring cardiovascular
health without the need for
invasive procedures.

The cost of an individual
BProtestis€50peradultwith
a 10% discount (€90) for a
couple. There is also a 20%
discount for groups of 12 or
more people e.g. Sports

Clubs, Credit Unions,
Business Screening etc.
Heartfelt Cardio

Screening will bring the BPro
to the following local venue
during the next few weeks:

Thursday April 2,
Radisson Blu Hotel, Ennis
Road, Limerick

For furtherinformation or
to make an appointment,
please contact: Anna on
0864135555 or Jimmy on
0862566422. Email:
heartfeltcardioscreening
@gmail.com

See www.bproheartfelt
cardioscreening.com

Ronan Deasy

(061) 541242

info@joycecosolicitors.com
www.joycecosolicitors.com

IMMIGRATION LAW SPECIALISTS

» Stamp 4 Applications
« Citizenship Applications
* EU Treaty Rights Applications
* Work Permits
» Section 3 Leave to
Remain Applications
 Applications for
Undocumented Individuals

The Gallery, 13 Bedford Row, Limerick

Eoin Joyce

“%c, rdio ="

* A fraction of the cost

¢ Non-invasive, pain free procedure

Did you know that 27 people die ofa
HEART ATTACK in Ireland every day?
There is now an alternative to an Angiogram!

Its called Bpro Cardio Screening

¢ 99.17% accurate as an Angiogram

¢ Tests your heart condition,
arteries & blood pressure
¢ Session lasts approx 30 mins

Radisson Blu Hotel, Ennis Road, Limerick
Wednesday 18th March and Thursday 2nd April 2020
Appointments available from 11am until late
Booking by appointment only €50 per person or €90 per couple

Heartfelt Cardio Screening by BPro

To book an appointment or for further information call Anna on 086 413 5555 or Jimmy on 086 2566 422
email: heartfeltcardioscreening@gmail.com Web: www.bproheartfeltcardioscreening.com
Find us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/HEARTFELT-CARDIO-SCREENING/473318246132004
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Hospital backs children’s race

Sponsoxship:
Bon Secours
Hospital at
Barringtons
proudly
announces
support for
Limerick's
largest
children's fun
run this May

REBECCA LAFFAN

rebecca laffan@limerickleaderie

BON Secours Hospital at
Barringtons will once again
sponsor the city'slargest children's
fun run, it was announced this
week.

The annual Run for Fun will
take place at the University of
Limerick on May 2, and will see
hundreds of national school
children take part.

Speaking at the announcement
earlier this week, hospital
manager Jason Kenny said: “We
have a long-running relationship
with the Great Limerick Run
weekend, having previously
sponsored the Sunday event,
whichisanincrediblesuccessinits
own right, bringing over 14,000
people into the city on the May
Bank Holiday weekend.

“It’s a huge boost for the city in
terms of sports tourism and has
been one of the stand-out
individual elements that have
combined into the great Limerick
success story over the past decade
orso,” he added.

“We were delighted to take up

Woman seriously assaulted

Ella Barry aged 5 leads the way fo: runhets, ftofn left to right, Dylan Barty, aged 7, I.ucy Mutray, 12 nlan Cleary, 12, Dylan Gllmore, 12 Sam Gllmore, 10,
and Kevin Kearns, 10, along with Limerick hurlers Will 0'Donoghue, and Diarmaid Byrnes and manager John Kiely riCTURE: DIARMUID GREENE

on the opportunity to sponsor the
'Run for Fun' because it promotes
healthy activity amongst children
and that’s something as a
healthcare provider that we are
very keen to promote. Getting
children involved in exercise can
introduce them to something that
will stay with them for much of
their lives and reduce health risks.

It's also good for their wider
wellbeing, their confidence, things
that are very important to work on
from an early age.”

Said John Cleary, CEO of the
Great Limerick Run: “It’s essential
when you are getting sponsorship
partners on board that they are the
right fit from the actual event’s
perspective. Bon Secours Hospital

Limerick ticks that box. It has a great
heritage here in the city given the
hospital's origins here and they are a
healthcare provider operating to the
highest standards.”

John Kiely, Limerick senior
hurling manager, said: “As a school
principal and someone involved in
sport prettymuch allmylife, 've seen
just how important participation in

sportis, no matter what code it is.

“We have to encourage our
children to be involved first and
foremost. It cannot be about
competitiveness for them, it must be
about fun when they are this stage of
life,” he continued.

”I commend John Cleary and his
team for pulling this together and
Bon Secours Hospital Limerick.”

Man arrested after

DAVID HURLEY

david hurley@limerickleaderie

INVESTIGATIONS are
continuing following what has
been a described as a “serious
assault” in the city centre at the
weekend.

While gardai have not
released any specific details of
what is alleged to have

happened, they have confirmed
they are investigating claims
that a woman was assaulted in
the early hours of Sunday
morning.

Therewas agarda presenceat
either endof a laneway
connecting Michael Street and
St Michael’'s Court near
Watergate on Sunday as gardai
carried out inquiriesin the area.

The area was also cordoned
off for a time with public access
being restricted to facilitate

forensic  examinations by
members of the divisional
scenes of crime unit.

“Gardai are investigating an
alleged serious assault of a
female that occurred in
Limerick city in the early hours
of Sunday morning, March 8,
2020. No arrests have been
made at this time and
investigations are continuing,”
said a spokesperson for the
Garda Press Office in statement
which was emailed to The
Leader.

Having been alerted to the
incident, anumber of people
wholiveintheareatooktosocial
media to express their shock at

Gardai at Henry Street
are investigating the
incident

| | released,

what happened.

“It's scary,” posted one
woman while another stated
that what happened was
terrible.

It’s not known if the woman,
whose aged has not been
required medical
treatment and the nature of her
alleged injuries has not been
disclosed.

However, there is no
suggestion that her condition is
life-threatening.

Gardai attached to Henry
Street station are investigating
theincident.

Any anyone who was in the
area at the time or who
witnessed the alleged assault
can contact them at (061)
212400.

€45k drugs seizure

Gardaihave arrestedamanin
his 50s and seized €45,100 of
suspected drugs in the
Moyross area of Limerick on
Monday evening.

As part of an ongoing
operation targeting the sale
and supply of drugs in
Limerick city, Gardai from
the divisional drugs unit in
Limerick, assisted by the
armed support unit,
executed a search warrant at
a house in Moyross shortly
after 7.30pm.

During the course of the
search Gardai seized €42,000
of suspected heroin and
€3,100 of tablets believed to
be alprazolam.

Henry Street garda station

Mobile phones, bags and a
weighing scales were also
seized. The suspected drugs
will now be sent for analysis.

A man in his 50s was
arrested at the scene and
brought to Henry Street
Garda Station.

He is currently detained
under Section 2 of the
Criminal  Justice (Drug
Trafficking) Act,1996.
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Cliona’s
For families with a
seriously sick child

We want you on

CLIONA'S CREW

at the Regeneron Great Limerick Run

SUNDAY MAY 3*° 2020

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE

LIMITED NUMBER OF DISCOUNTS STILL AVAILABLE

CONTACT US 061331 333 or info@clionas.ie

Sign up and get your Cliona’s t shirt and avail of our pre and
post event hospitality at basecamp on O’'Connell Street.
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www.clionas.ie Chy Reg 18127
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Children
gettng
lost in
potholes

NICK RABBITTS
at City Hall

SOME of the potholes in a
northside community are
in such a bad state
“children are getting lost
in them”. This claim was
made, only half-jokingly,
by Sinn Fein councillor
John Costelloe, who is
furious about the craters
in Ballynanty and its
surrounding areas.

During a discussion on
the schedule of works for
the city in the next 12
months, Cllr Costelloe
urged the fixing of
potholes.

He said: “Some of the
craters are in such a bad
condition, children are
getting lost inside of
them, they are so big.
People are paying road tax
and the Local Property
Tax and are not getting a
proper service. It doesn’t
matter if it’s
Caherconlish, Ballynanty,
Moyross or Thomondgate,
a pothole’s a pothole.
They need to be dug up
and filled in properly, not
to have litigation against
the council. There should
be a thing so they are
addressed immediately.”

In response, council

Cllx John
Costelloe, Sinn
Fein

official Hugh McGrath
said a new machine is to
be brought on stream
soon, with members set to
get a sneak preview.

He said it will be a “one
stop shop” in the filling of
potholes. But Cllr
Costelloe urged care,
saying: “Some of the holes
need to be properly
resurfaced, not just a
quick barrel of stuff here,
and barrel of stuff there.
Whatever material is used
in some communities, it’s
very poor. It feels like the
roads haven’t been relaid
since the homes were
built in the 1950s.”

Fine Gael councillor
Sarah Kiely said at times,
you need an SUV or Land
Rover to drive through
the Carey’s Road.

“At the moment, you
can go down with a
bucket and spade and
start digging,” she said.
Council official Kieran
Lehane said he’d look into
it.

Birthday
joy fox JP
in the
Cotswolds

Limerick businessman JP
McManus celebrated his
69th birthday in style at
the Cheltenham festival on
Tuesday, by taking the
feature race of the day, the
Unibet Champion Huxdle.

Epatante was backed into
2/1 favourite on track and
gave her supporters few
worries under jockey Barry
Geraghty who was riding
for trainer Nicky
Hendexson.

JP had also gone close in
earlier races with Chantry
House running third in the
Grade 1 Supreme Hurdle and
Fakir D’0udaires runner up
in the Grade 1 Arkle Trophy.

UNIBET

e e

JP McManus flanked by trainer Nicky Henderson and jockey Barry Geraghty after Epatante's win piCTURE SPORTSILE

Shannon Group staff

bhoost two charities

Donation: Limerick Suicide Watch will share in the €100,000 given

RYAN 0’ROURKE

Ryan.orourke@limerickleaderie

LIMERICK Suicide Watch and the
Irish Cancer Society have shared in
the largest amount ever gathered
by Shannon Group since the group
charities programme began.

The staff of Shannon Airport,
Shannon Commercial Properties,
Shannon Heritage and
International Aviation Services
Centre (IASC) staffhave boosted the
two charities, which are doing
invaluable work across the region,
with a €100,000 donation made
from its chosen charity
programme.

The monies raised last year
brings the total sum raised by
Shannon Group staff for designated
charities to over €350,000 since the
programme commenced Six years
ago.

Last year saw staff across the
group’s businesses run a number of
their own individual fundraising
initiatives as well as collaborate on
group-wide activity — the net result
being a €50,000 cheque going to
each of the 2019 chosen charities.

Isabel Harrison, chairperson of
the Shannon Group Staff Charity
Committee said: “We are absolutely
delighted to be handing over such a
large amount of money to these
charities. There isn’t a community
in Ireland that hasn’t be touched by
suicide or a family that hasn’t been
touched by cancer so it is an
absolute privilege to be able to

To benefit

Irish

Joen Noonan with 4-year-old Adam Noonan, Mary Considine, Mary Kennedy, Colm 0’Byrne, Isabel Harrison,
Annette Haran, and Grainne McInerney

contribute tothe amazing work that
both of these charities do.”

The year-long programme saw
four Shannon Group staff cycle
between four Irish airports in four
days. They covered a staggering
787km taking in Shannon, Knock,
Dublin and Cork airports. Other
initiatives include the annual

favourite Christmas kick-off for the
region, the Santa Flights,aswell asa
5k run at Shannon Free Zone, bake
sales, a family fun day at Bunratty
Castle and Folk Park, a mountain
run and an auction.

Commenting on the outcome of
last year’s programme, Shannon
Group CEO Mary Considine also

revealed that the 2020 Shannon
Group Chosen Charities are CMRF
Crumlinand Slainte an Chlair, Clare
Cancer Support.

Said Ms Considine: “I'm so proud
of our staff. They selflessly gave of
their time to help others. We had
seventeen fundraising events in
total over the year.”
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Burglar fled after being
found in hallway of home

ABURGLAR fled
empty-handed after he was
confronted by a woman who
returned to her home in the
middle of the day.

According to gardai, the
incident happened in the
Clancy Strand area at
around 2.30pm.

“After the woman
discovered the intruder in
the hallway of her home, he
ran out once he saw her,”
said Sergeant Ber Leetch.

It was subsequently
established that the burglar
had entered the house by
breaking a small pane of
glassin the back door
and putting his hand in and
turning the door key that

The burglarx
smashed a
rear door to
gain entry

wasin the lock.

“Door keys must be kept
out of sight so if you have a
glass door do not leave your
keyin thelock keep themin a
drawer or a press. Some
people like to keep their door
key near the doorin case
they have to get outin an
emergency, consider
sticking ahook where it can’t
be seen from the outside,”
added Sgt Leetch.

Pensioner waiting at bus
stop targeted Dy pickpocket

A PURSE was stolen from a pensioner as she was waiting for

abusin the city centre.

The incident happened near the Augustinian Church on
O’Connell Street at around 4pm last Friday

The womanm aged in her 70s, was approached by a male
who engaged in conversation with her.

When the man, who was aged in his 40s left, she
discovered that her purse was missing.

“Unfortunately her handbag wasn’t designed to be
secured on top, it didn’t have a zip and this made it easier for
the thiefto pick out her purse,” said Sgt Ber Leetch.

Thief ‘walked into’ house
and stole two handbags

AN opportunist thief
walked into a house at
Johnsgate Village and stole
two handbags without
alerting any of the
occupants, gardai have
revealed.

When the homeowner
left at around 10am last
Thursday morning, she left
the front door unlocked as
her three adult children
were in the house.

“Thisdidn’t stop an
opportunist thiefwho
walked in the unlocked door
and took two handbags
from the front hall. The
three young people never
heard a thing,”

Sgt Ber Leetch
9 says doors

, should always
be locked

said Sergeant Ber Leetch.

In a separate incident, a
young man who went to bed
after having had a few
friends over woke to find
somebody in his bedroom.

“It would appear the last
person to leave the house did
not pull out the door
properly and of course the
homeowner didn’t check,”
said Sgt Leetch.

Purse was taken off table

A PURSE was taken from a young lady who was having a meal
at afast-food outlet in the city centre.
The teenager had her purse on the table and never saw
who took it but a moment later she realised that it was gone.
“These thieves are very fast and they look like you and I so
keep your property on your person and out of sight,” said a

garda spokesperson.

Bobby Moran pleaded guilty at Limerick District Court

Community sexvice
for abusing gardai

Intoxicated: Alcohol and drugs were consumed

DAVID HURLEY

david hurley@limerickleader.ie

A MAN who was aggressive and
abusive towards gardai during an
incident near his home has been told
he will avoid a prison sentence if he
completes 80 hours of community
service.

Bobby Moran, 31, who has an
address at Johnsgate Village, pleaded
guilty, at Limerick District Court, toa
number of public order offences
relating to an incident on March 11,
2019.

These include engaging in
threatening or abusive behaviour
and refusing to obey the direction of
gardai

Inspector Padraig Sutton told
Judge Marian O’Leary that gardai

were in the area when the defendant
approached them.

He said he became aggressive and
abusive towards gardai and that he
subsequently resisted arrest.

“He was extremely intoxicated at
the time. He was threatening and
abusive,” he said.

Mr Moran, the court heard, has
more than 70 previous convictions
including one for escaping lawful
custody last July.

Judge O’Leary was told the
incident occurred less than a year
after Mr Moran received a suspended
three month prison sentence in
relation to a separate public order
offence.

Seeking leniency on behalf of his
client, solicitor Tom Kiely said he had
consumed both drugs and alcohol on

the night and that he wished to
apologise for his actions which, he
accepts, were unacceptable.

“He was heavily intoxicated,” he
said adding that the defendant
spent anumber of monthsin custody
following the incident. He also told
the court that he previously pleaded
guilty to charges relating to other
incidentswhich occurred around the
same time.

After being informed that Mr
Moranisasuitable candidate to carry
out community service, Judge
O’Leary directed that the complete
80 hours in lieu of a three month
prison sentence.

The community service, which
will be overseen by the Probation
Service, must be completed within 12
months.

Used forged prescription to obtain drugs

A YOUNG man has admitted using
forged prescriptions to obtain
high-powered painkillers from a
number of pharmacies in Limerick,
writes David Hurley.

Tomaz Uliasz, 24, who has an
address at Bruachlan, Westbury,
Corbally pleaded guilty, at Limerick
District Court, to anumber of
chargesrelating to offences which
happened on dates between May and
July 2019.

After he entered his plea, Judge

Mary Larkin was told the defendant,
who had been

prescribed Oxynorm following a
road accident a number of years ago,
had copied the original prescription
which was written by a doctor in
Cork.

He then presented copies of the
prescription at a number of different
pharmacies in Limerick city to
obtain various quantities of
Oxynorm.

Solicitor Tom Kiely said thereis a

“sensitive background” to the matter
and he submitted the court would
benefit from a probation report
before sentence is imposed.

Sergeant Michelle Leahy said told
another individual is also before the
courtsinrelation to the offences and
thatitisthe State case that she was
operating in “joint enterprise” with
Mr Uliasz.

Judge Larkin adjourned the
matter to May to facilitate the
preparation of a probation report.
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Pictured at the Analog Devices Community Awards Reception were Diaxrmuid Boyce, Analog Devices, with Annmarie Garahee, Elisama and Fiona 0’Grady,

Limerick Youth Sexvice

MILFORD Hospice, St Gabriel’s, Ahane

The annual donations programme

Analog
Devices
charity
boost

GAA Club and Limerick Youth Service
were among a number of Limerick
non-profits to receive a financial
boost thanks to Analog Devices.
Almost 40 non-profit organisations
and social enterprise across Munster
have received funding as part of the
company's employee selected
community awards scheme.

enables employees at Analog’s
Limerick and Cork sites to nominate
their chosen community, voluntary
or charitable organisation to receive
financial support from the company
in recognition for their contribution
to the local community.

A broad spectrum of educational,
social, charitable and cultural bodies

across Limerick, Cork and Clare
benefited from the generous
donations programme. This ranged
from GAA clubs, to men’s sheds.

Contributions were made across
four category types; Platinum, Gold,
Silver and Bronze.

As a long-standing charity partner
of Analog Devices, Milford Hospice
received the Platinum donation.

Anger after giant flag

burnt outside school

Match incident: Principal says it is public order issue for gardai

EUGENE PHELAN

eugene.phelan@limerickleaderie

RIVALRY between two city schools
went too far when a massive flag was
taken from near Thomond Park and
allegedly burnt by supporters of St
Munchin's College outside Ardscoil
Ris, before Wednesdays big rugby
junior cup semi-final in Thomond
Park

“I'putup this massive sign 20 foot
by 10 foot at Hassetts Cross at
6.15am on the morning of the
match. It was in the schools
(Ardscoil Ris) colours and just said
Believe,” explained David Crowe,
father of Eavan who was playing
scrum-half for Ardscoil. He said
that he was told prior to the game
that the flag was taken by
supporters of St Munchin’s who
took it up outside Ardscoil.

“One oftheteachersrang me and
told me they brought it up to the
school and burnt it there outside

The massive flag which was taken and burned before last weeks match

using a flare,” said Mr Crowe. He
said that they burnt the flag as the
Ardscoil team were getting on a bus
togotothe ground.

“The Munchin’s supporters
destroyed my inspirational sign as a
tooltointimidate the playersgetting
onto the bus at Ardscoil Ris as they
were going to play in the semi-final,”

he added.

Asked ifhe had reported it to the
gardai, he said: “I have not yet, T have
the number plates of the car, but I
don’t want to ruin the career of
some young lad, but what happened
was wrong.” Mr Crowe was at this
stage near the grounds and
approached some workmen at

Hassetts Cross, and asked them if
they had seen anyone take the flag.

“They told me they had, and
pointed to these guysin a car. Iwent
overtothemandIasked them about
the flag,” he explained.

He said that he took a photo of
the number plate of the car...”then
this guy lunged at me and tried to
take my phone. They surrounded
me,” he said.

David Quilter, principal of St
Munchin’s College, said that he
spoke to the parent who made the
complaintabout theflag. “Wewould
not condone in any way what
happened and we would consider
this a Public Order Offence and
something that would need to be
dealt with by the gardai.” He said
that there was a very good
relationship between both schools
and they would cooperate with any
Garda investigation. “Inside the
ground there was a great
atmosphere and the game was
playved in ereat spirit,” he added.

Fixrst
public
women’s
caucus in
Limerick

EIGHT of Limerick’s nine
female councillors were at
Ormston House this week for
the first public women’s
caucus.

Limerick City and County
Council are the only local
authority in the country with
a special body for its female
members.

At a special event this
week to mark International
Women’s Day, Cllrs Sasa
Nowak, Olivia O’Sullivan,

Elisa O’Donovan, Bridie
Collins, Elena Secas,
Catherine Slattery, Brigid

Teefy and Sarah Kiely all
described the challengesthey
face.

The ninth councillor
Sharon Benson could not be
present.

Fianna Fail councillor

Slattery, elected for the first
time last year, said regardless
of political persuasion, all the
women councilors support
one another.

She said: “Online bullying
can be a big thing not just
with women, but men. Ithink
it's great that we can all pick
up the phone and reach out to

each other if we are
experiencing  times  of
difficulty.”

Cllr Kiely added: “When
you put your name on a ballot
paper, for that period, for that
election-time, you are public
property. The media can be
quite harsh towards
women. We are all human at
the end of the day. We are not
here because we are women
or men, we are here because
we want to represent
people.”

And Cllr O’Sullivan said
the tide can quickly change
for women council
candidates.

“It can change very quickly
from being, oh my goodness,
you're one of the few women
doingthistoyou’re one ofthat
useless shower of councillors
now,” she explained.

Cllx Sarah Kiely: media can
be quite harsh on women
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PET
RESCUE

Limerick Animal Welfare based in Kilfinane, rescues animals
in distress and helps to find pets a new home. Below are some
dogs and cats available. LAW is open seven days a week from
12pm to 3pm. An adoption fee ensures that all pets come
vaccinated, wormed, microchipped and neutered, and home
checks apply. For more information, phone 087 6371044

Looking for a new home

Spock is a five year old
male Bichon looking for a
new home. Spock would
suit an adult home as he
is a little shy at first until
he gets to know you.
Adoption fee is €150 as
each dog is neutered,
wormed, vaccinated and
microchipped. A home
check applies

Yvonne is a beautiful one
year old cat. She has a
sweet and affectionate
personality. Yvonne loves
to cuddle up and will
make a fantastic pet. For
more information on
Yvonne please come and
visit her in our cattery
any day from 12 noon
until 3pm. Adoption fee is
€100 as each cat is
neutered, wormed and
vaccinated.

Leroy is a two year old
tabby and white cat
looking for a new home.

| | He is very friendly and
loves cuddle. If you can
give Leroy the home he
deserves come and visit
him at the sanctuary any
day between 12 noon and
3pm. Adoption fee is €100
as each cat is neutered,
wormed and vaccinated.

UL graduate and Irish Rughy Star, Eimear Cons.i.dine, is encouraging students

..
¥

1

to care for their mental wellbeing

Eimear Considine: Tackle your feelings

UNIVERSITY of Limerick graduate and
Irish Rughy Star, Eimear Considine, is
encouraging students across the
island of Ireland to ‘Take Control’ and
proactively care for their mental
wellbeing as part of their daily
routines.

It comes as Rughy Players Ireland
and Zurich launch the new Tackle
Your Feelings Schools mental
wellbeing pilot programme and App
as part of the second phase of the
#ImTakingControl campaign.

The Tackle Your Feelings ‘Take

Control’ campaign aims to promote a

proactive attitude towards mental
health and to provide people with
the tools to ‘Take Control’ of their
mental wellbeing using principles
from hoth sport and positive
psychology.

The Tackle Your Feelings Schools
pilot programme is classroom-based,
with designated wellbeing classes
running in the last term of the 2020
academic year.

The programme is aimed at
Transition Year students (or
equivalent) who are abhout to embark
on their next steps into the senior
cycle of their secondary education.
Multiple schools across the island of
Ireland have been recruited to pilot
the programme and their students
will work to develop coping skills
and enhance their support networks,
putting them in the best position to
‘Take Control’ of their mental
wellbeing.

Random Acts of
Kindness Limerick

Boomex: Generous | s
stranger helps with | &

pet's vet bill

RYAN 0'ROURKE

Ryan.orourke@limerickleaderie
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Wilbur is still looking for
a home. Wilbur is two-
years-old and is the most
friendly boy, who loves
his walks and is great on
the lead. Wilbur is great
with other dogs and
would make the most
wonderful companion
dog. Please come and
meet Wilbur any day
between 12 noon and
3pm. Adoption fee is
€150.

THIS week, the Limerick Leader brings you
the second installment from our Random Act
of Kindness series.

Each week, a Facebook post will be shared
in collaboration with the people behind
Random Acts of Kindness Limerick, to tryto | =
spread some positivity. [

“I chose this story below from the page this ; &
week becauseit struck me asparticularlykind | |
and generous. The person who gave the money
to help this person’s dog did so anonymously,”
said Sheila Quealey, who runs the Facebook
page alongside Roisin Meaney.

“They went out of their way to write a note,
donate a good sum of money and pop it
through her letterbox but didn’t feel the need
to be recognised or praised for their
generosity. This is what random acts of
kindness are all about,” Sheila said.

The submission says: “To the person who
dropped a card through my letterbox with
€100 inside to help with my dog Boomer's vet
bill THANK YOU so much. I'm actually in

A note reads: “I
am so sorry to
hear about
Boomex’s injury. I
hope he is
recovering ok.”
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shock right now and a bit stuck for words. I
don'tknowwho you are but Thope you see this
and I sincerely hope the best of luck comes
your way. I'll be sure to pay your kindness
forward xx Oh and Boomer isrecovering well.
Thank you.”

The Limerick Random act of Kindness
page can be found at ‘Random Acts of
Kindness Limerick’ on Facebook.



WWw.ilmerickieader.ie

Leonie Kerins, IFRAH Foundation and Aoife Potter/Cogan, Limerick County Council attending the launch of the Inaugural
Catalyst Film Festival which takes place on the March 20-21 next in the Belltable. As well as screening a wide range of short
films there will be Q&As and panel discussions where topical issues of the day will be enthusiastically debated with
filmmakers, guest speakers, industry personnel and audience members PiCTURE BRENDAN ON

Out&Ahout

LAUNCH OF INAUGURAL
CATALYST FILM FESTIVAL

Pictures: BRENDAN GLEESON

Dr Susan Liddy, launching the Inaugural Catalyst Film
Festival which takes place March 20 and 21 next at the
Belltable Tom Dowling, Troy Studios and Paul C Ryan

L]
]
]
ABOVE: Geraldine Finnan, Tess Liddy, Marielle Thorp and

Yvonne 0'Sullivan, attending the launch of the Inaugural
Catalyst Film Festival

Sean Lynch, Belltable and Jude McInexney
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Paul C Ryan, Regional Film Manager, Film in Limerick, Vanessa Gildea, Festival Director and John Mowlds

d .ll.-ﬂ a.

Kieth Bogue, Phil Shanahan and Dave Burns, checking the Programme at the launch

Yvonne 0'Sullivan, Carole Gurnett and Geraldine Finnan,
attending the Launch of the Inaugural Catalyst Film - i) . - : i
Festival at No Pery Square Hotel Hannah and Ciara 0'Sullivan Maeve McGrath, Filmmaker and Anne Blake

€]
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Petso (Mark Petson) and
Minyon (John Andrews) of
Allcast Irish Gamers

Minyon: "You can't shut down
everyday life and live in fear.
It's all about embracing life and
being more careful than you
usually would be. It's a great
event and there's a great
turnout and we are definitely
looking forward to the next
one. It's a great way for people
who met online to finally meet
in public and when you go to
these things you make new
friends.”

Game Faces: Eleven-year-old Ava 0’Brien, Shannon, and her twin-brother, Fionn, playing on a Nintendo Wii consle with
Daniel Devitt, Kennedy Park at GamerFest20

t’s game on
at Thomond

Almost 2,000 people flocked to the home of Munster Rugby for
GamerFest20. The Leader went to see what all the fuss was about
Pictures: Keith WisemanWords: David Hurley

Lucas Quinn, 12, Ennis and
James McLaughlin, 16,
Clarecastle

Lucas: “We'e playing Tekken
which is a fighting game which
T only started playing today. I
would normally play Fortnite
Roblox - T have a lot of games
and I play alot. My favourite
console is the Playstation 4.

Volo (aka Mastex nosh iro gon Ball), Polad / nubli

Volo: ‘Tm a member of Guild of Nerds - Master Roshi is the guy
who trains the original main character in the Dragon Ball series
and he is best character ever. He is 365 year old.”



WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11, 2020

WWw.ilmerickieader.ie

AHE LERDER

S |PICTURE ESSAY il

Eandid

Jodie Noone (aka Kai’sa tro;n 'l.eague of Legends), Mayo

Jodie: ‘There is something addictive about League of Legends.
When youTe winning youre winning and you just get on this
streak. There is interaction with other characters and there is a

ranking system as well. I love the excitement when I'm winning.

Anna-Mae
0’Flaherty,4,
from Westbury
with hex
parents Gex
and Joanne
and some of
the gamers
who dressed
up in costume
during
Gamerfest20
at Thomond
Park

— T

Danny Kelly, Roscrea tries his hand at Pac-Man

Danny: ‘Tm here with son James, who is 11. I'm from a
different era and I normally come to Thomond Park for
the matches but my son pulled me down here today for
this - I still have no idea what it's all about”

Kyran Keogh and her brother DJ Keogh, Hospital
Kyran: ‘A ot of kids are getting into what would have
been considered alternative back in the day but now it's
mainstream. [ know that I was into Pokemon when I was
young and I was made to feel very bad for it but now
everyone's into it”

By SPARTACUS

@ AN INTERESTING story
thisweek in the national
mediawas how patientsin
hospitals are at risk over
serious lapsesin hand
washing among hospital
staff.

We are not sure how it is
done but an audit is
conducted in hospitals
throughout the country of
hand washing habits. This
particular story related to
October to December last
year.

It showed doctors
continue to have the worst
record from hand hygiene
among health workers.

Newspapers displayed a
table of the worst and best
performers.

Cavan General Hospital
was worst followed by
Wexford General and
Galway University
Hospital.

Staffat Cork University
Hospital were best
followed by St Columcille's
Hospital, Loughlinstown.

Nomention at all of
University Hospital
Limerick...maybe they
were mid-table or maybe
they are in a different
league.

@ IN the midst of what
is turning out to be an
extremely serious
situation, some light
relief came from the
onslaught of the
coronavirus over the
weekend.

A number of the city’s
most iconic statues were
photographed wearing
surgical face masks.
Statues such as that of
Terry Wogan (or Terry
Wuhan as one
christened him), the
Dockers Monument and
the O'Connell Street
hurler and rugby player
were all snapped
wearing masks similar
to those worn by
millions in recent weeks
worldwide. The
sanctimonious among us
will argue that it is a
disrespectful act when
thousands are falling
victim to the disease -
Spartacus must admit to
getting a dose of the
church giggles on seeing
the images on Twitter -
but there’s a pretty thin
line in life between
tragedy and comedy,
and we’ve got to keep
our spirits up in these
difficult times.

® ONE group of people
who appeared unfettered
by the threat of a
coronavirus outbreak in
Limerick were those
hopefuls running for
election to the Seanad.

With the electorate for
the Upper House limited
to a mix-match bunch of
third level graduates
(although not from
Limerick), TDs,
administrative staff and
councillors, Seanad
hopefuls have been
winding their way to
council meetings up and
down the country.

Limerick was the latest
stop-off. One candidate
approached this reporter
seeking his vote in the
impending election,
mistaking him for a
councillor.

Alas, the disappointed
candidate was told, as a
newspaper reporter, he
does not have the
privilege of voting for the
Seanad.

® SPARTACUS witnessed
a very interesting
conversation in a local
public house on Monday
evening. What else but
the coronavirus was the
main topic of
conversation among the
patrons.

One patron, feeling a
little confident in
himself from the stout,
asked the publican
when the lockdown
would begin.

The publican, no
stranger to a lock-in
himself, and who is
known to be a Minister
for Doom and Gloom at
the best of times,
professed that business
had already regrettably,
slowed up.

“I reckon we'll be
looking at the week
after next. It will be a
ghost town, but I'll keep
the front door open for
the regulars, as they'll
be happy of the
company,” he said.

At least one man has
his Plan B in place.

® LIMERICK'S JP
McManus had reason to
celebrate on the double
this Tuesday when he
celebrated his 69th
birthday with a big win at
Cheltenham with
Epatante winning the
Champion Hurdle.
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Olive Murphy, Patrickswell, Michelle Kenneally, Ballyclough and Noelle Cobbe, Crecora attended the lunch
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NOVAS INTERNATIONAL
WOMEN'S DAY LUNCH

Pictures: BETH PYM/ILOVELIMERICK

Anne Cronin, Alicja Feret and Kathyrn Dennehy, Novas

Ry s e 1
Fiona McGinty and Holly Cowman, Mary Immaculate College UL students Mary Ryan, Sophia DiBattista, Beth Pym and Orla McCarthy attended the lunch in the Savoy Hotel

it
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LEFT: Pictured at the Novas
International Women's Day
Lunch at the Savoy Hotel:
Fiona McNamara, Carol
Walsh and Jacinta Khan,
Savoy Hotel. picTURE BETH
PYM/ILOVELIMERICK

ABOVE: Una Noonan and
Mary Ryan, Raheen

RIGHT: Paula Donaghue,
Ennis Road and Fiona Doyle,
Raheen

Olive Murphy, Patrickswell, Michelle Kenneally, Ballyclough and
Noelle Cobbe, Crecora

i ‘V ‘b_ Ty, e 1 3*e et . amn . -3 4 Jf :. : I | [
Veronica and Stacey Markham, Clareview and Audrey Hurley, Greystones also attended the lunch Michelle 0’Neill and Kathy Enright, Noxth Circular Road
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Dympna Cremin sent in this photo of the recent flooding near Groody Roundahout

WE LOVE TO RECEIVE PHOTOGRAPHS FROM OUR
READERS, SO IF YOU’D LIKE TO FEATURE ON
THIS PAGE, EMAIL YOUR SNAPS TO
PHOTOS@LIMERICKLEADER.IE WITH READERS’
PICTURES IN THE SUBJECT LINE

Claire Waters sent in this photo of a robin
at rest

Beach bully: Ken Browne found this seagull making himself = S — =
at home after a walk in Howth At least the swans are loving the wet weather - Claire Waters snapped this picture in Castleconell
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AIB and BOI have launched green

mortgage products, and they are
mortgages which offer lower interest
rates, if a properties energy ratings are
an A3 or better.

SINCE December ‘19, two banks,

The reasoning behind the product is
to encourage people to become more
energy efficient by rewarding them
with a lower interest rate.

ABER (building energy rating)
rating is an indication of what the
energy performance of your homeis.
And the calculation is based on the
energy used to heat your home, water,
ventilation and lighting, levels of
carbon dioxide emissions from your
home, number of people living in the
property etc.

The rating goes from A to G, with A1
being the best rating you can get,and G
rated houses having the worst energy
efficient rating.

One of the institutions who are
offering this discount is Bank of
Ireland, and if you qualify, you can
reduce any fixed rate product between
one and ten years by 0.2%, but it only
applies to people who are buying or
building a property for themselves, and
those buying a property for
investment. In both instances the
mortgage has to be drawn down by the
June 30 next.

It doesn’t apply to existing mortgage
holders, unless they are borrowing
additional monies which will be used
specifically to achieve a BER rating of
A3 orbetter. The 0.2% discount is only
granted on the new monies borrowed,
and not on any existing mortgages
secure on the property.

The discount only lasts for aslong as
the fixed rate choseni.e. after the fixed
rate period expires, you revert to what
their variable or fixed rates are,
without any further discount applying.

So, what does this discount mean in
Euros’ and cents.

BOTI’s current standard 5 year fixed
rateis 3%, which means you can turnit
into 2.80%.

If you borrowed, for example
€300,000 over a 25 year term, rather
than paying €1,422.63 per month, you’ll
pay €1,391.62, which is a saving of
€31.01. And over 5 years, the saving
amounts to €1,860.60.

BeforeItell you more about AIB’s
green mortgage and how you get your
properties energy rating assessed and
what it will cost,  want to make quick
reference to BOI's offering for first
time buyers, becauseit’s very good, and
I say that for three reasons.

First off, if they are buying a new

Email: Liam@harmonics.ie

Twitter: @liam_croke

Making Cents

LIAM CROKE
The Must-Read Guide To sSaving Money

Linkedin: liamcroke

Facehook: liam.croke.96

Save on heating and your mortgage: You can apply for a green
mortgage if your home has BER of A3 or better

property, under regulations that came
into effect in November last year, the
energy rating of anew build hasto be
Aa. So, if they were choosing a fixed
rate, they can request that their
mortgage is set up as a green one and
avail of that 0.2% discount.

My second reason is when people
are saving for their 10% contribution, if
they save into BOI’'s mortgage saver
account, and save continuously for 6
months’ at aminimum rate of €250 per
month and a maximum of €2,500, and
have €5,000 in this account when they
come to drawdown their mortgage,
they will be awarded a bonus payment
of €2,000.

FTB’s are always asking me if there
isaparticular account, they could save
into so they could get a decent return,
and my answer is always no, not if they
want to save into capital guaranteed
accounts which is the type of account
they should save into. But with this
account and the bonus payment it
gives, you're effectively getting a
guaranteed return of 45%, because if
you wanted to turn €5,000 into €7,000,
that’s the net return you’d need to
generate.

And finally, ifa, FTB uses BOI for
their mortgage, they will qualify for

The process
of moving
to this
green
2.45% fixed
rate is very

simple
DID YOU KNOW?
According to
Global Finance
magazine, the
worlds’ safest

bank is KfW from
Germany. It was
established in 1948
under the
Marshall Plan
funding and is a

state owned
development
bank.

Save money by making

your mortgage green

their 3% cashback offer. 2% on
drawdown and 1% in 5 years’ time.

From a monetary perspective, what
these three offerings mean to a, FTB
borrowing €300,000 over a 25 year
term, with the first 5 years’ fixed is as
follows:

Mortgage repayment reduced by
green discount (0.2%) = €1,860.60

Mortgage saver, bonus payment =
€2,000.

Cash back = €9,000.

Total = €12,860.60

The only drawback to the above is
you have to use BOI for your mortgage,
but if you were going to anyway, then I
would certainly take advantage of these
bonus payments and monthly
repayment discounts.

Okay, back to green mortgage’s and
AIB’s offering.

They are offering a discount of
0.10% but it only applies to their 5 year
fixed offering. Which means ifyou
wanted to avail of AIB’s green mortgage
discount, you have to choose a5 year
fixed rate and the rate they’ll will offer
you is 2.45%, which is excellent by the
way.

This offering doesn’t just apply to
first time buyers, any existing client of
AIB’s can avail of it provided their
primary residence has a BER energy
rating between A1 and B3 and they have
more than 5years’ left on their existing
mortgage.

The process of moving to this green
2.45% fixed rate is very simple. You
need to complete and sign a mortgage
amendment form and return it to AIB
along with a copy of your BER
certificate, that’s it.

Ifyou don’t know what your
properties energy ratingis, the first
thing youneed todois gotothe
Sustainable Energy Authority of
Ireland’s website www.seai.ie who have
alist of BER assessorsin your area.
Contact a couple of them, and get a
quote, because thereisno set fee.I'd
expect it’s going to cost you somewhere
between €150 and €300. The type and
size of your property influences the
cost. The SEAI also provide a grant of
€50 which can be used towards the cost
for homeowners who are applying for it
for the first time.

If, for example, your property has an
energy rating D, isit worth the
investment of improving it toan A. And
the answer is yes, even with no impact
on reducing mortgage repayments,
because according to the SEAI, you
would reduce energy bills on a typical
3-bed semi-detached property by
€1,500 every year.

Our personal
finance expert

AnNSwWers your
questions ...

Q. Liam, every month I still
get apayment into my
account which is Mortgage
TRS.Iuseit to help with my
repayments. 'm not sure
howlong I will continue to
get this for. Anyideas?

A.You're going to have to plan
on making your repayments
without the assistance of this
payment because it will stop
at the end of this year.

The payment was actually
due to finish at the end of
2017 but was extended for a
further three years.

In order to qualify for this
continued payment, you
would have to have taken out
amortgage which was used
to buy your primary
residence between the
January1in 2004.and
December 31in 2012.

Andifyoubought a
property (your family home)
for the first time between
2004 and 2008, you’d also
qualify for this payment until
the end of the year as well.

The amount you’rein
receipt of will depend on
when you bought your
property and whether you
were afirst or second time
buyer. If you bought between
2004 and 2008, your
mortgage interest reliefis
calculated at 30% of the
amount of interest you’ll pay
thisyear. So, for example
let’s, assume the amount of
interest you pay this yearis
€2,500, you will get 30% of
thisi.e. €750 and €62.50 will
be either credited to your
account each month or your
mortgage repayments are
reduced by this amount.

If you're afirst time buyer
and took out a mortgage
between January’o4.and
December '12, reliefis
calculated at20% uptoa
ceiling of €2,500 if you're
single and €5,000 if you're
married. Which means the
maximum you are allowed
receive each month is €41.67
for a singe person and €83.33
for a couple who are married
orin a civil partnership.

For non-first time buyers,
therate of relief paid is 15%
with the ceiling set at €750
for a single person and €1,500
ifyou’re married orin a civil
partnership.
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Recruitment

FITTER / MECHANIC

For repair and maintenance
of heavy goods vehicles
Previous experience essential
Must'be Fluent English Speaker

R ed fill by haui JOB OPPORTUNITIES
equired TuP-time by nauage | \MAREHOUSE OPERATOR IIENTAI. N“HSE

business based-in West:Limerick

(Permanent) 'REQUIRED FOR

Location: Limerick City ® Shift: Days

FOI" further infor'mation Contact Experience required in a similar position for at least 2 years. fuII/part time position in a busy, state of the art,
Fork lift licence required and a C Truck licence modern specialist practice in Limerick City.
08 7 2 5 9 I 73 9 would be an advantage. Experience preferred & computer skills essential.

Must have very good computer skills, including experience

e e S - Email CV to: dnapp999@gmail.com .
Please apply to personnel@dutec.ie N

AGGIIIINTS ASS'STANT LIMERICK LEADER Leader

Progressive engineering company require:

(Permanent)
steel welderlrahricat“r Location: Limerick c“:v'shlﬂ days OF OUR READERS FIND
Person required for accounts department. ADVERTISEMENTS IN
- . . Knowledge of payroll, payables/receivables and OUR PAPERS USEFUL
Stainless steel experience desirable. generalledger a requirement, IN HELPING TO MAKE
Should have good knowledge of Excel/Word. PURCHASE DECISIONS

Previous experience in a similar position an advantage.

Please email: info@sapphire.ie or

contact Paul/Lorraine on 061 351444. Please apply to personnel@dutec.ie www.limerickleader.ie

has over 1 million monthly online users each month

f =
Hayas !

BROTHERS OF CHARITY SERVICES IRELAND CLARE

An exciting opportunity exists in the Vocational Training
Programme working as part of a team in community based
education and training initiatives.

EMPLOYMENT ROLES COACH (Ref: 08/20)
Vocational Training Programme
Permanent Part-Time
(50 hours per fortnight)

Office Base: Ennis

Contact 061 214500

Further details available on www.irishjobs.ie

Sports Editor

Attractive salary package ¢ Kilkenny

The Kilkenny People is looking for an in breaking and analysing high-profile

Application through www.irishjobs.ie

or Apply online by forwarding Curriculum Vitae to

hr@clare.brothersofcharity.ie outstanding candidate for one of the stories. Strong credibility in the world
best jobs in local sports journalism of local sport is a must, likewise a
in Ireland. As Sports Editor of this solid contacts book.

Please specify on the Email Subject Line the Reference
Number of the Post(s) you are applying for.

APPLICANT’S FOR THE ABOVE POSITION(S) MUST
ON DATE OF APPLICATION HAVE A FULL CLEAN

highly respected title, you will be
responsible for maintaining the
high standard of our coverage

in print and online, for tens of
thousands of loyal readers.

YOUR
ADVERT
HERE

This challenging role is ideally suited
to a highly motivated individual with

a flair for writing and an eye for detail.
A strong social media presence,

and an ability to work in the varied

: ; W\ Sports coverage is a huge part the media environment which ranges
DRIVING LICENCE (tlfe requll:ement to display an “N Kilkenny People’s offefing to readers.  from online to print and video,
plate is permitted). We are dedicated to providing the would be key strengths.

very best service for our discerning
readers, in well designed sports
pages and up-to-the-minute online
sports news.

Knowledge of newspaper design
would be an advantage. The Sports
Editor will also be responsible for
assigning freelance work, so a clear
The ideal candidate will be the voice understanding of budgets and using

Closing Date:- Midnight, Sunday, 22" March, 2020

www limerickleader.ie

Léeader

Interview Date:- Wednesday, 15™ April, 2020

Candidates will be shortlisted for interview based on of sports news in Kilkenny, with the resources well is important.
the information contained in their Curriculum Vitae ability and personality to work in a The closing date for applications is
fast paced environment, generating Friday March 27, 2020.

and maintaining contacts in the
strong sports community of Kilkenny.

SHORTLISTING MAY APPLY e PANELS MAY BE FORMED
FOR FUTURE VACANCIES e CANVASSING WILL
DISQUALIFY e EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES EMPLOYER

To apply, please email
sheila.reilly@iconicnews.ie
Candidates must have a strong track with a CV, covering letter and
record in journalism at a senior level, examples of your work.

f
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Eeucation and Training Board

1

LIMERICK LEADER

N il s Newspaper since 1559 I

Kilkennyreople An iconic business
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‘ @
Businesses

won’t

survive this
outhreak’

Coronavirus: (all to support local
companies facing into tough period

NICK RABBITTS

nick@limerickleaderie

A CALL has been made to support local
businesses left facing difficult weeks
due to the outbreak of the coronavirus.

With the number of cases of the
flu-like disease on the rise, leading to
the cancellation of Limerick’s St
Patrick’s Day events, hospitality firms
across the city in particular are set to be
counting the cost.

”Some of them won’t survive this,”
was the stark warning from Helen
O’Donnell, who runs the cafe at the
Hunt Museum,

Already, she has seen a party of 60
people booked in for this Wednesday
lunchtime cancel.

“It's very difficult,” she said, “If
people are thinking of supporting local
businesses, if they can, it's very
important they do this. Business won’t
survive this, and that’s unfortunately
the bottom line.”

With people concerned about eating
out, Ms O’Donnell has started offering

food to take away in tin foil.

Elsewhere, publicans are set to be
out of pocket this weekend following
the cancellation of the Six Nations
rugby tie between Ireland and France.

But after the city’s St Patrick’s Day
parade was axed, it remains to be seen
whether people will congregate around
bars, or stay at home next Tuesday, a
public holiday.

Fianna Fail councillor Jerry O’Dea,
the local representative of the Vintners
Federation of Ireland, says he has upped
safety measures in his Mulgrave Street
pub.

“We have to take it seriously as a
business. It’s clear there will be more
cases announced in the coming days.
It’s very worrying for older people, and
those who have underlying conditions,”
he told Leader Business.

"People are being careful of shaking
hands, and we are encouraging people
to be respectful of others, not to
hug people, that kind of thing,” said Cllr
O'Dea.

“We are also respecting the metre of
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Warning:
Businesswoman Helen

0’Donnell
PICTURE: ADRIAN BUTLER
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space between customers and
ourselves,” he added.

Arguably the real losers from the
shelving of the parade - which would
normally draw tens of thousands to the
city centre - are local retailers.

James Ryan, who runs Centra
branches in O’Connell Street and
William Street, hopes the council can
perhaps recreate the St Patrick’s
festival in the autumn when, it’s hoped
the worst of the coronavirus has
passed.

“Iknow people are erring on the side
of caution, but it’s a pity to see an event
like St Patrick’s Day cancelled. You'd
love to see an alternative plan.

“For example, let’s create a unique St
Patrick’s festival in October,” he
suggested.

“We should do something different
tomake sure we can capitalise on a good
event at another time,” he explained.

Like other retailers, he hasn’t been
able to source hand sanitiser.

“It wasn’t an overly popular product
—itisnow,” he exclaimed.

New cafe set for Gardens International

THE multi-million euro Gardens
International development is set to get
its second tenant — a new healthy cafe.

Signs have been erected outside the
state-of-the-art complex at the Henry
Street-Lower  Glentworth  Street
junction advertising a new cafe
opening.

Flat and Green cafe, signage
suggests, is coming soon to the site.

Although, the development may still
be some time away, given the fact the
unit is still to be fitted out for a cafe, and
a planning application has yet to be
made for the development.

Despite this, the news has been
welcomed by Limerick City West Social
Democrats councillor, Elisa
O’Donovan.

She said: “I'm really delighted. I
think it’s great. It will mean a lot more
people are going into the building. A lot
of the 2030 plans have been in relation
to office space.

Coming soon: the first
retail unit in Gardens
International picTURE
ADRIAN BUTLER

“So I love seeing the fact there are
shops, and there is a public coffee shop
that people can go into. Hopefully it will
do amazing business there.”

Littleinformation exists on the cafe at

this stage, with a spokesperson for
Limerick Twenty Thirty, the council’s
development arm, not available for
comment this Tuesday.

However, once it opens, it will prove
significant, as Flat and Green will
become the first retail business located
in one of the buildings being managed by
the strategic development company.

Nordic Aviation Capital are the main
tenants of the Gardens International
complex, the aircraft leasing firm having
moved from smaller premises across the
road.

The